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Purpose of Bill
Microbeads and other micro-plastics are used in a variety of cosmetic 

and personal care products such as scrubs, soaps, lotions and toothpastes. 
They are added to these products to make the product more abrasive or for 
decoration.

These particles of plastic enter the environment when consumers rinse 
them down the drain. The plastics are not caught in water treatment systems 
and instead are subsequently released into rivers and the sea with waste 
water outflows.

Micro-plastics are an entirely unnecessary source of micro-plastic 
pollution and are likely to have environmental impacts. Studies have 
shown they can be ingested by marine animals, leading to physical harm 
and reproductive or toxic effects. There is evidence to suggest that they are 
entering the human food chain, although micro-plastics in seafood are not 
currently thought to represent a human health risk.

Micro-plastic debris in marine environments is growing in volume. It 
comes from a number of sources apart from cosmetics sources, such as the 
breakdown of larger pieces of plastic over time and industrial scrubbers 
used to blast-clean surfaces.

A number of companies are voluntarily phasing out some types of micro-
plastic in cosmetic products in the EU. In the USA a ban on microbeads 
in cosmetic and personal care products will be phased in over the next few 
years. A call for a similar ban in the UK has been accepted by the British 
Government.

In December 2014 the Netherlands, Austria, Luxembourg, Belgium and 
Sweden issued a joint statement to EU environment ministers calling for an 
EU ban on micro-plastics in cosmetics and detergents.

However, a January 2016 research report commissioned by the European 
Commission (Study to support the development of measures to combat a 
range of marine litter sources, Eunomia, 29 January 2016) looked at what 
EU mechanisms were available to reduce micro-bead pollution from 
cosmetics. It concluded that introducing a ban on microbeads in the EU 
would be more complicated than the laws “used in the US and Canada”. It 
said that it was “unclear as to whether any of the [existing] Directives and 
Regulations” that had been identified “would be suitable”.

The option of unilateral action by Member States remains.
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Purpose of Bill
Section 1 provides in standard form for the short title of the Bill.

Section 2 provides for the prohibition of micro-plastics. It provides that a 
person who manufactures, sells, or exposes, offers, advertises, or keeps for 
sale, or imports or attempts to import into the State for sale, any cosmetic 
containing micro-plastics is guilty of an offence.

“Cosmetic” is defined as meaning any cosmetic or personal care 
product including but not limited to a facial scrub, soap, lotion, shower gel, 
sunscreen, make-up, deodorant or toothpaste. “Micro-plastics” is defined 
as meaning plastic particles less than 5 millimetres in diameter.

The section provides that a person guilty of an offence is liable on 
summary conviction, to a Class A fine or imprisonment for 12 months or 
both and, on conviction on indictment, to a fine or imprisonment for five 
years or both.

Provision is made for the liability of directors, managers, secretaries, etc., 
of corporate bodies where they consent to or connive in the commission of 
an offence by the corporate body.

The section provides that it is a defence for an accused person to prove 
that he or she did not know, and had no reason to suspect, that the cosmetic 
in respect of which the offence is alleged to have been committed contained 
micro-plastics.

Finally, the section provides that summary proceedings for the offence 
may be brought by the Environmental Protection Agency.

Deputy Sean Sherlock
Samhain, 2016.
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