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AN BILLE UM DHLÍNSE UILECHOITEANN DO CHEARTA AN DUINE, 2015
UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS BILL 2015 

Bill
entitled

An Act to provide for a universal jurisdiction of human rights; to enable the charging 
and conviction of persons who breach international human rights law in cases of but not 
limited to genocide, war crimes, torture and crimes against humanity, whether these 
breaches have occurred inside or outside the State; for these purposes to amend the 
Criminal Justice (United Nations Convention against Torture) Act 2000 and the 
International Criminal Court Act 2006.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Interpretation
1. In this Act—

“crimes against humanity” means any of the following acts when committed as part of 
a  widespread  or  systematic  attack  directed  against  any  civilian  population,  with 
knowledge of the attack:

(a) murder;

(b) extermination;

(c) enslavement;

(d) deportation or forcible transfer of population;

(e) imprisonment  or  other  severe  deprivation  of  physical  liberty  in  violation  of 
fundamental rules of international law;

(f) torture;

(g) rape,  sexual  slavery,  enforced  prostitution,  forced  pregnancy,  enforced 
sterilization, or any other form of sexual violence of comparable gravity;

(h) persecution  against  any  identifiable  group  or  collectively  on  political,  racial, 
national, ethnic, cultural, religious, gender, or other grounds that are universally 
recognized as impermissible under international law;

(i) enforced disappearance of persons;

(j) the crime of apartheid;

(k) other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, 
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or serious injury to body or to mental or physical health;

“genocide” is any act falling within the definition of “genocide” in Article II of the 
Genocide Convention;

“Genocide Convention” means the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 9 
December 1948;

“torture”  means  an  act  or  omission  by  which  severe  pain  or  suffering,  whether 
physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person—

(a) for such purposes as—

(i) obtaining  from  that  person,  or  from  another  person,  information  or  a 
confession,

(ii) punishing that person for an act which the person concerned or a third person 
has committed or is suspected of having committed, or

(iii) intimidating or coercing that person or a third person,

or

(b) for any reason that is based on any form of discrimination, but does not include 
any such act  that  arises solely from,  or  is  inherent  in or  incidental  to,  lawful 
sanctions;

“war crimes” means grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949.

Amendment of section 7 of International Criminal Court Act 2006
2. Section 7 of the International Criminal Court Act 2006 is amended by the substitution of 

the following for subsection (1):

“(1) Any person, whatever their nationality and wherever in the world, who 
commits a crime against humanity, a war crime or genocide is guilty of 
an offence and is liable upon conviction to imprisonment for life by 
the State.”.

Amendment of Criminal Justice (United Nations Convention against Torture) Act 2000 
3. The Criminal Justice (United Nations Convention against Torture) Act 2000 is amended 

by the substitution of the following for section 2:

“2. (1) A public official, whatever their nationality, who carries out an act of 
torture shall be guilty of a crime.

(2) A person, other than a public official, whatever their nationality, who 
carries out an act of torture shall be guilty of a crime.

(3) A person guilty of an offence of torture is subject to prosecution by the 
State regardless of their nationality and country of residence and will 
be liable on conviction to imprisonment for life.”.
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Short title
4. This Act may be cited as the Universal Jurisdiction of Human Rights Bill 2015.
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An Bille um Dhlínse Uilechoiteann do 
Chearta an Duine, 2015

 
                       

BILLE
(mar a tionscnaíodh)

dá ngairtear

Acht  do  dhéanamh  socrú  maidir  le  dlínse 
uilechoiteann do chearta an duine; dá chumasú 
daoine a chúiseamh agus a chiontú is daoine a 
sháraíonn  an  dlí  idirnáisiúnta  um  chearta  an 
duine  i  gcásanna  cinedhíothaithe,  coireanna 
cogaidh,  céastóireachta  agus  coireanna  in 
aghaidh  na  daonnachta,  ach  gan  a  bheith 
teoranta do na cásanna sin, cibé acu a tharla na 
sáruithe  sin  laistigh  den  Stát  nó  lasmuigh de; 
chun  na  gcríoch  sin  do  leasú  an  Achta  um 
Cheartas  Coiriúil  (Coinbhinsiún  na  Náisiún 
Aontaithe in aghaidh Céastóireachta), 2000 agus 
an Achta um an gCúirt  Choiriúil  Idirnáisiúnta, 
2006.

 

An Teachta Micheál de Bhailís a thug isteach,
2 Aibreán, 2015

 

 

Universal Jurisdiction of Human Rights Bill 
2015

 

BILL
(as initiated)

entitled
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conviction of persons who breach international 
human rights law in cases of but not limited to 
genocide, war crimes, torture and crimes against 
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amend  the  Criminal  Justice  (United  Nations 
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International Criminal Court Act 2006.
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