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AN BILLE FÁN ÚDARÁS UM CHOSC AR FHÉINMHARÚ, 2015
SUICIDE PREVENTION AUTHORITY BILL 2015

____________

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
____________

• This proposed Suicide Prevention Authority Bill 2015 is intended
to plan a national strategy for suicide prevention and to implement
through an independent body funded in its initial stages by Government 
with its own budget and intended to implement a national strategy for
suicide prevention.

• It is intended that the Authority will follow best practices on suicide
prevention which have been implemented successfully in other
jurisdictions.

• The Authority will seek to sub-vent and assume the National Office
for Suicide Prevention and to seek to implement the Oireachtas Report
of 2006 and also the Reach Out National Suicide Prevention Strategy
2006-2014.

• The Authority will ensure that funds which have been committed to
suicide prevention, mental health and depression are ring fenced and
utilised for the purpose to which they have been committed.

• The Act seeks to replicate the cost effectiveness and success of the
Road Safety Authority.

• Its implementation is envisaged to be carried out by an independent
Board with the remit to raise awareness and commitment from existing
government bodies, state organisations, most of all the community.

• The Bill in its approach assumes that the problem of suicide prevention
can be fixed, that people can be saved, that when a cluster of suicides
occurs or when a tragedy of any suicide visits a community, the
Authority will have taken all such steps as were within its power to
prevent such a tragedy on following such a tragedy be able to collect
and collate the information and research, provide counselling and other
appropriate services to bereaved families and learn from any losses
towards the prevention of further suicides as a result of the information
secured.

• The Bill presumes that the main functionaries within the Authority
will and are remain independent and will bring about a level through
re-education and re-training for those involved in providing social
services at the coal face and who by their initial action can prevent a
Suicide Authority and further that the Act will have provided sufficient
resources so as to direct those in need of help and assistance where the
Authority has provided such help and assistance through accident and
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emergency facilities and re-trained personnel which in many instances 
do not exist at this time.

Deputy Derek Keating, 
Nollaig, 2015.

Wt. —. 614. 12/14. Essentra. (56129). Gr. 30-15.
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