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AN BILLE UM DHAOINE SOGHONTA, 2015
VULNERABLE PERSONS BILL 2015 

Bill
entitled

An Act to protect, on reasonable grounds, the financial autonomy of vulnerable persons, 
specifically elderly people, who lack reasonable mental and physical capacity, to guard 
against financial abuse.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Interpretation
1. In this Act—

‘‘elder abuse’’ may be defined as an intentional act that could reasonably be expected to 
result in physical or psychological injury to an elderly person;

‘‘financial  abuse’’ means  interfering  with  the  financial  autonomy and wellbeing  of  a 
vulnerable  person,  which  involves  a  person  knowingly by deception  or  intimidation, 
obtaining or using, or endeavouring to obtain or use an elderly person’s funds, assets or 
property with the intent to temporarily or permanently deprive the elderly person of the 
use, benefit or possession of the funds, assets or property, or to benefit someone other 
than the elderly person;

‘‘vulnerable person’’ means a person, other than a child, who—

(a) is suffering from a disorder of the mind, whether as a result of mental illness or 
age,

(b) is suffering from a physical impairment, whether as a result of injury, illness or 
age, or

(c) has a physical disability, which is of such a nature or degree—

(i) as to restrict the capacity of the person to guard himself or herself against 
harm by another person, or

(ii) that the person is incapable of adequately providing for his or her own health 
or personal care.

Offences against a vulnerable person
2. (1) It shall be an offence under this Act to—

(a) use  an  elderly  person’s  confidential  financial  information  and  funds  for 
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unauthorised self-gain, or

(b) unlawfully access and use assets of an elderly person,

a person guilty under this subsection, shall be liable on conviction on indictment to a 
fine not less than €600.

(2) It shall be an offence under this Act to—

(a) take or forcibly take the financial belongings of an elderly person without their 
permission or consent,

(b) intentionally  cause  bodily  harm and  emotional  distress  or  failing  to  provide 
physical support due to not purchasing the required disability support equipment, 
or

(c) intentionally administer  or prescribe medication in order to take control of  an 
elderly person’s financial belongings by being given custody,

a person guilty under this subsection, shall be liable on conviction on indictment to a 
fine not less than €1,500.

(3) It shall be an offence under this Act to—

(a) force changes to a will or other legal document,

(b) deny an elderly person the right to access their personal funds,

(c) forge signatures and make a false instrument/statement with the intention that it 
shall be used to induce another person to accept it as genuine and, by reason of so 
accepting it to do some act, or to make some omission, to the prejudice of the 
elderly person,

(d) authorise the payment of money or delivery of any property, with the intention of 
making a gain for  himself  or  herself  or  another,  or  causing loss to an elderly 
person,

(e) intentionally misappropriate or  improperly or illegally convert  money or other 
valuable possessions,

(f) a  person  who dishonestly with the  intention of  making a  gain for  himself  or 
herself  or  another,  or  of  causing loss  to  the  elderly person,  by any deception 
procures the execution of valuable security is guilty of an offence, or

(g) any person who abets, aids and counsels or authorises the payment of money or 
delivery of any property, with the intent of making a gain for himself or herself or 
another,  will  be  held  equally  accountable  as  the  same  persons  in  the  above 
subsections.

(4) Paragraphs (d), (e) and (f) of subsection (3) of this Act, shall apply in relation to—

(a) the making,  acceptance, endorsement,  alteration,  cancellation or destruction in 
whole or in part of a valuable security, and

(b) the signing or sealing of any paper or other material in order that it may be made 
to or converted into, or used or dealt with as, a valuable security, as if that were 
the execution of a valuable security. In this section, ‘‘valuable security’’ means 
any document creating, transferring, surrendering or releasing any right to, in or 
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over property of an elderly person,

a person guilty of any of the above offences shall be liable on conviction to a fine not 
less than €3,000 and/or imprisonment for a term not less than 3 years.

Orders and regulations
3. The Minister may—

(a) by regulations provide, for any matter referred to in this Act as prescribed or to be 
prescribed, and

(b) in addition to any other power conferred on him or her to make regulations, make 
regulations generally for the purposes, and for the purpose of giving full effect to 
this Act.

Short title and commencement
4. (1) This Act shall be cited as the Vulnerable Persons Act 2015.

(2) This Act shall come into operation on such day or days as the Minister may appoint 
by order  or  orders  either  generally or  with reference to any particular  purpose or 
provision and different days may be so appointed for different purposes or different 
provisions.
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An Bille um Dhaoine Soghonta, 2015
 

                       

BILLE
(mar a tionscnaíodh)

dá ngairtear

 

Acht  do  chosaint,  ar  fhorais  réasúnacha, 
neamhspleáchas airgeadais daoine soghonta, go 
sonrach daoine scothaosta, is daoine atá ar easpa 
cumais  réasúnaigh  meabhrach  agus  coirp, 
d’fhonn  bheith  san  airdeall  roimh  mhí-úsáid 
airgeadais.

 

An Teachta Maitiú Mac Craith a thug isteach,
11 Samhain, 2015
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