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Background
Carbon monoxide is a highly dangerous, colourless odourless gas.

When it is in our homes we cannot see it, we cannot smell it, yet it
can have a devastating affect on us. That is why it is often described
as being ‘‘the silent killer’’.

Most homes have at least one heating appliance such as an open
fire, a stove, or a boiler which burns solid fuel, gas or oil. When these
appliances are working normally they produce a high level of carbon
monoxide which safely leaves the home through the chimney.

However, if there is a blockage in the chimney or if the appliance
is defective or is poorly maintained carbon monoxide can enter the
room without giving any indication of its presence.

The purchase of a carbon monoxide alarm is within all our reach
and it could be the most important addition to a home. Every death
caused by carbon monoxide poisoning is a needless, avoidable death.

Irrespective of the requirements of legislation, it makes good sense
that all homes should have installed within them a carbon
monoxide alarm.

Purpose of the Bill
The purpose of the Bill is to require certain homes to have

installed within them—

(a) one carbon monoxide alarm in each room which contains
an open fire, a stove, or boiler,

(b) one carbon monoxide alarm either inside each bedroom or,
within 5 metres of the bedroom door, and

(c) one carbon monoxide alarm in each bedroom in which a flue
passes within or over.

This requirement will only come into play in certain circumstances,
as follows:

(a) where a home is newly built,
(b) where a home is placed on the market for sale,
(c) where a home is the subject of a new lease or the renewal

of an existing lease,
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(d) where a new or a replacement open fire, stove, or boiler is
installed in a home, or

(e) where an existing open fire, stove, or boiler in a home is
repaired or serviced.

So it follows that the statutory requirement to install a carbon
monoxide alarm would only be triggered by certain events.

Homeowners will be required to demonstrate compliance with the
requirements of this legislation by producing a certificate.

Provisions of the Bill Explained
Section 1 sets out the short title of the Bill. It also states that the

Bill will not come into effect until 1 January 2015. Section 1 also
provides that, in view of the current economic climate, the
requirements of section 10 will not apply to homeowners until
economic circumstances improve.

Section 2 defines ten key terms which are used throughout the Bill.

Section 3 empowers the Minister for the Environment and Local
Government to make regulations under this Bill.

Section 4 details the circumstances in which the requirements of
this legislation will apply to homeowners. As outlined above, the
effect of this section is that the statutory requirement to install
carbon monoxide alarms be evidenced by certification, will only
come into play in certain circumstances, as follows:

(a) where a home is newly built,
(b) where a home is placed on the market for sale,
(c) where a home is the subject of a new lease or the renewal

of an existing lease,
(d) where a new or a replacement open fire, stove, or boiler is

installed in a home, or
(e) where an existing open fire, stove, or boiler in a home is

repaired or serviced.

Section 5 details the obligation to install a carbon monoxide alarm.
Specifically, it requires each home mentioned in section 4 to have
one carbon monoxide detection alarm—

(a) in each room which contains a heat producing appliance,
(b) either inside each bedroom or, within 5 metres of the

bedroom door, measured along the path of the corridor, and
(c) in each bedroom in which a flue passes within or over.

Section 5 also indicates that the homeowner is required to hold a
certificate which confirms that he or she has met the requirements
to install the carbon monoxide alarms which are set out in this
section. The certificate may be provided by any one of the following,
who must first inspect the home:

(a) a building surveyor,
(b) an engineer,
(c) an architect,
(d) a registered gas installer, or
(e) a registered electrical contractor.

Section 6 provides that where a person builds a new home, he or
she is required to hold a certificate which confirms that carbon
monoxide alarms are installed within the home in accordance with
the requirement set out in section 5.



Section 7 states that where a home in placed on the market for
sale, the homeowner is required to hold a certificate which confirms
that carbon monoxide alarms are installed within the home in
accordance with the requirement set out in section 5

Section 8 provides that where a landlord lets a home to a new
tenant or where a landlord renews an existing lease, he or she is
required to hold a certificate which confirms that carbon monoxide
alarms are installed within the home in accordance with the
requirement set out in section 5.

Section 9 states that where a person replaces an existing fire, stove,
boiler or flue in a home, or installs a new one for the first time,
they will be required to hold a certificate which confirms that carbon
monoxide alarms are installed within the home in accordance with
the requirement set out in section 5.

Section 10 states that where a person arranges for the repair or
servicing of an existing fire, stove boiler or flue in a home, they will
be required to hold a certificate which confirms that carbon
monoxide alarms are installed within the home in accordance with
the requirement set out in section 5. Importantly, in order to ensure
that cost implications of the section 10 requirements do not stand as
a deterrent to people whose fire, stove or boiler is in need of repair
or servicing, it is proposed that the introduction of the requirements
of section 10 will be delayed indefinitely. It is for this reason that
section 1 provides that section 10 can only be brought into force by
the Minister where he or she is satisfied that economic circumstances
have improved.

Section 11 empowers an authorised officer of a local authority to
require a homeowner to produce a certificate which he or she is
required to hold under this Act. Responsibility for the administration
and enforcement of this legislation will rest with each local authority.

Section 12(1) makes it an offence for a homeowner to contravene
the requirements to hold a certificate as required in sections 6, 7(1),
9, or 10. It also makes it an offence for a landlord to contravene the
requirements to hold a certificate as required in section 8(1). Section
12(2) makes it an offence for a person to fail to produce the required
certificate to an authorised officer of a local authority, as required
under section 11(2). Section 12(3) makes it an offence for a person
to forge or unlawfully alter a certificate which is required under this
Act. It is also an offence for a person to procure or produce a
certificate which is false or misleading in any material respect, or is
intended to deceive.

Section 13 details the penalties which apply to persons who
commit an offence under section 12.

Section 14 is a standard provision which deals with circumstances
where an offence is committed by a body corporate such as a
company.

Section 15 requires the Minister to publish Technical Guidance
documents on the types of carbon monoxide detection devices which
are approved or recommended for installation in accordance with
the requirements of this legislation. It also requires him or her to
publish Technical Guidance on the correct siting and installation of
carbon monoxide detection devices. Section 15 also mandates the
Minister to publish guidance which emphasises the desirability of
all dwellings having installed therein an adequate number of carbon
monoxide detection devices.
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As already stated above, irrespective of the requirements of
legislation, it makes good sense that all homes should have installed
within them a carbon monoxide alarm.

April, 2014.

Wt. —. 616. 4/14. Clondalkin. (43930). Gr. 30-15.


