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Background

Virtually every home and business in the country depends on the
mains supply of mains water and mains electricity — which, in this
Bill, are collectively referred to as ‘critical utilities’. A secure and
reliable supply of electricity and water are of special importance to
the social and economic fabric of society.

Where a mains supply of water or electricity is availed of by homes
and businesses, they become dependent upon the uninterrupted and
continuous supply of those utilities. It is therefore essential that the
continued provision of those utilities be assured and protected
under legislation.

Purpose of the Bill

The purpose of the Bill is to provide for the security of supply of
mains water and mains electricity — critical utilities. The Bill makes
it an offence for a person to induce another to cause an interruption
to the supply of a critical utility. The Bill also makes it an offence
for a person to engage in industrial action which causes an interrup-
tion to the supply of a critical utility.

The Bill does not seek to remove the right to strike, the right to
picket or to otherwise take industrial action. The intent behind the
Bill is to ensure, in a proportionate and least intrusive way, that any
such action does not interfere with the continued supply of critical
utilities.

Provisions of the Bill

Section 1 of the Bill defines four key terms which are used in the
Bill, those being: ‘‘body corporate’’, ‘‘critical utility’’, ‘‘critical utility
provider’’, and ‘‘person otherwise engaged’’.

Section 2 of the Bill makes it an offence for any person to induce
an employee of a critical utility provider, or any person who is
engaged by a critical utility provider, to do anything which directly
or indirectly causes an interruption or stoppage to the supply of a
critical utility.
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Section 3 of the Bill makes it an offence for a person to engage in
industrial action which directly or indirectly results in the interrup-
tion to or discontinuance of the supply of a critical utility.

Section 4 provides that a person who commits an offence under
section 2 may be liable on summary conviction to a Class A fine or
12 months imprisonment, and on indictment may be subject to a fine
of up to €250,000 or 5 years imprisonment.

In addition, section 4 provides that a person who commits an
offence under section 3 may be liable on summary conviction to a
Class A fine or 12 months imprisonment, and on indictment may be
subject to a fine of up to €50,000 or 5 years imprisonment.

Section 5 is a relatively standard provision which seeks to address
situations where an offence has been committed by a body corporate.

Section 6 sets out the short title of the Bill. As this Bill does not
contain a commencement provision, it comes into force immediately
upon the promulgation of the Bill by the President.
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