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AN BILLE UM THRÁTHNÓNTA NÍOS GILE, 2012
BRIGHTER EVENINGS BILL 2012
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
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The aim of the Brighter Evenings Bill 2012 is to require the
Minister for Justice and Equality to prepare and publish a report on
the costs and benefits of advancing the clocks by one hour to allow
for brighter evenings and to bring Ireland into the Central European
Time zone.

In addition under this Bill, the Minister must then advance the
clocks by one hour for a three year trial period (and then
permanently if required). The three year experiment would adopt
the Single/Double Summer Time (SDST) model wherein the first
year the clocks would not go back in October. They would stay one-
hour ahead until March when they would then be put forward by an
hour. After this first adjustment clocks would continue to go back
and forwards as usual. But they would then be an hour ahead of our
current Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) and GMT+1 system (i.e. to
GMT+1 in winter and GMT+2 in summer) and bring Ireland into
line with Central European Time.

Moving the clocks forward would make the evenings in the winter
brighter for longer. In effect, we would spend more of our waking
lives in the light rather than enduring the current long, bleak winter
nights. Growing evidence highlights the wide benefits of brighter
evenings. These include enhancing road safety and saving lives on
the road every year; increasing jobs in the leisure and tourism
industries; lowering energy bills by maximising available daylight and
decreasing peak power demand; facilitating an improved quality of
life with increased time available for exercise and sport in the
evening, reduced crime and reduced fear of crime; and a decrease in
CO2 emissions. In fact, in the UK it has been estimated that lighter
summer evenings could boost British tourism revenues by £3.5 billion
per annum.

Historically, there have been strong arguments made by the
agriculture sector against advancing the clocks permanently by one
hour. The issue of children going to school in the mornings has also
been raised in this regard. However, in both cases changing life and
work patterns and technological advances have made the brighter
evenings proposal more acceptable. A 2010 Scottish study, for
example, argued that children in Scotland would gain as many as
200 ‘‘useful hours’’ a year if clocks were advanced permanently. In
addition, in 2010 the National Farmers Union for Scotland dropped
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its long standing opposition to any change to the current daylight
saving time system and said it was prepared to examine the benefits
to the UK as a whole that the proposed time change may bring.

Putting the clocks forward for good to ensure brighter evenings is
back on the agenda. The UK has recently had one of its most serious
debates in decades on changing the current operation of Daylight
Saving Time.

A new Private Members Bill recently received significant cross-
party support in the Houses of Westminster. The British ‘‘Lighter
Later’’ organisation has also assembled a coalition of more than
eighty groups from across the social, voluntary, community, sport,
commercial and tourism sectors to campaign for a change in how
clocks are set. This would mean the UK would operate under Central
European Time which is the time zone for most of the European
continent. Clearly, if our closest neighbour, the UK, decides to
change its time system there would be a strong impetus to examine
the current Irish time zone given the strong economic, social, cultural
and family links between the two islands. However, there are
important benefits for Ireland to consider putting the clocks forward
that outweigh any moves by the UK in that direction.

An Teachta Thomas P. Broughan,
Samhain, 2012.
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