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Background
The National Lottery Act 1986 provides the legislative basis for

the National Lottery. The current National Lottery licence, which is
held by An Post National Lottery Company, is due to expire in 2013.
The Government has decided that there will be a competition for
the award of the next licence and that the successful bidder for the
new licence will be required to make an upfront payment to the
State. In order to facilitate the holding of the competition, it is
necessary to revise the legislation governing the National Lottery in
a number of respects. It is intended to provide for the repeal of the
National Lottery Act 1986 and for the enactment of a new Act. The
Bill is in many respects based on the 1986 Act but also includes
certain new provisions, for example the establishment of a new
independent National Lottery Regulator.

Principal purposes of Bill
The new legislation is intended to continue to provide a legislative

framework for the operation of a National Lottery. It is also intended
to continue to safeguard the integrity and viability of the National
Lottery, for example through the safeguarding of cash generated by
Lottery sales, the approval of Lottery games by the Regulator, and
the provision of ‘‘step in’’ powers for the Regulator.

The Bill provides for the establishment of a new National Lottery
Regulator who shall be independent of the Minister for Public
Expenditure and Reform and the Government. It is intended that
the new Regulator will be funded by an annual levy to be paid by
the operator of the National Lottery.

The Bill provides that the National Lottery will continue to be
operated by a distinct company, referred to in the Bill as ‘‘the
operator’’, whose sole purpose will be the holding of the National
Lottery. The Minister will no longer have an involvement in the
company — he will not hold shares in the company or appoint its
directors.

The Bill contains a number of provisions in relation to the
regulation of the National Lottery, for example provisions regarding
the sale of tickets and the circumstances in which a licence may be
amended or revoked. The Bill provides that, in the event of the
licence being revoked, the Regulator will have ‘‘step in powers’’ to
take over the management of the National Lottery.

The Bill provides for the sale of National Lottery tickets via
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interactive channels as well as through retail outlets. In an
international context, lotteries are doing more business through
interactive channels. The playing of lottery games on the internet is
seen as the most likely area of growth for lottery sales in the future.

In relation to the ‘‘good causes’’ which receive National Lottery
funding, the new Bill does not provide for any changes to the existing
categories of good causes.

Amendments to the Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956
The Bill provides for amendments to sections 27 and 28 of the

Gaming and Lotteries Act 1956, which covers lotteries other than
the National Lottery. These amendments confer on the Minister for
Justice and Equality the power to fix limits on the value of prizes
awarded in certain types of lottery held under that Act.
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