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Introduction.
The purpose of this bill is to plug several lacunae in the current

road traffic law, including the fact that there is currently no manda-
tory penalty regime for one of the most serious road traffic offences:
dangerous driving (section 53 of the Road Traffic Act 1961). It also
seeks to introduce common sense measures such as mandatory
breath testing for drivers involved in accidents, and the notification
of relevant persons when a person who has been disqualified from
driving applies to have his or her disqualification lifted early. The
Bill will introduce indexation of fines so that they can increase with
inflation rather than by statute, and give power to the Minister to
make regulations for testing drivers for drugs and other substances.

Section 1 defines the terms used in the Bill.

Section 2 amends the 1961 Act to provide for a mandatory dis-
qualification from driving for at least 6 months for persons convicted
of dangerous driving.

Section 3 provides for the mandatory breath testing of drivers who
have been involved in a road traffic accident, thereby removing any
requirement on a member of An Garda Sı́ochána to form an opinion
as to whether a driver has consumed alcohol.

Section 4 allows the Minister to make regulations for the testing
of drivers for substances other than alcohol, and this could include,
for example, drugs or other intoxicants. Currently no conclusive test
for such substances exists with sufficient to obtain convictions, but
this section aims to create the circumstances that will allow for the
easy integration into Irish law of such a test should it become avail-
able in the future.

Section 5 amends the most recent Road Traffic Act. In the Road
Traffic Act 2006, provision was created whereby a person who had
been disqualified from driving could apply to the court to have such
a disqualification lifted before it had expired. This section seeks to
do three things in this respect: (a) to allow such an application to be
made only where ‘‘extraordinary and exceptional circumstances’’ are
present; (b) to notify a victim of that person’s driving, or his or her
family, of any such application; and (c) to ensure that, when such an
application is granted, any person who was the victim of that person’s
driving, or his or her family, will be notified to that effect.
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Section 6 provides for the indexation of fines for road traffic
offences so that the fines keep up with inflation and do not have to
be altered or updated by statute on a regular basis.

Section 7 contains the short title and commencement of the Bill.
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