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Introduction
1. The purpose of the Bill is to consolidate and reform:

• the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) Act 1921;

• the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) (Amendment) Act 1979;

• the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) (Amendment) Act 1997;

• the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) (Amendment) Act 1998;

• the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) (Amendment) (No. 2)
Act 1998;

• the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) (Amendment) Act 2002;

• the Tribunals of Inquiry (Evidence) (Amendment) Act 2004;

with a view to putting in place a modern comprehensive statutory
framework governing all aspects of a tribunal from the time of its
establishment to publication of its final report.

2. The Bill implements in large part the recommendations con-
tained in the Law Reform Commission’s final report on Public
Inquiries including Tribunals of Inquiry published in May 2005 with
which a draft Bill was attached.

3. In summary, the Bill contains provisions which:

• clarify the process for setting and amending terms of refer-
ence of a tribunal;

• require a tribunal, within three months of its establishment,
to produce a statement of estimated costs and duration of the
tribunal — this statement must be subsequently amended
after significant developments;

• enable the Government, for stated reasons and following a
resolution of both Houses of the Oireachtas, to suspend or
dissolve a tribunal;

• govern the taking of evidence, including a provision regarding
‘‘reading-in’’ of evidence already available in written form
and not disputed;

• clarify the situation with regard to the granting of legal rep-
resentation before a tribunal;
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• enable the responsible Minister to request an interim report
on the general progress of an inquiry, or of a particular aspect
of an inquiry, from the tribunal;

• allow tribunal reports to be admissible in civil cases where
the findings of facts therein are uncontested;

• clarify the situation with regard to award of costs by a
tribunal;

• require the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform,
with the consent of the Minister for Finance, to make regu-
lations which will set out maximum amounts of legal fees
recoverable from the State;

• require the Taxing Master of the High Court, when adjudicat-
ing on applications for costs in respect of third parties, not to
exceed the amounts set out in the regulations.

Provisions of the Bill
4. Part 1 (sections 1 and 2) contains standard provisions dealing

with preliminary matters such as the short title and commencement
(section 1) and interpretation (section 2).

5. Part 2 (sections 3 to 11) contains provisions dealing with the
establishment, terms of reference, suspension and dissolution of
tribunals and other related matters.

6. Section 3(1) provides that the Government may, by order
approved by both Houses of the Oireachtas (section 3(2)), establish
a tribunal to inquire into any matter of urgent and significant public
importance. The order must specify the matter considered by the
Government to be a matter of urgent and significant public import-
ance, the terms of reference of the tribunal and also the Minister
who is to have responsibility for the tribunal (section 3(3)).

7. Section 4 provides that a tribunal is inquisitorial in nature and
independent in the performance of its functions.

8. Section 5 requires the responsible Minister, with the consent of
the Minister for Finance, to ensure that the tribunal is provided with
the administrative support (including counsel and solicitors) and
resources considered necessary to enable the tribunal to perform its
functions (section 5(1)). The administrative support may consist of
public servants by way of secondment or persons engaged from the
private sector by the responsible Minister or the tribunal (section
5(2)), if necessary by way of a competitive tendering process (sections
5(3) and (4)).

9. Section 6 provides that the terms of reference for a tribunal be
drafted as precisely as is practicable.

10. Section 7(1) provides that the Government may, by order
approved by both Houses of the Oireachtas (section 7(4)), amend a
tribunal’s terms of reference either following consultation with the
tribunal or at the request of the tribunal but not where the tribunal
has submitted its final report (section 7(2)). A tribunal may decline
to consent to, or may decline to request, an amendment of its terms
of reference if it is satisfied that the amendment would prejudice the
constitutional or legal rights of any person who has co-operated with
the tribunal (section 7(3)).

11. Section 8(1) requires a tribunal within 30 days (and not later
than 60 days) after its establishment, in consultation with the respon-
sible Minister, to prepare a statement containing an estimate of all



the costs (including third party legal costs) likely to be incurred by
the tribunal in performing its functions and an estimate of the time
frame for the submission of the final report. This statement must be
amended where it becomes apparent to the tribunal (section 8(2)(a))
or where the responsible Minister advises the tribunal (section
8(2)(b)) that the estimate is no longer appropriate. An amended
statement may itself be amended for similar reasons (section 8(3)).
The statement, or amended statement, must be laid before the
Houses of the Oireachtas (section 8(4)).

12. Section 9(1) allows the Government, for stated reasons on foot
of an order approved by each House of the Oireachtas (section 9(3)),
to suspend an inquiry in whole or in part to allow for the completion
of any other inquiry or the determination of any civil or criminal
proceedings relating to matters to which the inquiry relates. Before
the Government makes an order under this section, the responsible
Minister must consult with the tribunal. Section 9(2) is a technical
provision.

13. Section 10(1) allows the Government, on foot of an order
approved by each House of the Oireachtas (section 10(2)), to dissolve
a tribunal for stated reasons. Before the Government makes an order
under this section, the responsible Minister must consult with the
tribunal. The responsible Minister may direct (section 10(3)) a
chairperson to deposit material (defined in section 10(5)) with a
specified person or at a specified place and the chairperson is obliged
to comply with that direction (section 10(4)).

14. Section 11(1) provides that an inquiry comes to an end when
a tribunal, following submission of its final report to the responsible
Minister, notifies the Minister that it has fulfilled its terms of
reference.

15. Part 3 (sections 12 and 13) contains provisions relating to civil
and criminal liability.

16. Section 12(1)(a) prohibits a tribunal from determining any
person’s civil or criminal liability. Section 12(1)(b) provides that a
tribunal is not to be inhibited in the performance of any function
by any likelihood of liability being inferred from such performance.
Section 12(2) is a technical provision.

17. Section 13 provides that a statement or admission given by a
person for the purposes of the inquiry shall not be admissible as
evidence against the person in any criminal proceedings, unless the
criminal proceedings relate to an offence under section 40 or the
statement or admission, as the case may be, is capable of being pro-
ven independently of its being so given.

18. Part 4 (sections 14 to 17) contains provisions relating to mem-
bership of tribunals and appointment of experts by tribunals.

19. Section 14(1) empowers the responsible Minister to appoint,
by order, one or more persons to be the member or members of a
tribunal (section 14(1)). A person may be appointed as a member
of a tribunal during the course of the inquiry (section 14(2)). An
appointment may be for the duration of particular proceedings, or
particular parts, modules or other divisions of proceedings, before
the tribunal as are specified by the responsible Minister in the
appointment (section 14(3)). The responsible Minister must be satis-
fied that the person has the necessary experience, qualifications,
training or expertise that is appropriate for the inquiry. If the person
concerned is a judge, the responsible Minister must obtain the

3



4

approval of the President of the relevant Court to make the appoint-
ment (section 14(4)). Where a tribunal consists of 2 or more persons,
it is for the responsible Minister to designate a chairperson; however,
where a tribunal consists of only one person, he or she shall be
known as the chairperson (section 14(5)). Section 14(6) empowers
the responsible Minister to appoint another chairperson where the
existing chairperson is for any reason unable to continue to act in
that capacity. An appointment under section 14(1), 14(5) or 14(6)
does not require the consent of the tribunal to the particular person
being appointed (section 14(8)). Section 14(7) provides that the
appointment of a member under (section 14(1)) or another chairper-
son under (section 14(6)) does not affect previous decisions or
actions of the tribunal; nor does it prejudice the generality of
decisions or actions by the tribunal subsequent to the appointment
in respect of any matters that have been partly or wholly considered
by the tribunal before the appointment. A member of a tribunal who
is unable to act in that capacity, whether temporarily or for the
remainder of the inquiry, is, while unable to act, deemed not to be a
member of the tribunal (section 14(9)). A tribunal may act or con-
tinue to act notwithstanding that there is one or more than one vac-
ancy among its membership if it is satisfied that to do so would not
unduly prejudice the constitutional or legal rights of any person
affected by the inquiry (section 14(10)).

20. Section 15(1) empowers a responsible Minister to appoint, with
the consent of the Minister for Finance, reserve members of a tri-
bunal. Reserve members may sit with the tribunal during its pro-
ceedings, consider any oral evidence and examine any documents or
things that are produced or sent in evidence and be present at the
deliberations of the tribunal, but they cannot otherwise participate
or seek to influence the tribunal in the performance of its functions
(section 15(2)). However, where a reserve member is appointed to
be a member of the tribunal in accordance with section 15(5), the
appointment is deemed to be effective from either the date in the
order of appointment or the date on which the reserve member was
appointed in the first instance (section 15(6)). Sections 15(3), 15(4),
15(7), 15(8) and 15(9) contain similar provisions to sections 14(2),
14(4), 14(7), 14(9) and 14(10) respectively.

21. Section 16 provides that the responsible Minister may, by
notice approved by both Houses of the Oireachtas (section 16(3)),
terminate the appointment of a member, or reserve member (section
16(4)), of a tribunal for the reasons specified in section 16(1)(a) to
(d). In accordance with section 16(2), the responsible Minister must,
before terminating an appointment of a member, inform the member
(section 16(2)(a)), take into account any representations (section
16(2)(b)), consult other members of the tribunal if requested by the
member concerned (section 16(2)(c)) and with the chairperson
(section 16(2)(d)).

22. Section 17 makes provision for the appointment (section
17(1)), subject to Ministerial approval (section 17(2)), and termin-
ation of appointment (section 17(4)) of experts by a tribunal. Experts
will not be members of the tribunal concerned (section 17(3)).
Section 17(5) contains provisions relating to non-disclosure of infor-
mation by experts. Section 17(6) enables a tribunal, subject to Minis-
terial approval, to conduct research.

23. Part 5 (sections 18 to 24) contains provisions relating to the
proceedings of tribunals.



24. Section 18(1) requires a tribunal to carry out its functions as
efficiently, effectively and expeditiously as is practicable having
regard to its terms of reference. Section 18(2) precludes a tribunal
from inquiring into a relevant matter, as defined in section 18(4),
unless it is satisfied that the cost and duration of the inquiry into the
relevant matter are likely to be justified by the importance of the
facts that are likely to be established in consequence of the inquiry.
Section 18(3) enables a tribunal to carry out such private preliminary
investigations as it considers appropriate.

25. Section 19(1) allows a tribunal to establish rules and pro-
cedures, which must be given to all persons likely to be affected by
them (section 19(5)), relating to evidence and submissions. Section
19(2) contains a non-exhaustive list of the matters which may be
comprehended by the rules. The rules may also permit evidence to
be given to fewer than all of the members of a tribunal where the
tribunal consists of more than one member (section 19(3)) and, in
these circumstances, the evidence is considered to have been given
to all of the members (section 19(4)).

26. Section 20(1) requires a tribunal, subject to the rules estab-
lished under section 19(2)(c), to only receive orally that part of the
evidence which is subject to an objection from an interested party to
the evidence being accepted in written form. Where a tribunal, hav-
ing questioned the party concerned, considers that the objection is
unfounded, it may request the party to withdraw the objection
(section 20(2)). If the party doesn’t withdraw the objection, section
20(3) requires a tribunal to refuse to grant the additional costs
incurred as a result of taking the evidence orally unless exceptional
circumstances require the granting of all or part of those costs.

27. Section 21 contains provisions relating to decisions of a tri-
bunal consisting of more than one member. A decision of a majority
of the members of such a tribunal on any matter is the decision of the
tribunal, and where there is an equal division among the members in
relation to a decision on any matter, the decision of the chairperson
is the decision of the tribunal.

28. Section 22(1) empowers a chairperson to determine whether a
tribunal consisting of more than one member should act in divisions.
Such divisions have all the powers and duties of the tribunal, includ-
ing their powers and duties relating to costs (section 22(4)). Section
22(2) empowers the chairperson to: designate one member of the
division as its chairperson where the division consists of 2 or more
members; determine the functions to be performed by the division
and the matters in relation to which the division is to perform those
functions and require the division to prepare a report of its findings.
A report of a division is, under section 22(3), considered to have
been made by the tribunal. Where the chairperson of a division is
unable to act or continue to act in that capacity, another member of
the division may be designated as its chairperson if the division con-
sists of 2 or more members, or another member of the tribunal may
be appointed to be its chairperson; any such designation or appoint-
ment does not affect decisions or inquiries made or other actions
taken before the designation or appointment, as the case may be
(section 22(5)).

29. Section 23(1) permits a tribunal to appoint, subject to Minis-
terial approval (section 23(2)), investigators to carry out a prelimi-
nary investigation (section 23(3)) of any matter material to the
inquiry. Section 23(9) requires a tribunal to furnish an investigator
with a warrant of appointment which must, under section 23(10), be
produced when requested by any person affected by the performance
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of the investigator’s functions. Section 23(4) empowers an investi-
gator to require a person to provide material or to attend before the
investigator to answer questions and produce any material that the
investigator may reasonably request. Under section 23(5) an investi-
gator may: examine a person in relation to any information,
documents or things (section 23(5)(a)); reduce the answers of the
person to writing, require the person to sign the document and give
a copy of that document to the person (section 23(5)(b)) or keep a
record of the examination in such form as the investigator thinks fit
and give a copy of the record to the person (section 23(5)(c)). The
person concerned is entitled to the same immunities and privileges
as if he or she were a witness before the High Court (section 23(7)).
Where a person fails or refuses to comply with a requirement of an
investigator, the High Court may, upon application by the investi-
gator with the consent of the tribunal, order the person to comply
with the requirement (section 23(6)). An investigator cannot disclose
any information, documents or things obtained in the performance
of his or her functions except: to the tribunal (section 23(8)(a)); with
the consent of the tribunal (section 23(8)(b)); or pursuant to an order
of a court of competent jurisdiction (section 23(8)(c)).

30. Section 24(1) prohibits a tribunal from refusing to allow the
public to be present at any of the proceedings of the tribunal unless
in the opinion of the tribunal it is in the public interest expedient to
do so or there is a risk of prejudice to criminal or civil proceedings
that are pending or in progress. Section 24(2) provides that the pro-
hibition in section 24(1) doesn’t apply to any preliminary investi-
gation, either by the tribunal under section 18(3) or by an investi-
gator under section 23(3). Section 24(3) provides that a tribunal is
deemed to have discharged its obligations under section 24(1) where
it publishes, whether on its website or otherwise, a copy of the writ-
ten statement that is being adduced as evidence where a witness is
called to give oral evidence and a written statement forms only part
of his or her evidence (section 24(3)(a)), or the written statement of
a witness is not in dispute between parties to the proceedings at
which it is being adduced and the tribunal does not propose to call
the witness to give oral evidence (section 24(3)(b)), or the written
statement arises from an examination of a witness by an investigator
(section 24(3)(c)).

31. Part 6 (sections 25 and 26) contains provisions relating to rep-
resentation before tribunals.

32. Section 25(1) empowers a tribunal to grant or refuse an appli-
cation for representation. The applicant must state: the reasons why
he or she considers that representation should be granted (section
25(1)(a)); the number of representatives required (whether junior or
senior counsel or solicitors or otherwise) (section 25(1)(b)); and, to
the extent practicable, the particular proceedings, or the particular
parts, modules or other divisions of proceedings before the tribunal
for which representation is required (section 25(1)(c)). A tribunal
can only grant representation where it is satisfied that the person’s
constitutional or legal rights are likely to be affected by the pro-
ceedings before the tribunal (section 25(2)(a)), or where there are
exceptional circumstances for granting representation (section
25(2)(b)). Section 25(3) provides that a tribunal must provide written
reasons where it refuses an application for representation.

33. Section 26(1) empowers the tribunal, where it is authorising
representation under section 25, to specify: the maximum number of
representatives which it considers may need to be retained by the
person (section 26(1)(a)); to the extent practicable, the particular
proceedings, parts, modules or other divisions of proceedings for



which the tribunal considers that representation should be granted
(section 26(1)(b)); in the case of 2 or more persons, whether they
should be represented on a joint basis in proceedings before the
tribunal (section 26(1)(c)); or whether counsel for the inquiry could
represent the person concerned (section 26(1)(d)). The person
concerned is not obliged to follow the determination of the tribunal
in this regard but, where he or she does not do so, section 26(2)
provides that, except in exceptional circumstances, the tribunal must
not allow costs over and above those which would have arisen had
the person complied with the original determination. Section 26(3)
safeguards the general discretion of the tribunal to decline to make
an order for costs under section 36.

34. Part 7 (sections 27 to 31) contains provisions relating to powers
of tribunals and enforcement.

35. Section 27 sets out the powers of a tribunal. A tribunal has all
the powers, rights and privileges as are vested in the High Court or
a judge of that Court except any power to attach or commit or other-
wise to impose punishment for contempt (section 27(3)); it may make
such orders as are reasonable and necessary for the purposes of its
functions (section 27(1)) including orders enforcing the attendance
of witnesses and examining them on oath (section 27(2)(a)), compel-
ling the production of documents (section 27(2)(b)) and, subject to
the rules of court, issuing a commission or request to examine wit-
nesses abroad (section 27(2)(c)).

36. Section 28 contains provision for a tribunal to apply to the
High Court to ensure that its orders are enforced.

37. Section 29 provides that a person who gives evidence, infor-
mation, documents or other things to a tribunal has the same immun-
ities and privileges and is subject to the same liabilities as a witness
in proceedings in the High Court.

38. Section 30(1) provides for judicial review in respect of a chal-
lenge to a decision or determination of a tribunal. Section 30(2) sets
out the procedures applicable to such a judicial review application:
it must be made not later than 28 days, which can be extended by
the High Court in certain circumstances (section 30(3)), from the
date of the decision or determination (section 30(2)(a)); it must be
made by motion on notice to the tribunal (section 30(2)(b)); and it
can only be granted if the High Court is satisfied that there are sub-
stantial grounds for contending that the decision or determination of
a tribunal is invalid or ought to be quashed (section 30(2)(c)). Except
in cases of the constitutionality of any law (section 30(5)), the
decision of the High Court on an application for judicial review is
final and no appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court except where
the High Court certifies that its decision involves a point of law of
exceptional public importance and that it is desirable in the public
interest that an appeal should be taken to the Supreme Court
(section 30(4)).

39. Section 31(1) provides that a tribunal may apply to the High
Court for directions relating to the performance of its functions or
for approval of an act proposed to be done for the purposes of such
performance and the High Court must give such directions (section
31(2)). The High Court may, on application, hear the application
under section (1) in private because of: the subject matter in relation
to which directions are sought (section 31(3)(a)); a risk of prejudice
to criminal or civil proceedings that are pending or in progress
(section 31(3)(b)); or any other matter relating to the nature of the
evidence to be given at the hearing of the application (section
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31(3)(c)). The High Court must give such priority as it reasonably
can to the disposal of proceedings in the Court (section 31(4)).
Section 31(5) is a technical provision.

40. Part 8 (sections 32 to 35) contains provisions relating to final
and interim reports of tribunals.

41. Section 32(1) requires a tribunal to prepare a written report
at the end of the inquiry to set out the facts established and any
recommendations it considers appropriate. The report must be
submitted to the responsible Minister before the expiration of the
estimated time frame contained in the statement referred to in
section 8(1) or such further period that may have been agreed
between the tribunal and the responsible Minister (section 32(4)).
The final report must indicate where (e.g.) owing to insufficient, con-
flicting or inconsistent evidence the facts relating to a particular issue
have not been established and the tribunal may indicate in the report
its opinion as to the quality and weight of any such evidence relating
to the issue (section 32(2)). Section 32(3) sets out the circumstances
where a tribunal may omit certain information from the final report.

42. Section 33(1) empowers a responsible Minister to request an
interim report on the general progress of the inquiry or on a particu-
lar aspect of the inquiry and, under section 33(2), a tribunal must
comply with that request. Section 33(3) obliges a tribunal to provide
the responsible Minister with an interim report where, of its own
volition, it prepares a new estimate under section 8(2) for submission
of the final report. Section 33(4) applies sections 32(2) and (3) to an
interim report as they apply to the final report.

43. Section 34(1)(a) obliges a responsible Minister to arrange for
publication of a final report of a tribunal as soon as is practicable
after it is submitted to him or her. Section 34(1)(b) provides that the
responsible Minister may, following consultation with the tribunal,
arrange for publication of an interim report unless he or she is satis-
fied that publication would impair the inquiry. However, section
34(1) is subject to the provisions of section 34(2) which obliges a
responsible Minister to apply to the High Court for directions
concerning the publication of the report where he or she considers
that publication of the final report or an interim report of a tribunal
might prejudice any criminal or civil proceedings that are pending or
in progress. Where a responsible Minister applies to the High Court
under section 34(2), the Court must ensure that notice is given to
the Attorney General, the Director of Public Prosecutions, and each
person who is a defendant in criminal or civil proceedings relating to
an act or matter inquired into by the tribunal and referred to in the
report (section 34(3)). The Court may receive submissions or
evidence tendered by or on behalf of any person referred to in
section 34(3), and hear the application in private if it considers it
appropriate to do so (section 34(4)). If the Court considers that the
publication of the report might prejudice any criminal or civil
proceedings that are pending or in progress, it may direct that the
report or a specified part of it be not published for a specified period,
or until the Court otherwise directs (section 34(5)). Section 34(7)
allows the Government, acting on the opinion of the responsible
Minister (section 34(6)), to direct that the report or a specified part
of it not be published for a specified period or until the Government
otherwise directs, where such publication would not be in the interest
of State security, or the interest of the State’s relations with other
states or international organisations.



44. Section 35 provides that a final or interim report of a tribunal
shall be admissible in any civil proceedings as evidence of the find-
ings of facts by the tribunal without further proof, unless the contrary
is shown, and of the opinion of the tribunal in relation to any matter
contained in the report.

45. Part 9 (sections 36 to 39) contains provisions relating to costs.

46. Section 36(1) provides that an application for costs by any
relevant person (defined in section 36(5) as ‘‘any person who has
incurred costs as a result of co-operating with a tribunal’’) may be
made, at the discretion of the chairperson, on the conclusion of par-
ticular proceedings, or on the conclusion of particular parts, modules
or other divisions of proceedings, or on the conclusion of all pro-
ceedings, before the tribunal. Section 36(2) provides that it is for the
chairperson to determine if costs are to be paid. The award of costs
is subject to: section 20(3) (which requires a tribunal to refuse, unless
exceptional circumstances exist, to grant the additional costs incurred
as a result of taking evidence orally where it has ruled that such
evidence should not be given orally); section 26(2) (which provides
that the tribunal shall not, unless exceptional circumstances exist,
allow costs over and above those which would have arisen had the
person complied with the tribunal’s original determination as to the
level of representation required); sections 38 and 39 (the award of
any costs must not exceed the maximum amounts provided for under
these sections); and section 36(4) (which sets out the criteria which
the chairperson must have reference to in determining whether to
authorise the payment of costs). If the chairperson refuses an appli-
cation for costs, he or she must give reasons for the refusal (section
36(2)(b)). Section 36(3) provides that the chairperson may award
costs against a person for the benefit of the Exchequer, either of his
or her own motion or upon application by the responsible Minister
or the Minister for Finance, where that person added to the duration
of the hearings by knowingly or recklessly providing false or mislead-
ing information to the tribunal or otherwise failing to provide appro-
priate co-operation when it was in that person’s power to do so.

47. Section 37 empowers the chairperson of a tribunal to make an
order for costs in respect of any costs incurred, but which had not
been determined, before his or her appointment. The chairperson
must have regard to, inter alia, any final or interim report of the
tribunal relating to its proceedings in the period before his or her
appointment.

48. Section 38(1) provides that an award of costs under section 36
must not exceed the relevant maximum amounts applicable to var-
ious categories of costs specified in regulations under section 39.
Section 38(1) applies to any existing tribunal to which regulations
under section 39 are expressed to apply (section 38(2)(a)) and to all
future tribunals (section 38(2)(b)) established under section 3(1), and
all costs incurred under those tribunals which fall into any of the
categories of costs specified in those regulations. Section 38(3)
requires a Taxing Master of the High Court not to allow any costs
in excess of the maximum amounts specified in the regulations under
section 39. Section 38(4) makes provision for a Taxing Master of the
High Court, where practicable, to assist a tribunal in making an order
for costs or assessing and measuring any costs to which such an order
relates. Sections 38(5), 38(6) and 38(7) are technical provisions.

49. Section 39(1) is a regulation-making power for the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform, with the consent of the Minister
for Finance and having regard to what would be reasonable remuner-
ation for services (including legal services) provided in or in relation
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to inquisitorial proceedings (section 39(2)), to determine the
maximum amounts of various categories of costs which may be paid,
pursuant to section 36, to counsel or solicitors engaged by parties
appearing before the tribunal or to the tribunal’s counsel or solici-
tors. Section 39(3) provides that the regulations may: specify different
categories of costs; require the chairperson to provide reasons for
granting or refusing costs; set the maximum amounts which may be
paid by reference to (e.g.) a yearly, daily, hourly or other rate, etc.;
be expressed to apply to a particular tribunal, to particular pro-
ceedings or modules of proceedings or to specified costs or categories
of costs, etc. Section 39(4) is a technical provision.

50. Part 10 comprises section 40 and sets out offences under the
Act and the penalties attaching to those offences.

51. Part 11 (sections 41 to 44) contains miscellaneous provisions.

52. Sections 41, 42, 43 and 44 are technical provisions dealing with
expenses, repeals and transitional matters, restriction of section 4 of
the Data Protection Act 1988 and consequential amendments to
other enactments respectively.

Financial implications
53. The operation of the proposals in the Bill is expected to gener-

ate significant savings in the costs to the Exchequer of tribunals of
inquiries.

Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform,
November 2005.

Wt. 511. 674. 11/05. Cahill. (X48637). Gr. 30-15.




