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—SELECT COMMITTEE

Leasuithe
Amendments

SECTION 2
1. In page 10, subsection (1), line 12, after “the” where it firstly occurs to insert

“humane”.
—Mary Upton.

2. In page 10, subsection (1), line 30, after “public” where it secondly occurs to
insert “free or”.

—Mary Upton.

SECTION 15
3. In page 15, line 35, after “writing” to insert the following:

“, which shall be laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas,”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 16
4. In page 15, subsection (1)(b), lines 41 to 43, to delete all words from and in-

cluding “but” in line 41 down to and including “profession” in line 43 and
substitute the following:

“one of whom shall be a representative of persons with a farming inter-
est and one of whom shall avail of the levies of a small animal veteri-
nary practice”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

5. In page 16, subsection (1)(c), line 1, to delete “who is not eligible to be so
registered, but”.

—Mary Upton.

6. In page 16, subsection (1)(c), line 1, to delete “is not eligible to be so regis-
tered, but who”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

7. In page 16, subsection (1), lines 3 to 5, to delete paragraph (d).
—Mary Upton.

8. In page 16, subsection (1)(e), line 10, after “Ireland” to insert “in consultation
with H.E.T.A.C.”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.
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[ SECTION 16 ]

9. In page 16, subsection (1)(e), lines 10 to 13, to delete all words from and in-
cluding “of” where it secondly occurs in line 10 down to including “regis-
tered” in line 13 and substitute the following:

“is the Dean of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at University Col-
lege Dublin;”.

—Mary Upton.

10. In page 16, subsection (1)(h), line 19, after “section 18” to insert the follow-
ing:

“and that these be chosen to reflect different specialities in the profes-
sion”.

—Martin Ferris.

SECTION 23
11. In page 20, subsection (9)(a), line 43, to delete “may” and substitute “shall”.

—Mary Upton.

SECTION 25
12. In page 21, subsection (2), line 46, to delete “€3,000” and substitute

“€10,000”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

13. In page 21, subsection (2), line 46, to delete “6” and substitute “12”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 32
14. In page 26, between lines 3 and 4, to insert the following subsection:

“(3) Information as respects gifts accepted by the Council in any year shall be in-
cluded in the report referred to in section 30 as respects that year.”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

15. In page 26, between lines 3 and 4, to insert the following subsection:

“(3) The Council shall include in its annual report a list of gifts received and ac-
cepted.”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 33
16. In page 26, subsection (1), line 4, after “it” to insert “and when they fall due”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

17. In page 26, subsection (2)(b), line 14, after “person” to insert the following:

“and the period of time for which it shall be retained”.
—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

18. In page 26, between lines 33 and 34, to insert the following subsection:

“(4) Without prejudice to the generality of  subsection (3), if the fees prescribed
under  subsection (2)(b) have not been paid by a registered person not less than 3
months after the date on which they have been prescribed as falling due the Council
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[ SECTION 33 ]

may remove the name of the registered person from all or some of the Parts of the
Register or the Register of Veterinary Nurses where he or she is registered as the
Council considers appropriate.”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 34
19. In page 27, between lines 24 and 25, to insert the following subsection:

“(6) A person entered on the Register may describe himself or herself as a veteri-
nary surgeon.”.

—Mary Upton.

SECTION 37
20. In page 27, subsection (1), line 37, after “published” to insert “, including by

electronic means,”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 45
21. In page 35, subsection (3)(a), line 25, after “requisite” to insert the following:

“educational qualification prescribed under section 66, and”.
—Mary Upton.

22. In page 36, subsection (11), line 44, to delete “disease” and substitute the fol-
lowing:

“class A disease, or such similar disease which poses a significant threat to animal
or human health”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

23. In page 36, between lines 46 and 47, to insert the following subsection:

“(12) For the avoidance of doubt, a person who is registered under this section
shall not carry out on an animal a treatment or procedure or administer an animal
remedy, save in the course of a class A disease eradication programme, or where
such a disease outbreak poses a significant threat to animal or human health.”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 53
24. In page 41, subsection (1)(b), line 6, after “Minister” to insert “with the ap-

proval of Dáil Éireann”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 55
25. In page 42, subsection (1), line 5, after “person” to insert “, under Part 4 or

Part 8,”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

26. In page 42, subsection (5), line 27, after “regulations” to insert the following:

“following the approval of each House of the Oireachtas”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.
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[ SECTION 56 ]

SECTION 56
27. In page 43, before section 56, to insert the following new section:

“56.—A person may transport an animal to a veterinary premises under the mean-
ing of  Part 9 for the purposes of first aid or medical assistance in an emergency,
without complying with normal animal movement regulations.”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

28. In page 43, line 6, to delete “, the details of which are registered on the Regis-
ter”.

—Mary Upton.

SECTION 57
29. In page 43, subsection (1), line 9, after “medicine” to insert the following:

“, including the issue of prescriptions and prescription only medicines,”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 59
30. In page 43, lines 40 to 46, to delete subsection (3) and substitute the follow-

ing:

“(3) Prior to making a regulation under subsection (1) or section 55(5) the Minis-
ter shall seek and obtain the approval of each House of the Oireachtas.”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 62
31. In page 45, subsection (2)(e), line 18, to delete “two” and substitute “three”.

—Mary Upton.

32. In page 45, between lines 21 and 22, to insert the following subsection:

“(3)  One  member  of  the  Education  Committee  shall  be  nominated  by
H.E.T.A.C.”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 75
33. In page 53, before section 75, to insert the following new section:

75.—The Council may, where it is of opinion that it is reasonable to do so, of its
own motion investigate the fitness to practise of a registered person.”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 77
34. In page 57, subsection (6)(a), line 16, after “oath” to insert “or affirmation”.

—Mary Upton.

35. In page 57, subsection (6)(b), line 19, after “oaths” to insert “or affirmations”.
—Mary Upton.
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[ SECTION 77 ]

36. In page 57, subsection (7)(a), line 26, after “oath” to insert “or affirmation”.
—Mary Upton.

37. In page 57, subsection (8)(a)(ii)(I), line 39, after “oath” to insert “or affirma-
tion”.

—Mary Upton.

SECTION 79
38. In page 58, to delete lines 42 to 51 and in page 59, to delete lines 1 to 3 and

substitute the following:

79.—(1) Where the Council receives a report from the Fitness to Practise Com-
mittee under  section 78(1), in which that Committee gives as its opinion that the
registered person to whom the inquiry relates is not fit to practise, or is not fit to
practise a specified type of veterinary medicine, or veterinary nursing as appropri-
ate, it shall decide to do any of the following—”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 83
39. In page 63, subsection (1), line 34, to delete “triable”.

—Mary Upton.

40. In page 63, subsection (1), line 36, to delete “triable” and substitute the fol-
lowing:

“which, in the opinion of the Council, would have been appropriate for trial”.
—Mary Upton.

41. In page 63, subsection (1), line 37, after “may” to insert “having regard to
section 47(2)(d)”.

—Mary Upton.

SECTION 86
Section proposed to be deleted.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 91
42. In page 67, subsection (2)(b), to delete lines 22 and 23.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

43. In page 67, between lines 27 and 28, to insert the following subsection:

“(3) The Minister may, with the approval of each House of the Oireachtas, by reg-
ulation prescribe the minor medical procedures and minor surgery which may be
carried out by a veterinary nurse.”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

44. In page 67, subsection (3), line 31, after “relates)” to insert the following:

“or a procedure under section 55 under the direction of a veterinary practitioner”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.
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[ SECTION 92 ]

SECTION 92
45. In page 68, lines 23 to 29, to delete subsection (5) and substitute the follow-

ing:

“(5) Prior to making a regulation under subsection (1) the Minister shall seek and
obtain the approval of each House of the Oireachtas.”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 98
46. In page 72, subsection (1), line 25, after “Council” to insert “and the approval

of each House of the Oireachtas”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 102
47. In page 74, subsection (1)(g), line 11, to delete “including age limits (if any),

”.
—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia, Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 103
48. In page 76, lines 12 to 18, to delete subsection (3) and substitute the follow-

ing:

“(3) Prior to making a regulation under the section or  section 102 the Minister
shall seek and obtain the approval of each House of the Oireachtas.”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 105
49. In page 76, to delete line 32 and substitute the following:

“ ‘exempted place’ means a place where the practice of veterinary medicine by a
registered practitioner occurs—

(a) under regulations made under the European Communities Act 1972,

(b) by or under an Act that relates to—

(i) export or slaughter of animals, or

(ii) export of meat,

or

(c) under regulations made under section 107;

‘register of certificates of suitability’ shall be construed in accordance with section
121;

‘State premises’ means a veterinary premises that is under the control of—

(a) a Minister of the Government, or

(b) a local authority;

‘under  the  care  of  a  registered  practitioner’  has  the  same  meaning  as  it  has  in
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[ SECTION 105 ]

Regulation 44 of the Animal Remedies Regulations 1996, save that Regulation 44
shall be read as if any reference to a registered veterinary surgeon in that Regulation
were a reference to a registered practitioner within the meaning of this Act;

‘veterinary premises’ includes any place where the practice of veterinary medicine
by a registered person occurs, including an ambulance or other vehicle equipped to
facilitate such practice.”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 106
50. In page 76, before section 106, to insert the following new section:

106.—(1) A registered person shall  not  practise veterinary medicine otherwise
than at—

(a) a premises to which a certificate of suitability applies,

(b) a State premises,

(c) a premises, including a farm, that is under the control of the person who
owns the animal or who for the time being has custody of the animal that
is under the care of a registered practitioner, which registered practitioner
usually practises veterinary medicine at a premises to which a certificate
of suitability applies,

(d) an exempted place,

(e) a place where an emergency veterinary procedure is performed,

(2) It is an offence for a registered person to contravene subsection (1).

(3)  Subsection (1) shall not come into operation until such time as the Council
shall make Regulations under section 108.”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

[Acceptance of this amendment involves the deletion of section 106 of the Bill.]

51. In page 76, subsection (1), line 34, after “person” to insert “regularly”.
—Mary Upton.

52. In page 76, subsection (1), between lines 36 and 37, to insert the following:

“(a) premises owned or occupied by the owner of an animal being attended to
by the registered person,”.

—Mary Upton.

SECTION 108
53. In page 78, subsection (1)(b), line 34, after “public,” to insert the following:

“including  the  collection  and  disposal  of  unwanted  animal  remedies
and/or their containers,”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

54. In page 78, subsection (1), line 37, to delete “, not later than one year after the
establishment day,”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.
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[ SECTION 108 ]

55. In page 78, between lines 38 and 39, to insert the following subsection:

“(2) The power under subsection (1) shall be first exercised not later than 1 year
after the establishment day.”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 109
Section proposed to be deleted.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

56. In page 79, subsection (1), line 17, to delete “practise” and substitute “con-
duct the regular practice of”.

—Mary Upton.

SECTION 110
57. In page 79, subsection (1), line 27, after “person” to insert the following:

“or two or more registered persons applying jointly”.
—Mary Upton.

SECTION 112
58. In page 80, subsection (2), line 32, after “be” to insert “first”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

59. In page 80, subsection (2), line 33, after “day” to insert the following:

“and in any event shall not be prescribed any later than the making of Regulations
under section 108”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 122
60. In page 86, lines 13 and 14, to delete subsection (1).

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 123
61. In page 86, before section 123, to insert the following new section:

123.—(1) The Council shall make and issue an extract from the register of certifi-
cates of suitability in respect of a veterinary premises to which a certificate of suit-
ability relates, to the certificate holder, on the face of which the Council shall certify
it to be such an extract.

(2) An extract referred to in  subsection (1) shall be displayed by the certificate
holder in a prominent place at the veterinary premises to which it relates.

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (2) is guilty of an offence.”.
—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

[Acceptance of this amendment involves the deletion of section 123 of the Bill.]
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[ SECTION 123 ]

62. In page 86, subsection (1), line 18, after “suitability” to insert “or a copy
thereof”.

—Mary Upton.

SECTION 124
63. In page 86, subsection (1), line 23, to delete “section 109” and substitute

“section 106”.
—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 125
64. In page 86, subsection (1), line 36, after “Council” to insert “for the purposes

of this Act”.
—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 126
65. In page 87, lines 12 to 16, to delete paragraphs (b) and (c) and substitute the

following:

“(b) in respect of an investigation under paragraph (a), furnish a written report
of his or her findings to the Council within 21 days of concluding it,

(c) carry out an inspection of a veterinary premises and furnish a written re-
port under section 118.”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SECTION 127
66. In page 87, before section 127, to insert the following new section:

127.—(1) In order to perform his or her functions under section 126(a) an autho-
rised officer shall apply to a Justice of the District Court to issue a warrant authoris-
ing the authorised officer to perform the functions referred to at subsection (2), and
the Justice of the District Court may issue the warrant if satisfied by information on
oath that it is proper for him or her to do so for the purposes of  section 126(a),
which warrant authorises a named authorised officer accompanied by such other au-
thorised officers or members of the Garda Síochána as may be necessary, at any
time or  times within 1  month  of  the  date  of  issue  of  the  warrant,  to  enter  that
premises and perform any of the functions referred to at subsection (2).

(2) An authorised officer may:

(a) enter and inspect premises at or by means of which any activity, including
the keeping of records in relation to that activity, in connection with the
practice of veterinary medicine is carried on,

(b) at such premises inspect and take copies of any books, records, other doc-
uments (including documents stored in non-legible form) or extracts from
them, which he or she finds in the course of his or her inspection,

(c) remove any such books, records or documents from such premises and de-
tain them for such period as he or she reasonably considers to be neces-
sary for the purposes of his or her functions under this Act,
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[ SECTION 127 ]

(d) carry out, or have carried out,  such examinations, tests, inspections and
checks as he or she reasonably considers to be necessary for the purposes
of his or her functions under this Act of—

(i) the premises,

(ii) any equipment at the premises,

(iii) any animal remedies at the premises,

(iv) any animals at the premises,

(e) require any person at the premises or the owner or person in charge of the
premises and any person employed there to give to him or her such assis-
tance and information and to produce to him or her such books, docu-
ments, or other records (and in the case of documents or records stored in
non-legible form, produce to him or her legible reproductions of them)
that are in that person’s power or procurement, as he or she may reason-
ably require for the purpose of his or her functions under this Act,

(f) take samples of any animal remedy or any article used in the practice of
veterinary medicine found at the premises for the purposes of analysis
and examination,

(g) secure for later inspection any premises or part of any premises in which
an animal is or has been kept or where an animal remedy or an article
used in the practice of veterinary medicine is found or ordinarily kept, or
records, books or documents are found or ordinarily kept, for such period
as may reasonably be necessary for the purposes of his or her functions
under this Act, or

(h) take possession of or remove from the premises for examination and anal-
ysis any animal found on the premises or any animal remedy or article
used in the practice of veterinary medicine and detain them for such peri-
od as he or she considers reasonably necessary for the purposes of his or
her functions under this Act.

(3) Where, upon reasonable grounds, an authorised officer believes that a person
has committed an offence under this Act he or she may require that person to pro-
vide him or her with his or her name and the address at which he or she ordinarily
resides.

(4) In this section and, where applicable, in section 128—

‘premises’ means any place, ship or other vessel, aircraft, railway wagon or other
vehicle,  and includes a container  used to transport  animal remedies,  animals,  or
equipment used in the practice of veterinary medicine but does not include a State
premises within the meaning of section 105;

‘record’ includes, in addition to a record in writing—

(a) a disc, tape, sound-track or other device, including an electronic device, in
which information, sounds or signals are embodied so as to be capable
(with or without the aid of some other instrument) of being reproduced in
legible or audible form,
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[ SECTION 127 ]

(b) a film, tape or other device, including an electronic device, in which visual
images are embodied so as to be capable (with or without the aid of some
other instrument) of being reproduced in visual form,

(c) a photograph,

and any reference to a copy of a record includes—

(i) in the case of a record to which paragraph (a) applies, a transcript of the
sounds or signals embodied in it,

(ii) in the case of a record to which paragraph (b) applies, a still reproduction
of the images embodied in it, and

(iii) in the case of a record to which paragraphs (a) and (b) apply, such a tran-
script together with such a still reproduction;

‘vehicle’ means any conveyance in or by which any person or thing, or both, is
transported which is designed for use on land, or in water or in the air, or in more
than one of those ways, and includes—

(a) part of a vehicle,

(b) an article designed as a vehicle but not capable of functioning as a vehicle,

(c) a container or skip designed or used for carriage on a vehicle or a trailer
designed for use or used with a vehicle.”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

[Acceptance of this amendment involves the deletion of section 127 of the Bill.]

67. In page 87, subsection (1)(a)(i)(I), lines 24 and 25, to delete “by a registered
person”.

—Mary Upton.

68. In page 87, subsection (1)(b), line 32, after “non-legible” to insert “or elec-
tronic”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

69. In page 87, subsection (1)(c), line 34, after “documents” to insert “, including
those stored in electronic form,”.

—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

70. In page 88, between lines 28 and 29, to insert the following subsection:

“(2) Where an authorised officer takes possession of or removes from the premis-
es for examination and analysis, any animal pursuant to subsection (1)(h) which is
not the property of the registered person concerned, then—

(a) the authorised officer shall take reasonable steps to notify the owner of the
animal of such seizure or removal, within a reasonable time after taking
possession of or removing the animal, save where it is not possible to
identify the owner notwithstanding reasonable diligence,

(b) where the owner so requests, the authorised officer shall return the animal
to the possession of the owner unless there are reasonable grounds to be-
lieve that the owner is responsible for serious ill-treatment or neglect of
the animal, and
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[ SECTION 127 ]

(c) where an animal is returned to its owner following seizure or removal un-
der this section, the subsequent production of the animal in proceedings
(including disciplinary proceedings) under this Act shall not be required,
and the production of photographic or scientific evidence regarding the
condition of the animal shall be sufficient in any such proceedings.”.

—Mary Upton.

71. In page 88, subsection (3), line 33, to delete “dwelling” and substitute
“premises”.

—Mary Upton.

72. In page 88, subsection (3), line 33, after “dwelling” to insert “or premises”.
—Denis Naughten, Seymour Crawford.

SECTION 128
73. In page 89, before section 128, to insert the following new section:

128.—An authorised officer may enter a veterinary premises to which a certificate
of suitability applies or in respect of which a certificate of suitability has been ap-
plied for with the consent of the occupier of that premises, in order to carry out his
or her functions referred to at section 126(c).”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

[Acceptance of this amendment involves the deletion of section 128 of the Bill.]

SECTION 129
74. In page 89, subsection (2)(a), line 40, to delete “or 128”.

—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

75. In page 89, subsection (2)(b), line 43, to delete “or 128”.
—An tAire Talmhaíochta agus Bia.

SCHEDULE 2
76. In page 94, paragraph (14)(a), line 20, after “section 16(1)” to insert the fol-

lowing:

“and a statement of such reasons shall be laid before both Houses of
the Oireachtas”.

—Mary Upton.
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