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Leasuithe
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SECTION 1

1. In page 5, between lines 19 and 20, to insert the following:

‘‘ ‘‘Act of 2002’’ means the Road Traffic Act 2002;’’.
— Senator Paddy Burke.

2. In page 6, before section 4, to insert the following new section:

‘‘Accountability. 4.—The Minister shall, notwithstanding the status
of the Authority, remain politically accountable to the
Houses of the Oireachtas for all matters that fall
under the aegis of the Authority, and nothing in this
Act shall be used to diminish the level of that
responsibility or his or her accountability in that
regard.’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

3. In page 6, between lines 46 and 47, to insert the following
new subsection:

‘‘(5) Without prejudice to any other subsection in this section,
the Authority shall further have amongst its responsibilities,
the following:

(a) the registration of vehicles and retention of data per-
taining to the ownership of vehicles;

(b) driver testing;

(c) registration of qualified driving instructors;

(d) maintenance of the national driver file;

(e) education of drivers, and promotion of educational and
information campaigns for safe and responsible
driving;
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SECTION 1—continued
(f) maintenance, management and revision, as appropriate,

of the Rules of the Road;

(g) maintenance of road signage and markings;

(h) policy advice to the Minister and certain other bodies
as prescribed by this Act; and

(i) such other matters as the Minister may prescribe from
time to time.’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

SECTION 5
4. In page 7, before section 5, to insert the following new section:

‘‘Amendment to 5.—The Act of 2002 is amended by:
the Act of 2002.

(a) inserting the following new subsection after
subsection (3) in section 1:

‘‘(4) Responsibility for the mainten-
ance, operation and alteration of the
licence record shall vest in the Road
Safety Authority.’’,

(b) deleting section 2(2) and substituting the
following:

‘‘(2) Where a person is convicted of a
penalty point offence, the number of pen-
alty points specified in column (5) of the
First Schedule opposite the mention of the
offence in column (2) of that Schedule
shall, subject to and in accordance with
the provisions of this Act—

(a) be endorsed on the entry relating
to the person in respect of the
offence,

(b) be entered into the record of the
Garda PULSE system, and

(c) be endorsed upon that person’s
driving licence by an Garda
Sı́ochána.’’,

(c) inserting the following new subsection after
subsection (5):

‘‘(6) (a) Upon receipt of a notice under
section 5 of this Act, a person
shall, within 14 days, surrender
his or her licence to a Member
of an Garda Sı́ochána at any
Garda station, so that the pen-
alty points under this section
may be endorsed upon it.

(b) A person who fails to surrender
his or her licence under this



SECTION 5—continued
subsection shall be guilty of an
offence, which shall be punish-
able by a fine not exceeding
\80 for each offence until the
said licence has been endorsed
in accordance with subsection
(a) of this section.

(d) deleting section 5 and substituting the
following:

‘‘5.—(1) When penalty points are
endorsed on the entry of a person, the
Minister shall, as soon as may be there-
after, cause a notice to be given or sent,
by post or otherwise, to the person—

(a) to the effect that the number of
penalty points specified in the
notice has been endorsed on
the entry relating to the per-
son following—

(i) the making by the person
of a payment referred to
in section 2(1), or

(ii) the conviction of the per-
son of a penalty point
offence,

and that, subject to section
3(2), they will remain on the
entry for a period of 3 years
beginning on the appropriate
date, and

(b) specifying the total number of
penalty points that, following
the endorsement aforesaid,
stand so endorsed and, if that
number equals or exceeds 12,
specifying that the person will
be disqualified under section
3 for holding a licence for a
period of 6 months, beginning
on the appropriate date, and
directing him or her to submit
the licence held by him or her
to the licensing authority that
granted the licence not later
than 14 days from that date.

(2) When a notice is given or sent to a
person under subsection (1), the Minister
shall cause—

(a) particulars of the notice, includ-
ing its date, to be entered on
the entry relating to the
person,
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SECTION 5—continued
(b) a copy of that notice to be sent

to an Garda Sı́ochána, and

(c) particulars of the notice, includ-
ing its date, to be entered on
the Garda PULSE system.

(3) A person who does not comply
with a direction under paragraph (b) of
subsection (1) in a notice under that sub-
section shall be guilty of an offence.

(4) An Garda Sı́ochána shall—

(a) have jurisdiction to seek the sur-
render of a licence in the
name of a person to whom a
notice has been given or sent
under subsection (1), in the
same manner as if a court
order had been issued for the
forfeiture of that licence, or

(b) seek a court order for the for-
feiture of that licence under
this Act.’’.’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

5. In page 7, before section 5, to insert the following new section:

‘‘Policy role. 5.—(1) The Authority shall have a policy role in—

(a) making general road safety policy recom-
mendations to the Minister,

(b) advising the Minister on any review of
speed limits,

(c) advising local authorities on general road
safety policy,

(d) liaising between any itself and any one or
more of the following bodies:

(i) an Garda Sı́ochána;

(ii) the National Roads Authority;

(iii) local authorities and municipal
authorities;

(iv) the Department of the Envir-
onment, Heritage and Local
Government;

(v) the Department of Transport; or

(vi) such other bodies as the Minister
may prescribe from time to time.



SECTION 5—continued
(2) The Authority shall have consultative and

advisory roles in any review or reform of road cat-
egories, or in terms of their route letter and
number.’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

6. In page 7, before section 5, to insert the following new section:

‘‘Driver testing. 5.—(1) The Authority shall have responsibility for
the management and standards of driver testing in
Ireland.

(2) The Authority shall put such structures in place
as it deems necessary to ensure that the standard of
driving in Ireland is maintained and improved.

(3) The Authority may put such pre-conditions in
place as it deems necessary, for candidates who wish
to take the driving test. Such pre-conditions may
include, but are not limited to, a requirement that
candidates undergo a prescribed number of driving
lessons before being allowed to sit the driving test.

(4) In carrying out its functions under subsection
(2), the Authority shall review and update the driving
test and driver theory test so that—

(a) each examination conforms to international
best practice,

(b) the driver testing process reflects safe driv-
ing practices,

(c) each examination has regard to persons
who—

(i) are hearing impaired,

(ii) do not speak Irish or English as
defined by the Official Languages
Act 2003,

(iii) have literacy difficulties, or, in the case
of the driver theory test, difficulty
operating a computer, or

(iv) have a physical disability, and

(d) a detailed report of the results of test, includ-
ing all of the following:

(i) whether the candidate passed or failed
the test;

(ii) where he or she made errors;

(iii) what areas the candidate could
improve;

(iv) in the case of a candidate who has
passed, what further actions he or she
must take to obtain a licence; and
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SECTION 5—continued
(v) in the case of a candidate who has

failed, how he or she can reapply for
the test,

is made available to each candidate.

(5) On a regular basis, the Authority shall produce
and update, a drivers’ training manual, which shall
contain—

(a) the Rules of the Road,

(b) advice on safe driving, and

(c) such other information as the Authority
deems necessary,

and such drivers’ training manual shall be subject to
the provisions of section 10 of the Official Languages
Act 2003.’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

7. In page 7, before section 5, to insert the following new section:

‘‘Driver testers. 5.—(1) In carrying out its functions as provided for
by the Minister, in regulations, under section 4 of this
Act, the Authority shall assume responsibility for the
training and quality control of driver testers.

(2) The Authority shall put in place such structures
as it deems necessary to regulate driver testers and
shall maintain a register of those who are qualified to
conduct official driving tests.

(3) Driver testers shall be obliged to undergo reg-
ular quality control testing and retraining at such
intervals as may be prescribed by the Authority.’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

8. In page 7, before section 5, to insert the following new section:

‘‘Driving 5.—(1) The Authority shall, in the exercise of its
instructors. functions as prescribed by section 4(1) of this Act, be

responsible for setting training standards and ensur-
ing quality control of driving instructors.

(2) Without prejudice to subsection (3) of this
section, the Authority shall assume such functions in
respect of driving instructors as are conferred on the
Minister by, and in accordance with, the Road Traffic
Acts 1961 to 2004.

(3) The Authority shall put in place such structures
as it deems necessary to regulate driving instruction
and driving schools, and shall maintain a register of
those who are qualified to give certifiable driving
lessons.



SECTION 5—continued
(4) Driving instructors shall be obliged to undergo

regular quality control testing and retraining at such
intervals as may be prescribed by the Authority.’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

9. In page 7, before section 5, to insert the following new section:

‘‘Driving 5.—(1) On the establishment day, the Authority
licences. shall assume all responsibility for driver licensing,

including, but not limited to:

(a) issuing and re-issuing of licences, including
duplicate and replacement licences and
requests for changes of address;

(b) imposition of endorsements and penalty
points;

(c) revocation of licences; and

(d) shape, design, ergonomics and colour of
licences.

(2) As soon as is practicable after the establish-
ment day, the Authority shall move to introduce a
physical driving licence format:

(a) that is practicable;

(b) that is more easily portable;

(c) that is in line with international best prac-
tice; and

(d) which retains driver information elec-
tronically.

(3) The Authority shall have jurisdiction to modify
and/or vary restrictions on categories of licence
holder, whether provisional or otherwise.’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

10. In page 7, before section 5, to insert the following new
section:

‘‘Road Safety 5.—(1) The Authority shall establish a Road
Consultative Safety Consultative Forum.
Forum.

(2) The general functions of the Road Safety Con-
sultative Forum shall be—

(a) to hold policy discussions with road safety
stakeholders,

(b) to assist the Authority with its function in
advising the Minister on road safety pol-
icy, and
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SECTION 5—continued
(c) to encourage and foster debate on road

safety issues.’’.
— Senator Paddy Burke.

SECTION 8
11. In page 8, subsection (1), line 47, after ‘‘statistics’’ to insert

‘‘to international standards’’.
— Senator Mary Henry.

SECTION 14
12. In page 11, lines 16 to 18, to delete subsection (5).

— Senator Paddy Burke.

SECTION 22
13. In page 17, lines 33 to 42, to delete subsection (1).

— Senator Paddy Burke.

14. In page 18, lines 12 to 16, to delete subsection (3).
— Senator Paddy Burke.

15. In page 18, lines 17 and 18, to delete subsection (4).
— Senator Paddy Burke.

SECTION 30
16. In page 23, before section 30, to insert the following new

section:

‘‘Strategy 30.—(1) The Authority shall produce a 5-year road
statement. safety strategy statement, in consultation with the

Minister, and having regard to national policy on road
building and road safety detailing—

(i) action that the Authority intends to take,

(ii) annual targets to be achieved,

(iii) international comparisons, and

(iv) recommended actions for other state
agencies.

(2) Statements produced under subsection (1)
shall, in the first instance, be sent to the Minister, and
the Minister shall cause copies of such statements to
be laid before each House of the Oireachtas within 1
month of their being made available to him or her.’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

17. In page 23, before section 30, to insert the following new
section:

‘‘Review of road 30.—(1) As soon as may be after the end of each
safety. calendar year, but not later than 3 months thereafter,

the Authority shall make a review of road safety in
the preceding calendar year, to include performance
against the annual targets set for the Authority.



SECTION 30—continued
(2) The Authority shall make the review available

to the Minister prior to publication and the Minister
may, at his or her discretion, add comment and or
data to the Review, but may not subtract from it.

(3) The Minister shall cause copies of such road
safety review to be laid before each House of the
Oireachtas not later than 1 month after the Authority
makes the review available to him or her under sub-
section (2).’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.

LONG TITLE
18. In page 5, line 16, to delete ‘‘SECTION 9 OF’’.

— Senator Paddy Burke.
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