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INTRODUCTION

Background

The Health Acts 1947 to 2001 provide for the administration of
the health services and statutory framework governing the eligibility
for health services. The Health Act 1970 established the regional
health boards, set out the administration and financial arrangements
of the boards and the eligibility of persons for health services. The
Health (Amendment) (No. 3) Act 1996 amended the 1970 Act and
introduced new arrangements regarding the accountability of the
health boards. It also introduced provisions for reserved functions,
which were functions to be carried out by the members of the boards,
and executive functions, which were functions to be carried out by
the chief executive officers of the health boards. The Health (Eastern
Regional Health Authority) Act 1999 established the Eastern
Regional Health Authority and the three area health boards in the
region and abolished the Eastern Health Board.

Objects of the Bill

The Bill has been prepared to amend the Acts of 1970, 1996 and
1999. It also amends provisions in the Local Government Act 2001
which govern the nomination of members from the City and County
Councils to the health boards. There is also an amendment to the
Health Act 1947, as amended by the Health (Amendment) (No. 3)
Act 1996, concerning the acquisition and disposal of property.

Main Points

(1) The Bill provides for the abolition of the membership of the
seven health boards, the Eastern Regional Health Authority and the
three area health boards.

(2) It also provides for the abolition of the distinction between
reserved and executive functions and assigns what are reserved func-
tions to the chief executive officers of the boards and the Authority
or the Minister for Health and Children, as appropriate.

(3) It amends the provisions regarding the acquisition and disposal
of property by the boards and the Authority by introducing the
requirement for the consent of the Minister for Health and Children
before property can be acquired or disposed of.
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PROVISIONS OF BILL

Section 1 provides the short title, collective citation, construction
and the commencement.

Section 2 provides the interpretation.

Section 3 provides for the repeals of certain provisions in the Acts
of 1970, 1996, and 1999 and the Local Government Act 2001. The
provisions repealed are set out in the Schedule.

Sections 4 to 8 make the technical amendments to the Health Act
1970 necessary to enable the abolition of the membership of the
health boards and delete any requirements on the part of the chief
executive officers to consult or agree with the chairman or vice chair-
man of a health board on any matter.

Sections 9 to 14 make the necessary technical amendments to the
Health (Amendment) (No. 3) Act 1996 consequent on the changes
made to the 1970 Act. The sections assign reserved functions, which
are exercised by the members of the health boards, to the chief
executive officers of the boards and the Authority or the Minister
for Health and Children; oblige the chief executive officers of the
boards and the Authority to report to the Minister and make a num-
ber of amendments to the provisions regarding the adoption of ser-
vice plans by the boards and the Authority.

Section 15 provides that the boards or the Authority have to obtain
the consent of the Minister for Health and Children before they can
acquire or dispose of land.

Sections 16 to 25 make the necessary technical amendments to the
Health (Eastern Regional Health Authority) Act 1999 to abolish the
membership of the Eastern Regional Health Authority and the three
area health boards established under the Act and assign the functions
of the Authority and the area boards to their respective chief execu-
tive officers.

Section 26 provides a necessary technical amendment to the Local
Government Act 2001 which deletes the Eastern Regional Health
Authority and the health boards from the definition of linked bodies
as, under the provisions of the Bill, Local Authorities will no longer
be nominating members to membership of the Authority or the
boards.

Section 27 provides for the termination of office of all members of
the Authority or boards.

Section 28 provides that any process initiated in accordance with
the statutory provisions governing reserved functions may be com-
pleted by the chief executive officer.

The Schedule lists the provisions that are being repealed.
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