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SECTION 1 

1. In page 5, line 14, to delete subsection (2) and substitute the 

following: 

 

  “(2) This Act comes into operation on 1 January 2004.”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 2 

2. In page 5, subsection (1), line 28, after “Act” to insert “and 

references, in relation to a statutory instrument, to ‘made’ or to 

‘made under’ include references to made, issued, granted or 

otherwise created by or under such instrument”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

3. In page 5, subsection (2), line 31, to delete “shall be” and substitute 

“is”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 3 

4. In page 6, subsection (1), line 1, to delete “hereby”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

5. In page 6, subsection (1), between lines 5 and 6, to insert the 

following: 

 

“(e) the Interpretation (Amendment) Act, 1997.”. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

 

 

SECTION 3—continued. 
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6. In page 6, subsection (2)(a), line 7, to delete “shall” and substitute 

“does”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

7. In page 6, subsection (2)(b), line 17, to delete “shall” and substitute 

“does”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 5 

8. In page 6, subsection (1), line 33, after “Act” to insert “(other than a 

provision which imposes, or would if this section were applied 

impose, criminal or civil obligations on individuals)”. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

9. In page 6, subsection (1)(a), line 34, to delete “or ambiguous”. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

10. In page 6, subsection (1)(b), line 35, to delete “which” and 

substitute “that”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

11. In page 6, subsection (1), lines 35 to 39, to delete all words from 

and including “or” in line 35 down to and including “or” in line 

39 and in page 7, to delete lines 1 to 3. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

12. In page 7, lines 8 to 20, to delete subsection (2) and substitute the 

following: 

 

  “(2) In construing a provision of a statutory instrument— 

 

  (a) that is obscure or ambiguous, or 

 

  (b) that on a literal interpretation would be absurd or would fail 

to reflect the plain intention of the instrument as a whole in 

the context of the enactment (including the Act) under which 

it was made, 

 

the literal interpretation may be departed from and preference given to 

the interpretation based on the plain intention of the maker of the 

instrument where that intention can be ascertained from the 

instrument as a whole in the context of that enactment.”. 

 An Taoiseach. 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 5—continued. 

 

Amendments to amendment no. 12  

1. In the new subsection (2), in the first line, after “instrument” to 

insert “(other than a provision which imposes, or would if this 
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section were applied impose, criminal or civil obligations on 

individuals)”. 

 Joan Burton. 

 

2. In the new subsection (2)(a), to delete “or ambiguous”. 

 Joan Burton. 

 

3. In the new subsection (2)(b), to delete “or would fail to reflect the 

plain intention of the instrument as a whole in the context of the 

enactment (including the Act) under which it was made”. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

SECTION 6 

13. In page 7, before section 6, to insert the following new section: 

 
“Construing 

provisions in 

changing 

circumstances. 

 6.—In construing a provision of any Act or statutory instrument, a 

court may make allowances for any changes in the law, social 

conditions, technology, the meaning of words used in an Act or 

statutory instrument and other relevant matters, which have occurred 

since the date of the passing of the Act or the making of the statutory 

instrument, but only in so far as its text, purpose and context permit.”. 

 An Taoiseach. 

Amendment to amendment no. 13 

1. In the last line of the amendment after “permit” to insert “and may 

in addition have regard to any assurance given by the Minister 

sponsoring the enactment or the maker of the instrument in the 

course of or in connection with parliamentary proceedings prior 

to its enactment or making”. 

 —Joan Burton. 

   

14. In page 7, before section 6, to insert the following new section: 

 

“Supplemental 

provision to 

sections 5  and  

6. 

 7*.—(1) In construing a provision of an Act for the purposes of 

section 5 or 6*, a court may, notwithstanding section 14(g), make use 

of all matters that accompany and are set out— 

 

(a) in the case of an Act of the Oireachtas, in the signed text of 

such law as enrolled for record in the Office of the Registrar 

of the Supreme Court pursuant to Article 25.4.5º of the 

Constitution, 

 

 

 

SECTION 6—continued. 
 

(b) in the case of an Act of the Oireachtas of Saorstát Éireann, in 

the signed text of such law as enrolled for record in the office 

of such officer of the Supreme Court of Saorstát Éireann as 

Dáil Éireann determined pursuant to Article 42 of the 

Constitution of Irish Free State (Saorstát Eireann), 

 



 

 4 

(c) in the case of any other Act, in such text as corresponds to an 

enrolled text to which paragraph (a) or (b) relates. 

 

  (2) For the purposes of subsection (1), it shall be presumed, until 

the contrary is shown, that a copy of the text of an Act which is 

required to be judicially noticed is a copy of the text to which 

subsection (1) relates.”. 

 An Taoiseach. 

   

*[These are the appropriate references if amendment no. 13 is accepted.] 

 

Amendment to amendment no. 14 

1. After subsection (2), to insert the following: 

 

  “(3) This section shall only have effect in relation to Acts if it is 

resolved by both Houses of the Oireachtas that amendments to 

marginal notes, headings and other such material may be moved in 

the course of parliamentary proceedings on a Bill.”. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

15. In page 7, before section 6, to insert the following new section: 

 

“Reading 

provisions 

together as one 

and summary 

proceedings for 

offences. 

 8*.—Where— 

 

(a) an Act or portion of an Act (whenever passed)— 

 

(i) provides that summary proceedings for offences under it 

may be prosecuted by a specified person, and 

 

(ii) it is subsequently read together as one with any other 

provision of another Act, 

 

and 

 

(b) an offence is created under that other provision which can be 

prosecuted in a summary manner but no express power is 

given to the specified person to so prosecute, 

 

 

 

SECTION 6—continued. 
 

then, the specified person may bring summary proceedings for an 

offence under that other provision unless some other person is 

specified to bring such proceedings.”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

   

*[This is the appropriate reference if amendments nos. 13 and 14 are accepted.] 

 

16. In page 7, subsection (1), lines 22 and 23, to delete “construed” 

and substitute “read”. 
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 —An Taoiseach. 

 

17. In page 7, subsection (2), line 27, to delete “construed” and 

substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 7 

18. In page 7, before section 7, to insert the following new section: 

 
“Enactment 

always speaking. 
 7.—An enactment continues to have effect and may be applied from 

time to time as occasion requires.”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

   
[Acceptance of this amendment involves the deletion of section 7 of the Bill.] 
 

SECTION 8 

19. In page 7, before section 8, to insert the following new section: 

 
“References in 

enactments to 

examples. 

8.—If under the heading— 

 

(a) in the Irish language ‘Sampla’ or ‘Samplaí’, or 

 

(b) in the English language ‘Example’ or ‘Examples’, 

 an enactment includes at the end of a provision or in a schedule 

relating to that provision an example of the operation of the 

provision, then the example— 

 

(i) is not to be read as exhaustive of the provision, and  

 

(ii) may extend, but does not limit, the meaning of the 

provision.”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

20. In page 7, line 34, to delete “shall” and substitute “does”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

 

 

SECTION 10 

21. In page 8, subsection (2), line 9, to delete “construed” and 

substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

22. In page 8, between lines 14 and 15, to insert the following 

subsection: 

 

  “(3) In citing— 

 

(a) an Act by its short title, or 

 

(b) any other enactment by its citation (if any), 

 

a comma immediately before a reference to a year and a comma 
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immediately after such a reference that is not required for the purpose 

of punctuation may be omitted.”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 11 

23. In page 8, subsection (1), lines 15 and 16, to delete “shall be” and 

substitute “is”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 12 

24. In page 8, subsection (1), lines 22 and 23, to delete “shall come” and substitute 

“comes”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

25. In page 8, subsection (2), line 28, to delete “shall come” and substitute “comes”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

26. In page 8, subsection (3), line 31, to delete “shall come” and substitute “comes”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

27. In page 8, subsection (4), line 38, to delete “shall come” and substitute “comes”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 13 

28. In page 8, line 42, to delete “shall”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 14 

29. In page 9, line 11, to delete “shall”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 14—continued. 
 

30. In page 9, paragraph (a), line 14, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

31. In page 9, paragraph (a), line 15, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

32. In page 9, paragraph (b)(i), lines 18 and 19, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

33. In page 9, paragraph (b)(ii), lines 22 and 23, to delete “construed” and substitute 

“read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

34. In page 9, paragraph (c), line 24, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 
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35. In page 9, paragraph (c), line 27, after “individual” to insert “, and the subsequent use 

of any pronoun in place of a further use of ‘person’ shall be so read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

36. In page 9, paragraph (d), line 29, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

37. In page 9, paragraph (e), line 43, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

38. In page 10, paragraph (g), line 1, to delete “No” and substitute “Subject to sections 6* 

and 7*, no”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 
*[These are the appropriate references if amendments nos. 13 and 14 are accepted.] 

 

39. In page 10, paragraph (j), line 24, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 15 

40. In page 10, lines 26 and 27, to delete “shall have” and substitute “has”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 16 

41. In page 10, subsection (1), line 30, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

42. In page 10, subsection (2), line 34, to delete “a cognate word or expression shall” and 

substitute “other parts of speech and grammatical forms of the word or expression”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 17 

43. In page 10, subsection (1), line 38, to delete “shall have” and substitute “has”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

44. In page 10, subsection (2), line 42, to delete “shall have” and substitute “has”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 18 

45. In page 11, subsection (3), line 5, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 20 

46. In page 11, line 18, to delete “shall have” and substitute “has”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 
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SECTION 21 

47. In page 11, line 22, to delete “Where” and substitute “Subject to 

any specific provision in an enactment relating to mode and time 

of service, where”. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

48. In page 11, line 27, to delete “shall, unless the contrary is proved, be deemed” and 

substitute “is deemed, unless the contrary is proved”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 22 

49. In page 11, subsection (1), line 33, to delete “shall continue” and substitute 

“continues”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

 

SECTION 22—continued. 
 

50. In page 11, subsection (2), line 37, to delete “shall”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

51. In page 11, subsection (2)(b), lines 43 and 44, to delete “shall remain” and substitute 

“remains”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

52. In page 12, subsection (2)(d), lines 5 and 6, to delete “enactment is repealed after the 

commencement of this Act,” and substitute “Act passed or a statutory instrument made 

after the commencement of this Act provides for the repeal of an enactment, then”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

53. In page 12, subsection (2)(d), line 8, to delete “shall remain” and substitute “remains”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

54. In page 12, subsection (2), lines 12 to 17, to delete paragraph (e) and substitute the 

following: 

 

“(e) to the extent that the provisions of the new enactment appear to have expressed 

the same idea in a different form of words are in substance the same as those 

of the former enactment, the ideas in the new enactment shall not be taken to 

be different merely because a different form of words is used;”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

55. In page 12, subsection (2)(f), line 20, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

SECTION 23 

56. In page 12, subsection (1), line 27, to delete “shall” and substitute “does”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 
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NEW SECTION 

57. In page 12, before the Schedule, to insert the following new 

section: 

 

“References to 

repealed acts of 

the European 

Communities, 

etc. 

 24.—(1) Whenever any act or portion of an act of the European 

Communities or the European Union is repealed and re-enacted, with 

or without modification, by an act of the European Communities or 

the European Union, then references in any enactment to the act or 

portion of an act so repealed and re-enacted shall be read as 

references to the portion of such act containing such re-enactment. 

 

NEW SECTION—continued. 

 

  (2) Subsection (1) has effect irrespective of whether the repeal and 

re-enactment concerned took place before, on or after the 

commencement of this Act.”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

   

SCHEDULE 

58. In page 13, to delete lines 29 to 34. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

59. In page 14, to delete lines 31 and 32. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

60. In page 15, to delete lines 2 to 4. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

61. In page 15, line 2, to delete “1999,” and substitute “2001”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

62. In page 15, line 3, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

63. In page 15, to delete lines 19 to 21. 

 —Joan Burton. 

 

64. In page 15, line 20, to delete “construed” and substitute “read”. 

 —An Taoiseach. 

 

 


