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Purpose of the Bill
The purpose of the Bill is to delimit the power of sanitary authorit

ies to disconnect domestic water supplies for non payment of service 
charges.

Outline of Provisions
The Bill will amend the Local Government (Sanitary Services) 

Act, 1962 by providing that before a domestic supply of water may 
be discontinued for non payment of a water charge, a sanitary auth
ority must follow a clearly defined set of notification procedures and, 
in addition, obtain a water discontinuance order from the District 
Court.

The Bill makes provision for the circumstances of individuals to 
be taken into account by the Courts in examining an application 
from a sanitary authority to disconnect. It also provides that the 
Court may not grant a water discontinuance order in any case where 
it is satisfied that the default in payment was due to hardship.

The Bill contains added protection for those who cannot afford to 
pay all or portion of their water charges by providing that a supply 
may not be disconnected in any case where an individual has been 
granted a full or a part water charges waiver by a sanitary authority.

The Bill comprises seven sections and one schedule.

Section I is a standard provision which defines terms used in the 
Bill.

Section 2 is a technical provision making the “consumer” (as 
defined in section 1) liable for the payment of a domestic water 
charge.

Section 3 and the Schedule contain the main limitations to the 
powers of sanitary authorities to discontinue domestic water supplies 
for non payment of water charges.

—Subsection (1) removes the powers provided by previous legis
lation to a sanitary authority to discontinue a water supply.

—Subsection (2) provides that a sanitary authority may, if it has
been authorised to do so by Court order, discontinue a domestic
water supply where a charge remains wholly or partly unpaid or

i



where a consumer has defaulted on an instalment order of the 
Court.

—Subsection (3) provides that the Court shall not grant a water 
discontinuance order unless it is satisfied that the notification pro
cedures set out in the Schedule have been followed and the default 
in payment was not due to hardship.

—Subsection (4) provides that the consumer’s personal and house
hold circumstances are to be taken into account by the Court in 
considering an application for a discontinuance order.

—Subsection (5) specifies that a sanitary authority may not discon
nect a supply where it has waived all or a portion of the charge 
due.

—Subsection (6) is a technical provision regarding evidence of the 
matters set out in the Schedule.

Section 4 provides that where the Court grants a water discontinu
ance order, the consumer shall, in the absence of special and substan
tial reasons, be liable for the costs and expenses incurred by the 
sanitary authority in connection with its Court application. Where 
the supply is disconnected, the disconnection and subsequent recon
nection costs shall be payable by the consumer.

Section 5 establishes the jurisdiction of the District Court in deal
ing with issues under this Bill.

Section 6 is a technical provision dealing with the keeping of 
records by a sanitary authority and the admissibility of evidence as 
to such records.

Section 7 provides for the short title of the Bill and contains the 
standard provisions for the construction and collective citation of the 
Bill with the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Acts.

The Schedule specifies the steps which must be taken by a sanitary 
authority before seeking a water discontinuance order from the 
Court.
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