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BILLE ROGHCHOISTE UM REACHTAIOCHT AGUS 
SLANDAIL DHAIL EIREANN (PRIBHLEID AGUS 

DIOLUINE), 1994
SELECT COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION AND SECURITY 
OF DAIL EIREANN (PRIVILEGE AND IMMUNITY) BILL

1994

BILL
entitled

AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION REGARDING PRIVILEGE 
AND IMMUNITY OF WITNESSES BEFORE THE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION AND SECURITY OF 
DAlL EIREANN IN THE PERFORMANCE OF CERTAIN 
OF ITS FUNCTIONS AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED 
MATTERS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS:

Definitions. 1.—In this Act—

“the committee” means the Select Committee on Legislation and 
Security of Dail Eireann while engaged in the performance of the 
functions assigned to it by order of Dail Eireann made on the 6th 
day of December, 1994;

“document” includes thing.

Privileges and 2.—(1) A person whose evidence has been, is being or is to be
witnesses, etc. given before the committee or who, at its request, produces or sends 
before the a document to the committee shall be entitled to the same privileges
committee. and jmrnunjties as jf the person were a witness before the High Court

and the document shall be privileged.

(2) The privileges and immunities of a person under subsection
(1) shall not be diminished by reason of the fact that—

(a) members of the public are present at the sitting concerned
of the committee,

(b) the proceedings of the committee are being broadcast to the
public or a section of the public by radio or television or
other means or are being recorded for that purpose.

(c) reports of the proceedings are published to the public or a
section of the public by any means, or
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(d) persons are present at sittings of the committee for the pur­
pose of preparing reports of its proceedings for publi­
cation by any means.

(3) A statement or admission made by a person before the com- 
5 mittee, or a document produced or sent by a person to the committee 

at its request, shall not be admissible as evidence against the person 
in any criminal proceedings and subsection (1) shall be construed and 
have effect accordingly.

x m A witness before the committee— Rights of witnesses
v ' before the

committee.
10 (a) may, in person or through a legal representative—

(i) appear before, and make submissions (including sub­
missions in writing) to, the committee,

(ii) require the committee—

(I) to request the attendance of specified persons 
15 before the committee to give evidence to it, and

(II) to request the appropriate persons to produce or 
send specified documents to it,

and

(b) may examine witnesses before the committee pursuant to
20 paragraph (a) and cross-examine any other witnesses

before the committee, and

(c) shall, before giving evidence to the committee, be furnished
by or on behalf of the committee with a statement of 
the evidence given or then proposed to be given to the 

25 committee by any other witnesses before the committee
and a copy of any documents produced or sent to the 
committee, and

(d) in case, after the witness has given evidence to the commit­
tee, it is proposed that any evidence other than that 

30 referred to in paragraph (c) should be given to the com­
mittee or any document other than those so referred to 
is produced or sent to the committee, shall be furnished, 
as soon as may be, by or on behalf of the committee with 
a statement of that evidence or, as the case may be, a 

35 copy of that document.

(2) The committee shall comply with a requirement under subsec­
tion (1) of this section.

4.—(1) Where, in the course of proceedings before the committee. Rights of certain 
a person (other than a witness before the committee) is referred to befo[ePThT>nS 

40 by name or in such other manner as to be capable of being identified, committee, 
the person—

(a) may, with the consent of the committee, give evidence, and
produce or send documents, to it, and

(b) may, in person or through a legal representative—

(t) with the consent of the committee, appear before, and 
make submissions (including submissions in writing) 
to, the committee,
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(ii) require the committee—

(I) to request the attendance of specified persons 
before the committee to give evidence to it, and

(II) to request the production or sending of specified 
documents to it,

and

(iii) examine witnesses before the committee pursuant to
subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph and, with the 
consent of the committee, cross-examine any other 
witnesses before the committee,

for the purpose of—

(A) correcting any mistake of fact or misstatement relat­
ing to or affecting the person made in the pro­
ceedings,

(B) defending the person in relation to any allegation or 
charge, or defamatory or untrue statement, made in 
the proceedings, or

(C) protecting and vindicating the personal rights of the 
person.

(2) Where, in the course of proceedings before the committee, a 
person who is not present at the sitting concerned is referred to by 
name or in such other manner as to be capable of being identified, 
the committee shall, if, in the interests of justice, it considers it appro­
priate to do so, cause a transcript of the relevant part of the proceed­
ings to be furnished to the person.

(3) The committee shall make a request under subsection (1) of 
this section or give its consent under that subsection only if it con­
siders that, in the interests of justice, it is necessary or expedient to 
do so for any of the purposes specified in that subsection.

Costs and expenses. 5.—The Minister for Finance shall provide for the payment, out
of moneys provided by the Oireachtas, of any reasonable costs and 
expenses incurred by a person in respect of the appearance of the 
person, in person or by a legal representative, before the committee 
or the giving of evidence, or the production or sending of a docu­
ment, by the person to the committee.

Short title, 6.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Select Committee on Legis-
cesserenCemenl nd *at*on and Security of Dail Eireann (Privilege and Immunity) Act, 

1994.

(2) If Dail Eireann resolves that this Act shall come into operation 
on a day specified in the resolution, this Act shall come into oper­
ation on that day.

(3) If Dail Eireann resolves that this Act shall cease to be in oper­
ation as on and from a day specified in the resolution, this Act sna 
cease to be in operation as on and from that day.
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Acht do dheanamh forala maidir le pribhleid agus 
dfoluine finneithe os comhair Roghchoiste um 
Reachtafocht agus Slandail Dhail Eireann i 
gcomhlfonadh feidhmeanna airithe da chuid 
agus do dheanamh socru le haghaidh nithe 
gaolmhara.

An Act to make provision regarding privilege a 
immunity of witnesses before the Select Cm 
mittee on Legislation and Security of Di 
Eireann in the performance of certain of 
functions and to provide for related matters.
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