
AN BILLE UM AN DU COIRIUIL (FEINMHARU) (UIMH. 2), 1993 
CRIMINAL LAW (SUICIDE) (NO. 2) BILL, 1993

EXPLANATORY AND FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM

Purpose of the Bill
1. The purpose of the Bill is to abolish the offence of suicide. At 

common law a sane person of the age of responsibility who kills 
himself intentionally commits the offence of suicide which is a felony. 
While the question of imposing a penalty on a person who has 
committed suicide does not arise, it is a misdemeanour at common 
law to attempt to commit an indictable offence (including suicide). A 
person tried on indictment for attempted suicide is liable to a fine 
or imprisonment or both, the severity of the penalty (up to life 
imprisonment) being at the discretion of the court (Verrier v. D.P.P. 
11966] 3 A.E.R. 568). A person who confesses to attempting to 
commit suicide when charged before a judge of the District Court is 
liable for imprisonment for any period not exceeding three months 
(section 9 of the Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Act, 1871 as amended 
by section 85 of the Courts of Justice Act, 1936). A person who is an 
accessory to suicide or attempted suicide is liable to the same penalty 
(sections 1, 2 and 8 of The Accessories and Abettors Act, 1861) as 
exists for the substantive offence (i.e. up to life imprisonment at the 
discretion of the court).

Section 1 (Short title and commencement)
2. This section gives the short title of the Bill and provides that the 

Bill will come into operation one month after the date of its passing.

Section 2 (Suicide)
3. Subsection (1) abolishes the common law offence of suicide. The 

abolition of the offence of suicide will also automatically abolish 
the existing offences of attempting to commit suicide and being an 
accessory to suicide.

4. While a person who attempts to commit suicide should not be 
subject to criminal sanction, it is considered that a person who 
encourages or assists another person to commit suicide should be 
liable. Subsection (2) creates a statutory offence of aiding, abetting, 
counselling or procuring another person to commit suicide. The 
offence applies where the other person has committed or has 
attempted suicide. The subsection provides that a person found guilty 
of an offence under it shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 14 years. Under the existing law an accomplice to suicide 
is liable to any term of imprisonment that the court in its discretion 
may decide to impose, up to and including life imprisonment.

5. Subsection (3) provides that a person charged with murder or 
manslaughter may be found guilty of an offence under section 2 of 
the Bill (i.e. aiding, abetting, counselling or procuring suicide of 
another) where the facts proved support such a verdict. The subsection 
is intended to provide for cases where because of the facts it may be
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difficult to distinguish between murder and complicity in suicide. For 
example two persons enter into a suicide pact to kill themselves by 
gassing but one survives. If the survivor turned on the gas tap he 
could be found guilty of murder while if it was the deceased, the 
survivor would at most be guilty of the lesser offence created by 
subsection (2) of this section.

6. Subsection (4) provides that proceedings for an offence under 
this section may only be initiated by or with the consent of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions. This is to ensure consistency in the 
bringing of prosecutions.

Section 3 (Repeal)
7. Section 3 repeals section 9 of the Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) 

Act, 1871. That section as amended by section 85 of the Courts of 
Justice Act, 1936 provides that where a person is charged with and 
confesses to attempted suicide before a judge of the District Court 
he may be convicted and imprisoned for any period not exceeding 
three months unless he does not consent to having his case heard by 
the District Court or the judge himself considers it should be pros
ecuted on indictment. When section 2 of the Bill comes into force an 
attempt to commit suicide will no longer be an offence and it is for 
this reason section 9 of the 1871 Act is being repealed.

Financial and Staffing Implications
8. There are no financial or staffing implications arising from this 

Bill.

An Roinn Dli agus Cirt, 
Bealtaine, 1993.
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