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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

Background
The Bill provides the legislative framework for a range of measures 

that were contained in the document A Plan for Social Housing 
published by the Minister for the Environment in February, 1991. 
Many of the measures had also been referred to in the Programme 
for Economic and Social Progress published in January, 1991 and 
some, such as shared ownership, were brought into operation in 
anticipation of the legislation during 1991. Generally, these measures 
were designed to provide a broader, more diverse response to social 
housing needs (i.e. the housing needs of households whose means are 
inadequate to provide them with access to suitable and adequate 
housing), to ease the path to home ownership for marginal house
holds, to improve the position of tenants in both the local authority 
and private rented sectors and to counteract the extent and effects of 
social segregation in housing.

Purpose of Bill
The Bill amends and extends the Housing Acts, 1966 to 1988 and 

other relevant legislation for the following principal purposes—

(i) to provide a statutory basis for shared ownership and the 
related subsidy;

(ii) to permit housing authorities to carry out improvement
works to privately owned housing to meet the housing 
needs of persons qualified for local authority housing;

(iii) to provide for the rental subsidy scheme in respect of
housing provided by approved bodies;

(iv) to improve the provision and management of local authority
housing by the introduction of measures to counteract 
social segregation and by increased participation by ten
ants in the maintenance and management of their housing;

(v) to provide additional safeguards for tenants in the private
rented sector through the use of rent books, minimum 
notice to quit, minimum physical standards and the abol
ition of the power of landlords to seize the property of 
tenants to enforce payment of rent due;

(vi) to make more comprehensive and flexible statutory pro
visions in relation to local authority housing loans and the 
sale of local authority dwellings;



(vii) to broaden the role of the Housing Finance Agency to 
enable it to lend money to housing authorities and the 
National Building Agency for any of their housing func
tions.

Section 1 is the general interpretation section and includes defini
tions of terms used in the Bill. Since the Bill, other than sections 29 
and 30, is being construed together with the Housing Acts, 1966 to 
1988, definitions in those Acts apply as appropriate.

Section 2 contains the general power for the creation of shared 
ownership leases. Basically, shared ownership is a means of enabling 
the occupier to purchase a portion of the equity in a house and to pay 
a rent to the owner of the remaining equity for the right of occupation. 
It thus provides households, who are not in a position or who do not 
wish to purchase the full equity in one step, with the opportunity of 
taking up immediate occupation while buying out the full equity by 
degrees. The creation of a leasehold relationship between the provider 
of the dwelling and the occupier is the most appropriate means of 
giving effect to arrangements of this nature. A shared ownership lease 
of a house may be granted by any person (including a corporate 
body or a housing authority) notwithstanding the general ban on the 
creation of leases of houses contained in the Landlord and Tenant 
(Ground Rents) Act, 1978. A shared ownership lease is defined as 
one which is granted for a term of between 20 and 100 years on 
payment to the lessor of between 25 and 75 per cent of the market 
value of the house and which gives to the lessee the right to buy out, 
in one or more transactions and on the terms specified in the lease, 
all the interest of the lessor in the house. The provisions of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978, relating to 
the buying out of ground rents will not apply to shared ownership 
leases. Neither will the common law Rule of Perpetuities which 
normally restricts the exercise of certain long-term property options.

Section 3 governs the granting of shared ownership leases by housing 
authorities and provides that such leases shall be subject to regulations 
made by the Minister. These regulations may relate to such matters 
as the form of a shared ownership lease, the classes of houses which 
may be leased, the persons to whom they may be leased, the conditions 
subject to which a lease may be granted, the consideration to be given 
for the lease and other relevant matters. Under a shared ownership 
lease, a housing authority may charge rent for the occupation of the 
leased house. An authority may also enter an agreement with a 
financial institution in connection with the advance of money by the 
institution to enable a person to acquire an interest in a house under 
a shared ownership lease. Where a house is acquired by an authority 
for the purpose of granting a shared ownership lease, they will have 
up to 18 months to register the title with the Land Registry under the 
Registration of Title Act, 1964 (instead of the 6 months required by 
that Act). The requirement, under section 83 of the Local Govern
ment Act, 1946, that the disposal of property by housing authorities 
be subject to a resolution of the elected members will not apply in 
the case of individual shared ownership leases. Section 90 of the 
Housing Act, 1966, which contains the power of a housing authority 
to dispose of houses, will also not apply. However, there is provision 
in that section (as amended by the Bill) for a tenant purchase scheme 
to incorporate a shared ownership option. The general powers of a 
housing authority in regard to management and maintenance (section 
58 of the Housing Act, 1966) are not appropriate to houses leased by 
way of shared ownership lease as maintenance will be the responsi
bility of the person taking the lease. A shared ownership lease will, 
by definition, give the lessee the right to acquire the landlord’s interest 
on terms contained in the lease. Accordingly, the existing statutory
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provision which gives the lessee of a housing authority dwelling the 
right to acquire the fee simple on certain terms (section 26 of the 
Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978) is not 
appropriate to shared ownership leases.

Section 4 contains a general power for the payment of a subsidy 
towards the rent chargeable under a shared ownership lease. It enables 
a housing authority to pay a subsidy towards the rent of a house in 
respect of which a shared ownership lease has been granted by any 
person other than a housing authority and for the recoupment of such 
subsidy by the Minister. The Minister is also empowered to pay a 
similar subsidy to housing authorities in respect of leases granted by 
them. Where such a subsidy is paid, the rent payable by the lessee 
under a shared ownership lease must be reduced by a corresponding 
amount. The subsidy will be subject to such regulations as may be 
made by the Minister which may prescribe such matters as the amount 
of subsidy that may be paid or recouped, the classes of houses in 
respect of which it may be paid, the persons in respect of whom it 
may be paid, the terms under which it may be paid and other relevant 
matters.

Section 5 provides that a housing authority may, instead of providing 
a dwelling for a person who is in need of housing or in consideration 
of a person returning a local authority dwelling to the authority, carry 
out works to improve, extend or adapt a house not owned by the 
authority. The cost to the authority of carrying out works under this 
section may be recouped by the Minister. The authority may enter 
into an agreement with the person whose housing needs are being 
satisfied and the owner of the house to which the works are being 
carried out (if different). As part of such an agreement the authority 
may require the payment of a charge in respect of works carried out 
by them and the recovery of their outlay in certain circumstances. 
Any such payments due under the agreement will be secured on the 
house concerned as a mortgage. Terms and conditions determined by 
the Minister for the purposes of this section, with the consent of the 
Minister for Finance, may provide for all matters necessary to give 
full effect to the section.

Section 6 re-enacts with modifications section 5 of the Housing Act, 
1988. It enables a housing authority, in accordance with terms and 
conditions adopted by the authority as a reserved function, to provide 
assistance to another housing authority or to an approved voluntary 
housing body in respect of the provision or management by them of 
housing. Assistance may take the form of a loan, grant, subsidy, 
periodic contribution, guarantee or assistance in kind. In the event 
of a breach of the terms and conditions subject to which assistance 
has been given, the assistance is recoverable by the authority. The 
approval of individual projects, in accordance with the terms and 
conditions adopted, will be an executive function. Housing authorities 
are required, under the Housing Act, 1988, to pass a resolution in 
relation to each individual proposal. The function of approving bodies 
for the purposes of this section continues to reside with the Minister 
but the Minister may, by order, delegate this function to housing 
authorities in respect of their areas. The order, which may specify 
matters to which an authority shall have regard in discharging the 
function, may be amended or revoked at any time. All bodies already 
approved of for the purposes of section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988, 
will continue to be approved for the purposes of this section. In 
exercising a delegated function a housing authority may only amend 
or withdraw an approval granted by the Minister with his consent. 
The Minister’s power to recoup to housing authorities expenditure 
under this section is contained in section 15 of the Housing Act, 1988.
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Section 7 provides for the payment by a housing authority of a 
subsidy towards the rent payable in respect of a house provided by 
an approved body (the rental subsidy scheme). The Minister is also 
empowered to recoup to the authority any such subsidy paid. The 
subsidy will be subject to such regulations as may be made by the 
Minister which may prescribe such matters as the amount of subsidy 
that may be paid or recouped, the classes of houses in respect of 
which it may be paid, the persons in respect of whom it may be paid, 
the terms under which it may be paid, and other relevant matters.

Section 8 provides that no stamp duty shall be chargeable on the 
acquisition or disposal of houses, buildings or land by a housing 
authority under the Housing Acts. It represents a simplification and 
broadening of existing exemptions and will, for example, ensure 
that shared ownership leases granted by housing authorities and the 
acquisition of houses by authorities for this purpose will be exempt 
from stamp duty.

Section 9 contains certain new provisions in relation to the man
agement and control of their housing stock by housing authorities. It 
requires authorities, within one year of the commencement of this 
section, to draw up and adopt, as a reserved function, a written 
statement of policy for the effective carrying out of their functions in 
this regard. The policy may be reviewed and amended from time to 
time. In drawing up or amending such a policy, authorities must 
have regard to such matters as the Minister may direct, e.g., tenant 
consultation and participation, localised administration, etc. A hous
ing authority may also, as a reserved function, delegate some or all 
of their functions relating to the management and control of their 
dwellings in an area (including works and related services) to a 
“designated body”. Such a body must either be established by and be 
representative of residents of the area or be established jointly by 
such residents and the authority and such other body as the authority 
may approve. Each delegation must specify the functions being del
egated, the houses to which it relates and the designated body to 
whom the functions are being delegated. The delegation may also 
contain details as to arrangements for the carrying out of the delegated 
functions, financial or other assistance by the authority towards carry
ing out these functions, the collection of rents, the assignment of 
rental income to the designated body, monitoring arrangements by 
the authority and other related matters. The delegation of functions 
by housing authorities will be subject to such regulations as may be 
made by the Minister, which may prescribe such matters as the 
constitution and procedures of a designated body, the form of agree
ment governing a delegation, the terms applying to it, the classes of 
dwellings in respect of which functions may be delegated and related 
matters. The delegation of functions may be withdrawn at the auth
ority’s discretion.

Section 10 provides that, where a temporary dwelling (e.g. caravan, 
etc.) is parked in a public place within two miles of a housing 
authority halting site in which the dwelling could be appropriately 
accommodated, the authority may require the owner to remove it 
into the site. This will be by way of notice which must specify the 
temporary dwelling to which it relates, the location of the halting site, 
the period within which the notice must be complied with and the 
consequences of failure to comply. Such failure will constitute an 
offence (unless the dwelling is moved to another place where it may 
lawfully be retained and where the authority would not be entitled to 
serve another notice in respect of it) and will entitle the authority to 
remove the dwelling into the site or, if they are prevented from doing 
so, to a place of storage. A dwelling removed to a place of storage 
may be recovered by the owner or other person entitled to possession 
of it by applying to the authority and on satisfying them as to his/her
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entitlement to it. The authority may recover from this person expenses 
incurred in removing the dwelling. If a dwelling removed to a halting 
site is not occupied, or in the case of a dwelling taken to a place of 
storage, is not claimed within one month, the authority may dispose 
of it. Any proceeds derived from such disposal, less any expenses 
incurred by the authority in removing or storing the dwelling or in its 
provision in the first instance, must be given to the owner where 
his/her identity and whereabouts are known. A person guilty of an 
offence under this section (which includes a person who obstructs the 
housing authority in carrying out their functions under this provision) 
is liable to a fine of £1,000 and/or up to 3 months imprisonment.

Section 11 re-enacts in a more comprehensive and flexible manner, 
the powers of housing authorities to make housing loans and replaces 
section 39 of the Housing Act, 1966, and section 8 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1979. The new provision empowers 
authorities to make loans for a wide range of purposes related to the 
provision or improvement of housing, including the purchase of 
interests under shared ownership leases. It will, for example, enable 
block loans to be made to housing co-operatives and voluntary housing 
bodies. The general power extends to loans such as “income-related” 
and “convertible” loans which may involve at some stage the principal 
outstanding by the borrower being greater than the amount borrowed. 
The Minister, with the consent of the Minister for Finance, will 
determine the rate of interest applying to loans. Housing authorities 
are empowered to enter into agreements in relation to loans, thus 
enabling them, for example, to take a second charge in respect of 
loans, enter into guarantees, etc. Where conditions of a loan are 
breached, the housing authority retain their long established power 
to recover possession of the house in respect of which the loan 
was granted under the Landlord and Tenant Law Amendment Act, 
Ireland, 1860, by way of an order in the District Court. Housing 
authorities are also expressly given an option of proceeding as an 
ordinary mortgagee. The power of an authority to retain a repossessed 
property for use in connection with their functions is being retained. 
The technical obligation on an authority acting as a mortgagee in 
possession to register title is being dropped. Under subsection (8) the 
Conveyancing Acts will generally apply to housing authorities in the 
same manner as other mortgagees. Thus, after paying off any prior 
mortgages and satisfying the debt owing to them, the authority are 
required to pass on any residual amount out of the value of a 
repossessed house to the next mortgagee or, if none, to the borrower. 
This will, for example, facilitate local authority borrowers taking out 
loans for house improvements from other lenders. Subsection (9) 
provides that, in the event of the authority permitting a defaulting 
borrower to remain in occupation of the repossessed house as a tenant 
(or allocating him/her another house), the legal obligation to pay the 
borrower any residue will not apply, but the authority can make 
whatever financial settlement they consider equitable in the cir
cumstances. Where a repossessed house is not sold by the authority 
its value will continue to be determined by agreement with the 
borrower or, in the absence of such agreement, by normal arbitration 
procedures. The making of loans will be subject to regulations by the 
Minister which may prescribe such matters as the amount of a loan, 
the classes of houses in respect of which a loan may be made, the 
persons to whom a loan may be made, the terms and conditions of 
loans, the manner of repayment, the security to be taken and other 
relevant matters.

Section 12 enables a housing authority or the Housing Finance 
Agency to take whatever measures they consider necessary to secure 
and protect a house in respect of which a housing loan has been 
advanced by them where the house has been abandoned by the person 
to whom the loan was advanced and it is in danger of being trespassed
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upon or damaged. This power is without prejudice to the due process 
for repossession. Where such measures are taken, the borrower, if 
his/her address is known, must be notified. Any expenses arising from 
the measures taken may be recovered as a simple contract debt or by 
addition to the amount outstanding in respect of the loan.

Section 13 enables the Minister, with the consent of the Minister 
for Finance and after consultation with the Central Bank, to make 
regulations governing the sale, transfer or assignment of mortgages 
of residential property (frequently referred to as “securitisation”). 
Such regulations may deal generally with the protection of the 
interests of mortgagors and may prescribe such matters as the infor
mation to be given to mortgagors about a proposed disposal, obtaining 
their consent to a disposal, the terms and conditions of a disposal, 
undertakings to be given by the body acquiring the mortgages, etc.

Section 14 enables a housing authority or the Housing Finance 
Agency, with the consent of the Minister and on conditions approved 
by the Minister and the Minister for Finance, to dispose of some or 
all of the housing loans advanced by them. The Minister may also 
direct that such disposals be made. The proceeds of such disposals 
will be used for such purposes as may be directed by the Minister 
with the consent of the Minister for Finance. Other than where they 
are the subject of a direction by the Minister, disposals by a housing 
authority under this section will be a reserved function.

Section 15 provides for the transfer from the Local Loans Fund to 
the Housing Finance Agency of debt due by housing authorities to 
the Local Loans Fund on foot of earlier borrowings for the purpose 
of making housing loans. A transfer under this section will be effected 
by means of an order made by the Minister with the consent of the 
Minister for Finance. The order may apply to all or any part of a 
housing authority’s borrowings. The authority will have the same 
obligations to the Housing Finance Agency as it previously had to the 
Local Loans Fund in respect of repayments, etc. The Housing Finance 
Agency will, in respect of any borrowing transferred to it, be required 
to pay an equivalent amount to the Local Loans Fund.

Section 16 provides that, in general, any notice of termination of a 
tenancy (otherwise known as “notice to quit”) by a landlord to a 
tenant, or vice versa, must, in order to be valid, be in writing and be 
served not less than four weeks before the date on which it is to take 
effect. Under common law many tenancies may require notice to quit 
of not more than one week. The provision does not apply to certain 
limited categories of tenancy, viz., tenancies tied to employment or 
made for the temporary convenience of a landlord or tenant, holiday 
lettings or such other class of tenancy as may be prescribed by the 
Minister. Tenancies requiring written notice of more than four weeks 
are not affected.

Sections 17, 18 and 20 re-enact with modifications sections 25, 26 
and 24, respectively, of the Housing (Private Rented Dwellings) Act, 
1982. These latter provisions which relate to rent books, standards 
and registration of dwellings have been brought into force only in 
relation to formerly rent controlled dwellings.

Section 17 enables the Minister to make regulations requiring the 
landlord of a rented dwelling to provide the tenant with a rent book 
or other document that would serve the same purpose. The regulations 
may prescribe the classes of dwellings or tenancies to which the 
requirement will apply, the information to be shown in the rent book, 
the manner of recording of rent payments, the proper use of the rent 
book and other matters which the Minister may consider necessary.
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A person authorised by the housing authority for the purpose may 
require a tenant to produce a rent book for inspection, enter and 
inspect the dwelling concerned and require the landlord to produce 
his/her records relating to the tenancy.

Section 18 enables the Minister to make regulations prescribing 
minimum physical standards for rented dwellings and requires land
lords to ensure that dwellings let by them comply with such standards. 
The regulations may prescribe such matters as the classes of dwellings 
or tenancies to which the standards apply, the quality, condition and 
repair of the dwelling concerned and the facilities provided, e.g., 
water, sanitary, heating and cooking, etc. For the purposes of enforc
ing the regulations, a person authorised by the housing authority may 
enter and inspect a dwelling and, if necessary, the authority may carry 
out such works as are necessary to achieve compliance. Expenses 
incurred by an authority in carrying out such works may be recovered 
from the landlord on the security of the property. However, the 
section requires the authority to give the landlord and the tenant 21 
days notice of their intention to carry out any works and gives the 
landlord the right to appeal to the District Court against any such 
decision of the authority.

Section 19 prohibits the use of the common law remedy of distress 
in the case of premises let solely as a dwelling. The remedy of distress 
entitles a landlord, without recourse to a court, to seize a tenant’s 
goods to enforce payment of rent due.

Section 20 enables the Minister to make regulations requiring the 
landlord of a rented dwelling to register the tenancy with the housing 
authority and to furnish such particulars as the regulations require. 
These regulations may apply to all rented dwellings or tenancies, or 
to dwellings or tenancies of a particular class or classes. A housing 
authority must record in a register the requisite particulars of all 
tenancies registered and keep the register available for inspection by 
the public. A person authorised by the authority for the purpose 
may enter and inspect a house to verify the particulars furnished in 
connection with the registration of the tenancy of the house.

Section 21 is an extension of the application of section 19 of the 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1979, and allows a Garda 
or clergyman to take or receive a statutory declaration in connection 
with an application for a grant, loan, subsidy, or assistance under the 
Housing Acts.

Section 22 provides that the granting of assistance by the Minister 
or a housing authority in respect of a private house by way of a grant, 
loan, subsidy, etc., shall not imply any warranty as to the condition 
of the house or its fitness for habitation. This gives statutory expression 
to the proviso which it has been the practice for the Minister and 
some housing authorities to include in documentation relating to 
various schemes of assistance. The exclusion will also apply to the 
newform. of assistance, including shared ownership, provided for in

Section 23 redefines “housing authority” for the purposes of the 
Housing Acts, reflecting fully the housing functions carried out by 
different local authorities at present. In line with the Local Govern
ment Act, 1991, it also provides that the Minister may, by order, 
transfer any housing function from one housing authority to another 
^nere he considers that it could be performed more effectively or 
appropriately by the authority to whom it is transferred. The existing

ennition of “housing authority” is to be found in section 21 of the 
Housing Act, 1988.



Section 24 inserts two new subsections into section 5 of the Housing 
Act, 1966, which contains certain general provisions regarding the 
making of regulations by the Minister under the Housing Acts. 
Subsection (4) restates more broadly the matters to which regulations 
may be expressed to apply, as stated in section 14 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1979. The existence of this subsection 
avoids the need to repeat this power throughout the Housing Acts. 
Subsection (5) enables regulations to make provision for procedural 
or administrative matters, including the delegation to housing auth
orities of specified matters that are a statutory function of the Minister 
(e.g. certification of eligibility for a grant), the charging of expenses 
incurred by a housing authority as a consequence of such a delegation 
and the furnishing by persons making application for grants, loans, 
subsidies, etc., of specified particulars of their tax affairs and of the 
tax affairs of contractors carrying out works.

Section 25 amends section 89 of the Housing Act, 1966, which 
defines terms used in section 90 and related sections of that Act, by 
providing new definitions necessitated by the revised section 90 being 
inserted by section 26 of this Bill.

Section 26 contains a comprehensive restatement of the power of 
housing authorities to dispose of dwellings. A tenanted dwelling may 
only be sold to the tenant in accordance with a purchase scheme, to 
a voluntary housing body or to another housing authority, while an 
unoccupied dwelling may be sold to any person. A purchase scheme, 
which must be adopted as a reserved function by a housing authority, 
may apply to all or specific classes of dwellings and may apply in 
respect of a particular period of time. The Minister may direct a 
housing authority to adopt a purchase scheme and to offer for sale 
dwellings to which it relates. Apart from the sale of individual dwell
ings to tenants in accordance with the terms of a purchase scheme, 
all other disposals of dwellings or land will (as at present) be subject 
to resolution of the elected members. Where the dwelling being sold 
is a flat, the authority are given power to make a management charge 
in respect of common areas, etc. Alternatively, the authority may 
transfer responsibility for such areas to an appropriate company or 
other body. Generally sales of houses (as distinct from flats) to 
tenants must continue to grant freehold title but, where appropriate, a 
leasehold interest may be conveyed in the case of a transfer to another 
housing authority or an approved voluntary body or a disposal by 
means of shared ownership lease. Regulations under this section may 
prescribe such matters as the classes of dwellings to which a purchase 
scheme shall apply, the operative period of the scheme, the deter
mination of the purchase price, interest and any discount, the security 
to be taken for the consideration outstanding, etc. Where a tenanted 
dwelling is being transferred other than to the tenant, the regulations 
may prescribe requirements that the tenant is informed, that his/her 
consent is obtained, etc. A housing authority may also attach special 
conditions to the sale of a house including restrictions on the disposal 
or mortgaging of the dwelling without their consent. As dwellings are 
sold in their existing state of repair and condition, the section also 
provides that no warranty regarding fitness for human habitation shall 
apply to any dwelling after it is sold. Regulations may also provide 
for the disposal of a dwelling under this section to be effected by 
means of a shared ownership lease.

Section 27 effects no substantive change in section 15 of the Housing 
Act, 1988, into which it inserts certain matters listed in section 5 of 
that Act which is now being repealed. The matters concerned are 
those that may be provided for in regulations governing the grant
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paid by the Minister in recoupment of expenditure by housing auth
orities under section 6 of this Bill (e.g. capital assistance for voluntary 
housing).

Section 28 requires all housing authorities, in relation to the pro
vision of housing by them, to draw up and adopt, as a reserved 
function, a written policy to counteract undue segregation in housing 
between people of different social backgrounds. The policy must be 
drawn up within one year of the commencement of this section and 
may be reviewed from time to time. In doing so an authority must 
have regard to matters such as the Minister may direct (e.g. the size 
of new local authority estates).

Section 29 amends the Housing Finance Agency Act, 1981, and 
restates more broadly the power of the Agency to lend money to 
housing authorities for any of their functions under the Housing Acts 
and also to the National Building Agency. The existing legislation 
only permits the Agency to lend to housing authorities for the purpose 
of their making loans for the provision and improvement of houses 
and the payment of supplementary grants and does not, for example, 
include shared ownership. The power of the Agency to advance 
mortgage loans to individual house puchasers is being discontinued 
as the Agency has not been accepting such applications since July, 
1986. The Housing Finance Agency is also being empowered to lend 
money to the National Building Agency for use by that body in 
connection with housing, including the re-financing of existing mort
gages. The section also increases the Housing Finance Agency’s 
overall borrowing limit from £1 billion to £1.5 billion.

Section 30 is a technical amendment of the Building Societies Act, 
1989, to remove any doubt about a building society’s power to act as 
an insurance agent or intermediary.

Section 31 provides for an updating of certain thresholds contained 
in earlier legislation affecting the compulsory acquisition of land. The 
limit a housing authority may pay in respect of compulsorily acquired 
land to a person showing prima facie evidence of title or to a person 
entitled to a mortgage on the land is increased from £2,000 to £15,000. 
Where satisfactory evidence of title is not available the value of 
compulsorily acquired land in respect of which the Circuit Court, 
rather than the High Court, may decide ownership is increased from 
£5,000 to £40,000. The increases are to amounts last revised in 1970.

Section 32 extends the exemption from the provisions of the Land
lord and Tenant (Amendment) Act, 1980, which already applies to 
local authority housing, to dwellings provided by means of shared 
ownership lease and by voluntary housing bodies. The provisions in 
question relate to rights of certain tenants to renewal of tenancies, 
reversionary leases and compensation. It would not be appropriate 
for these provisions to be applied to shared ownership leases (whether 
granted by a housing authority or otherwise) since the shared owner
ship lease itself will define the respective rights of the parties. Neither 
would it be appropriate that these rights should apply in the case of 
largely publicly funded accommodation provided by voluntary bodies.

Section 33 provides for an updating and standardisation of fines 
payable on summary conviction for offences under the Housing Acts, 
1966 to 1988. The standard maximum fine is £1,000. The section also 
brings section 117 of the Housing Act, 1966, into line with more 
recent practice in relation to continuing offences.

' • ' " '*»••• * , . •

Secti°n 34 provides for offences in relation to sections 17, 18 and
9. In the case of non-compliance with those sections or regulations
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made under them, or of obstruction of an authorised person acting 
under those sections, a person shall be liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of up to £1,000. A fine of up to £100 for each day the offence 
is continued is also provided for. Proceedings in respect of an offence 
under this section may be taken up to two years after the offence is 
committed.

Section 35 provides for the validation of payments made under 
schemes provided for in this Bill which were brought into operation 
in anticipation of the legislation. The payments concerned are those 
relating to the shared ownership subsidy (section 4), works to private 
houses (section 5) and voluntary housing rental subsidy (section 7).

Section 36 replaces section 8 of the Housing Act, 1966. It provides 
for the charging of expenses incurred by a county council in the 
discharge of its functions on the area in respect of which the expenses 
were incurred. County councils, as housing authorities, may carry out 
functions on a county health district basis or on the basis of a combined 
area comprising a county health district and the area of one or 
more urban authorities. Under this section expenses are chargeable 
accordingly. The charging of expenses incurred by urban authorities 
is covered in other legislation.

Section 37 and the Schedule repeal the following:

Housing Act, 1966

—section 8 (Charging of expenses of housing authority who are 
county council), which is being replaced by section 36;

—section 33 (Modification and restriction on increase of rateable 
valuation in certain cases), which is redundant;

—section 37 (Restriction of local Acts and other provisions), 
which is redundant;

—section 39 (Loans by housing authority for acquisition or con
struction of houses), which is being replaced by section 11;

—section 43 (Guarantee of advances to builders), which is redun
dant;

—section 48 (Subsidy by Minister in respect of certain loan 
charges), which is redundant;

—section 59 (Amendment of section 1 of Local Government 
(Rates on Small Dwellings) Act, 1928), which is redundant;

—sections 70 (Bye laws in relation to rented houses) and 114 
(Conditions to be complied with on letting of house for habi
tation), which are being replaced by the provisions in the Bill 
relating to the private rented sector, in particular section 18;

—section 110 (Committees), which has been overtaken by 
broader provisions in the Local Government Act, 1991.

Housing Act, 1970

—section 6 (Increase of certain limits). The limits which relate 
to the compulsory acquisition of land by a housing authority 
are being further updated in section 31. All other provisions 
of the 1970 Act have either been already repealed or are 
incorporated into the 1966 Act.
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Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) Act, 1978
—section 4 (Sales of dwellings by housing authority), the pro

visions of which are being incorporated in a modified form in 
section 26.;

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1979
—section 8 (Loans by housing authorities for improvement of 

houses), which is being replaced by section 11;
—section 15 (Amendment of section 33 of Principal Act), which 

is redundant;
—section 17 (Amendment of section 90 of Principal Act), which 

is being incorporated in section 26;
—section 19 (Statutory declarations), which is being replaced by 

section 21.

Housing (Private Rented Dwellings) Act, 1982
—section 24 (Registration of rented dwellings), which is being 

replaced by section 20;
—section 25 (Rent books), which is being replaced by section 17;
—section 26 (Standards for rented dwellings), which is being 

replaced by section 18;
—section 27 (Offences), which is being replaced by section 34.

Housing Act, 1988
—section 5 (Assistance by housing authorities of certain bodies), 

which is being replaced by section 6;
—section 17 (1) and (2) (Mortgage of houses sold or leased by 

housing authorities), which is being incorporated in section 26.
The repeal of these provisions will not affect any loan agreement 
made by a housing authority or the Housing Finance Agency under 
them. However, a housing authority may in the case of such an 
agreement, with the borrower’s consent, rely on section 11 to adjust 
the capital debt outstanding and the payment period of a loan. 
Regulations made under any provisions repealed by this section will 
continue in force, in so far as they could be made under a cor
responding provision of the Bill, until such time as they are amended 
or revoked.

Section 38 gives the short title of the Bill and provides for con
struction, collective citations and commencement.

An Roinn Comhshaoil,
Marta, 1992.

Wt P29451/B/3. 1,825. 3/92. Cahill, (X25363). G.16.
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