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COURTS (SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS) (AMENDMENT) 
(NO. 2) BILL, 1990

EXPLANATORY AND FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM

1. General
The purpose of this Bill is to extend to members of the judiciary 

and specific court officers certain pension benefits which are already 
available to most other groups in the public service. The changes 
would be accomplished by amending the present law and also by 
allowing the Minister for Finance, after consultation with the Minister 
for Justice, to make appropriate regulations. The Bill would apply to 
all judges and justices and to the Master of the High Court, Taxing 
Masters and county registrars.

2. Provisions of Bill
The following are the changes proposed in the Bill:—

Section 2 allows temporary service as a judge of the Circuit Court 
or as a justice of the District Court, where followed by permanent 
service, to reckon as pensionable service.

Section 3 allows a part of a year of service to reckon for pension 
benefits instead of, as at present, completed years only,

Sections 4, 5 and 6 allow the Minister for Finance, after con
sultation with the Minister for Justice, to make regulations, which 
may have retrospective effect, to provide

(a) for a contributory pension scheme for the spouses and 
children of judges and court officers.

(b) in the case of a judge or court officer retiring or ceasing 
to hold office before normal retirement age after giving 
five or more years’ service, for the payment of pension 
based on that number of years’ service as soon as the 
person concerned reaches normal retirement age; or in 
the event of death,

(c) for the payment of the pension referred to at (b) above 
sooner than at normal retirement age in the event of 
permanent disability,

(d) for the purchase by judges and court officers of notional 
years’ service, at full actuarial cost, to provide additional 
pension benefits, subject to the aggregate of earned and 
purchased benefit being not greater than full pension.

Section 7 provides for the laying of regulations, which will be 
made under sections 4 and 5 of this Act, before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas,
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Sections 8 and 9 allow for the payment of death gratuity in all 
cases following the death of a judge or court officer (instead of, as 
at present, only in those cases where five years’ service has been 
given).

These changes are broadly similar to the changes contained in the 
Courts (Supplemental Provisions) (Amendment) Bill, 1984 which 
lapsed with the dissolution of the 24th Dciil, with the addition of a 
provision for the contributory pension scheme for the spouses and 
children of judges and court officers.

3. Retrospection
The Bill proposes in section 10 to make the changes provided in 

sections 2, 3 and 8 retrospective.

4. Financial and staffing implications
The annual cost is estimated at £100,000. The cost in the first year, 

including arrears, is estimated at £500,000. The proposals have no 
staffing implications.

5. Existing Statutory Provisions
The Courts (Supplemental Provisions) Act, 1961 contains the basic 

provisions relating to pensions for judges (Second Schedule) and 
court officers (section 57).

The Courts of Justice and Court Officers (Superannuation) Act, 
1961, provides for the payment of retirement lump-sums subject to a 
reduction of pension by one quarter. This Act also contains provision 
for payment of death gratuities, where the deceased had five years’ 
service.

An Roinn Dli agus Cirt,
Deireadh Fomhair, 1990.
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