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EXPLANATORY AND FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM

The Bill extends the breadth of the territorial seas of Ireland to 12 
nautical miles from baselines, and makes such consequential amend­
ments as are necessary to existing legislation, by amending the Mari­
time Jurisdiction Act, 1959.

Section 1 is a definition provision which states that “the Principal 
Act”, for the purposes of this legislation, is the Maritime Jurisdiction 
Act, 1959.

Section 2 amends the Principal Act by providing that, for purposes 
of all legislation, the territorial seas of Ireland shall be 12 nautical 
miles from baselines.

Section 3 contains the short title, collective citation and the com­
mencement date of the legislation. It is proposed that the legislation 
shall come into force on 1st March, 1988.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There will be no direct financial and public service staffing effects 
consequent on the extension of the territorial seas by the Bill.

An Roinn Gndthai Eachtracha, 
Nollaig, 1987.
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