
AN BILLE SLAINTE (BEARTU MUIRINE) (LEASU), 1985 
HEALTH (FAMILY PLANNING) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1985

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The purpose of the Bill is to make a limited number of amend
ments in the Health (Family Planning) Act, 1979.

2. At present the Health (Family Planning) Act, 1979 provides that 
all contraceptives may be sold only by pharmaceutical chemists, or 
chemists and druggists at chemists shops. A prescription or authorisa
tion from a registered medical practitioner must be obtained for all 
such purchases.

3. The Bill extends the right to sell contraceptives to registered 
medical practitioners, employees of health boards, family planning 
clinics providing services with the Minister’s consent, and hospitals 
providing maternity services or services for the treatment of sexually 
transmitted diseases. These persons will be enabled to sell contracep
tive sheaths or spermicides to a person over the age of eighteen years 
without prescription or authorisation.

4. All the other provisions of the 1979 Act including the require
ment to obtain a prescription or authorisation to purchase contracep
tives will continue to apply in all other cases including those under 
the age of eighteen.

5. Section 3 of the Bill provides for its citation with other Health 
Acts and for its commencement on such date as the Minister may 
appoint by order.

An Roinn Sldinte, 
Feabhra, 1985.
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