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BILLE NA gCUIRTEANNA, 1985 
COURTS BILL, 1985

BILL
entitled

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE NUMBER OF ORDINARY JUDGES 5 
OF THE HIGH COURT TO BE, DURING A LIMITED 
PERIOD, NOT MORE THAN FIFTEEN AND TO ENABLE 
THE NUMBER OF ORDINARY JUDGES OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT TO BE NOT MORE THAN FIFTEEN AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN OTHER RELATED MATTERS. 10

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS:

1.—(1) For so long as this section is in force the reference in section 
1 of the Courts (No. 2) Act, 1981, to fourteen shall be construed as 
being a reference to fifteen.

(2) This section shall cease to be in force on the day on which a 15 
vacancy amongst the ordinary judges of the High Court first occurs 
after the 2nd day of April, 1987.

2.—The Courts Act, 1977, is hereby amended—

(а) in section 1, by the substitution of the following subsection
for subsection (2) (inserted by section 30 of the Courts 20 
Act, 1981):

“(2) The number of ordinary judges of the Circuit Court 
shall not be more than fifteen.”, 

and

(б) in section 2— 25

(i) by the substitution of the following paragraph for
paragraph (a) (inserted by the said section 30) of 
subsection (1):

“(a) There shall be six judges of the Circuit Court 
permanently assigned to the Dublin Circuit.”, 30 

and

(ii) by the substitution of the following paragraph for 
paragraph (a) (inserted by the said section 30) of 
subsection (2):
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“(a) to the Dublin Circuit if at the date of the appoint­
ment there are less than six judges permanently 
assigned to that circuit, or”.

3.—For so long as section 1 of this Act is in force, paragraph (b) Consequential. 
5 (inserted by the Courts (No. 2) Act, 1981) of subsection (1) of section 

14 of the Law Reform Commission Act, 1975, shall be construed and 
have effect as if each of the references therein to fifteen were a 
reference to sixteen.
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4.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Courts Act, 1985.

(2) The Courts (Supplemental Provisions) Acts, 1961 to 1983, and 
this Act may be cited together as the Courts (Supplemental Provisions) 
Acts, 1961 to 1985, and shall be construed together as one.

Short title, 
collective citation 
and construction.
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BILLE NA gCUIRTEANNA, 1985 COURTS BILL, 1985

BILLE
(mar a tionscnaiodh) 

da ngairtear

Acht da chumasu gur cuig dhuine dheag ar a 
mheid an Hon gnath-bhreithiuna a bheidh, le 
linn treimhse teoranta, san Ard-Chuirt agus da 
chumasu gur cuig dhuine dheag ar a mheid an 
lion gnath-bhreithiuna a bheidh sa Chuirt 
Chuarda agus do dheanamh socru i dtaobh nithe 
airithe eile a bhaineann leis na nithe sin.

An tAire Dli agus Cirt a thiolaic, 
5 Meitheamh, 1985

BAILE ATHA CLIATH:
ARNA FHOILSIU AG OIFIG AN tSOLATHAIR

Le ceannach direach 6n Oifig Dhiolta Foilseachan Rialtais, 
Teach Sun Alliance, Sraid Theach Laighean, Bade Atha Cliath 

2, n6 tri aon diolt6ir leabhar.

Cldbhuailte ag Cahill Printers Limited.
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entitled

An Act to enable the number of ordinary judges 
of the High Court to be, during a limited period, 
not more than fifteen and to enable the number 
of ordinary judges of the Circuit Court to be not 
more than fifteen and to provide for certain 
other related matters.

Presented by the Minister for Justice, 
5th June, 1985
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