
AN BILLE UM THRACHT AR BHOITHRE (LEASU), 1983 
ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1983

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The main purpose of the Bill is to increase penalties for offences 
under the Road Traffic Acts, 1961 to 1978. These increases relate 
almost entirely to the maximum monetary penalties applying to road 
traffic offences; the only additional matters provided for in the Bill 
consist in a number of new custodial penalties for offences connected 
with heavy goods vehicles and in an extension from six months to one 
year of the period of mandatory disqualification for a second or 
subsequent motor insurance offence within any period of three years.

The increases in monetary penalties proposed in the Bill fall into 
three broad classes:

(i) the maximum fine for serious road traffic offences is being 
increased to £1,000. This new maximum will apply to off
ences connected with uninsured, drunk and dangerous driv
ing (this last offence will also be punishable on indictment 
by a fine of up to £3,000);

(ii) the maximum fine for offences more serious than those 
covered by the general penalty is being increased to £350. 
(A £50 maximum fine applied previously to most such cases). 
This new maximum will apply to careless driving, dangerous 
parking, driving a defective vehicle and to certain offences 
involving heavy vehicles;

(iii) the maximum fine attaching to the general penalty under the 
Road Traffic Acts will increase from the present £20 to £150 
in the case of a first offence and from the present £50 to 
£350 for certain second and subsequent offences. These new 
levels of fine will apply to all road traffic offences not covered 
by another specific penalty: excess speeding, non-wearing of 
seat belts and most traffic and parking violations are offences 
of this kind.

A number of other offences are dealt with in the Bill in accordance 
with the general principles outlined above. Details of the offences 
under the Road Traffic Acts, 1961 to 1978 which are affected by the 
amending provisions of sections 2 to 5 of this Bill are set out in the 
Appendix to this Explanatory Memorandum.

1



Section 1 provides for a small number of definitions which are 
relevant only for drafting purposes. By virtue of the Bill’s being 
construed together, under section 7, with the Road Traffic Acts, 1961 
to 1978, the definitions provided for in those Acts will also apply.

Section 2 amends section 102 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961 so as to 
increase the maximum amount of the fine imposed under the so-called 
general penalty from £20 to £150, in the case of a first offence, and 
from £50 to £350 in the case of certain second and subsequent offences. 
The general penalty applies on summary conviction to any offence 
under the Road Traffic Acts (or any penal regulations made under 
these) for which no other specific penalty is prescribed. A summary 
of the offences involved is contained in the detailed exposition of 
Section 2 of the Bill set out in the Appendix.

Section 3 increases penalties for offences under the Road Traffic 
Act, 1961, other than those covered by the general penalty, in accord
ance with the principles explained above. Details are set out in the 
Appendix. Section 3 also increases from six months to one year the 
minimum period of mandatory disqualification provided for by section 
26 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961 for certain second or subsequent 
offences related to uninsured driving.

Section 4 increases penalties for offences under the Road Traffic 
Act, 1968 other than those covered by the general penalty. Details 
are set out in the Appendix. Section 4 also expresses certain vehicle 
weight amounts in metric terms in accordance with recent 
requirements.

Section 5 increases penalties for offences under the Road Traffic 
Act, 1978 which are all connected with drunk driving. Details are set 
out in the Appendix.

Section 6 applies the increased penalties provided for in the Bill to 
offences committed after the Bill comes into operation on its 
enactment.

Section 7 contains standard provisions for short title, construction 
together with the Road Traffic Acts, 1961 to 1978 and collective 
citation with these.

An Roinn Comhshaoil, 
Nollaig, 1983.

APPENDIX

Detailed provisions of Sections 2 to 5 of Road Traffic (Amendment)
Bill, 1983.

Section 2 of the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1983 amends 
Section 102 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961, to provide for an increase 
in the monetary aspect of the general penalty specified in Section 102. 
The increase is from £20 to £150 and from £50 to £350. The general 
penalty applies in respect of offences for which the Act does not lay 
down specific penalties. The following is a brief summary of the 
offences to which the increased general penalty will apply:—
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Road Traffic Act, 1961

Section 11: Contravention of a regulation relating to the construc
tion, equipment and use of vehicles.

Section 18: Contravention of a regulation relating to the testing of 
vehicles.

Section 19: Refusal or failure to produce a test certificate when 
required to do so.

Section 20: Contravention of a requirement or instruction given by 
a member of the Garda Sioch&na relating to the inspection, examin
ation or testing of a vehicle other than an instruction that a defective 
mechanically propelled vehicle be not used until the defect or defects 
are remedied. In the latter case a specific higher penalty applies under 
Section 20.

Section 38: Driving without having a driving licence. If the person 
involved is disqualified or required to have a certificate of competency 
or fitness, Section 38 provides for a specific higher penalty.

Section 40: Refusal or failure to produce driving licence to a 
member of the Garda Sioch&na or to give other relevant information 
to the member.

Section 41: Refusal or failure to sign name when requested to do so 
by a member of the Garda Sioch&na.

Section 42: Contravention of a regulation relating to the issue of 
driving licences, the production of certificates of competency or 
fitness, the holding of driving tests and certain procedural arrange
ments in connection with endorsements or disqualifications.

Section 47: Exceeding a speed limit.

Section 51 A: Driving a vehicle without reasonable consideration.

Section 69: Refusal or failure to produce certificate of insurance or 
certificate of exemption to a member of the Garda Sioch4na or to 
give other relevant information to the member.

Section 70: Failure to return insurance certificate to insurer where 
period of cover is terminated or suspended before the normal expir
ation of that period.

Section 71: Failure by insured person to inform insurer of an event 
whereby the insurer may become liable under the policy.

Section 72: Failure of user of vehicle (where he is not the insured 
person) to inform insurer as under Section 71.

Section 73: Failure by insured person to give information as to 
insurance cover to a person making a claim.

Section 75: Contravention of a regulation relating to the issue of 
insurance certificates, the keeping of records and the furnishing of 
information by insurers to members of the Garda Sioch£na or officers 
of the Minister for the Environment.
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Section 82: Contravention of a regulation relating to the control 
and operation of public service vehicles.

Section 84: Contravention of a bye-law or temporary rule with 
respect to stands for public hire vehicles.

Section 86: Contravention of a regulation relating to stopping places 
and stands for omnibuses, or damaging a bus stop sign or shelter.

Section 87: Contravention of a bye-law with respect to property left 
in public service vehicles.

Section 89: Contravention of a local bye-law or temporary rule with 
respect to the regulation and control of traffic and pedestrians and the 
facilitating of the movement of traffic and pedestrians.

Section 90: Contravention of a local bye-law or temporary rule with 
respect to the control and regulation of parking.

Section 91: Contravention of a direction given by a member of the 
Garda Sioch£na as to traffic or parking when there is an event 
attracting a large number of people.

Section 92: Contravention of a bye-law to secure the free passage 
of traffic when there is a fair or market.

Section 93: Contravention of a bridge weight restriction or failure 
to comply with a direction by the Minister to remove or alter a weight 
restriction notice.

Section 94: Contravention of an order made by the Minister pro
hibiting traffic from using a specified road.

Section 95: Provision, otherwise than by a road authority, of a 
traffic sign without the consent of the Garda Commissioner; removing 
or damaging a traffic sign, or providing any sign, etc. which could be 
confused with a traffic sign or which obstructs the view of a traffic 
sign.

Section 96: Failure to obey a school warden’s sign.

Section 97: Obstructing or impeding the removal of an abandoned 
or illegally parked vehicle.

Section 98: Obstructing traffic through a public place.

Section 99: Holding on to or getting on or into a moving vehicle.

Section 100: Holding on to a moving vehicle (by a cyclist).

Section 101: Contravention of a car park bye-law.

Section 103: Removal or interference with a “fine on the spot” 
notice otherwise than by the person to whom the notice applies.

Section 109: Failure to stop a vehicle when required to do so by a 
member of the Garda SiochAna.

Section 122: Contravention of a regulation relating to the keeping 
of petroleum or other flammable liquid or fuel.
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Section 8: Supplying a vehicle which does not comply with the 
prescribed construction and equipment requirements, altering a 
vehicle for supply so that it does not comply with the said require
ments, supplying a vehicle without a test certificate or a certificate of 
conformity with type approval where such certificates are required, 
contravening a regulation relating to the aforementioned matters.

Section 9: Contravention of a regulation relating to the importation, 
supply and fitting of vehicle parts.

Section 10: Contravention of a regulation relating to the control 
and operation of trailers.

Section 13: Contravention of a regulation relating to the inspection 
and examination of vehicle fleets.

Section 18: Contravention of a regulation relating to the giving for 
reward of driving instruction. Where the contravention involves an 
unlicensed driving instructor Section 18 provides a specific higher 
penalty.

Section 59: Being in such a condition in a public place because of 
the influence of intoxicating liquor or a drug as to be a source of 
danger to oneself or to traffic.

Section 60: Contravention of a regulation for the general regulation 
and control of traffic and pedestrians in public places.

Section 64: Refusal or failure to give name and address, or giving 
a false name and address, to a person who is an authorised person for 
the purposes of the so called “fine on the spot” system.

Section 66: Contravention of a requirement by an authorised person 
in connection with the investigation by him of an accident involving 
a vehicle, or obstruction of such person in the performance of his 
duties.

Section 3 of the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1983 provides for 
increases in monetary penalties under the Road Traffic Act, 1961 for 
offences to which the general penalty under section 102 of that Act 
does not apply. The section also provides for the transfer of certain 
offences from the ambit of the general penalty and provides for 
specific penalties for these offences. In the case of uninsured driving 
(section 56 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961), the minimum period of 
consequential disqualification under section 26 of the Act is being 
increased from six months to one year. The following is a brief 
summary of offences and the revised penalties being provided for:—

Road Traffic Act, 1968
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Road Traffic Act, 1961

(a)

Section

(b)

Offence

JC)
Present
Penalty

I (<,) H
Increased
Penalty

12 Contravention of a 
regulation relating to 
the maximum weight 
of a vehicle.

General Penalty. A fine not exceeding 
£350 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
three months.

16 Refusing to have a 
vehicle weighed.

General Penalty. A fine not exceeding 
£500 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
three months.

18 Using a vehicle without 
having a test 
certificate where such 
a certificate is 
required.

A fine not exceeding 
£50 and/or
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
three months.

For second or 
subsequent offence 
within any period of 
three years a 
consequential 
disqualification for 
holding a driving 
licence for any period 
not less than six 
months.

A fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered and 
disqualification 
requirement likewise.

20 Contravention of an 
instruction by a 
member of the Garda 
SiochAna that a 
defective 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle be 
not used until the 
defect is remedied.

A fine not exceeding 
£50 and/or
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
three months.

For second or any 
subsequent offence 
within any period of 
three years a 
consequential 
disqualification for 
holding a driving 
licence for any period 
not less than six 
months.

A fine not exceeding 
£350, the custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered and 
disqualification 
requirement likewise.

38 Driving without holding 
a driving licence 
while being 
disqualified or being 
required to produce a 
certificate ot 
competency or fitness 
before obtaining a 
driving licence.

A fine not exceeding 
£100 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

A fine not exceeding 
£1,000, the custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

39 Applying for a driving 
licence while 
disqualified for 
applying therefor.

A fine not exceeding 
£100 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

A fine not exceeding 
£1,000, the custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

48 Driving or attempting 
to drive a 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle 
while unfit to do so.

Fine not exceeding £20 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding one month 
(first offence).

Fine not exceeding £50 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding three 
months (second or 
subsequent offence).

In the case of a second 
or subsequent 
offence within any 
period of three years 
consequential 
disqualification for 
any term not less 
than six months.

Fine not exceeding 
£150, the custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered (first 
offence).

Fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered likewise 
disqualification 
requirement (second 
or subsequent 
offence).

49 Driving when under the 
influence of an 
intoxicant, or when

Imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months and/or a

Fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial 
penalty to remain
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(a)

Section

(b)

Offence

JC)
Present
Penalty

Increased
Penalty

49
contd.

the concentration of 
alcohol in blood 
exceeds 100 
milligrammes of 
alcohol per 100 
millilitres of blood, 
or when the 
concentration of 
alcohol in urine 
exceeds 135 
milligrammes of 
alcohol per 100 
millilitres of urine.

hne not exceeding 
£500.

In the case of a first 
offence consequential 
disqualification of not 
less than one year 
and in the case of a 
second or subsequent 
offence consequential 
disqualification of not 
less than three years.

unaltered, likewise
disqualification
requirement.

50 Being in charge of a 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle 
with intent to drive 
or attempting to 
drive when under the 
influence of an 
intoxicant or when 
the concentration of 
alcohol in the blood 
exceeds 100 
milligrammes of 
alcohol per 100 
millilitres of blood or 
when the 
concentration of 
alcohol in the urine 
exceeds 135 
milligrammes of 
alcohol per 100 
millilitres of urine.

First offence fine not 
exceeding £100 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding three 
months.

Second or subsequent 
offence fine not 
exceeding £500 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding six 
months.

Disqualification for any 
period not less than 
six months, being a 
second or subsequent 
offence within any 
period of three years.

First offence fine not 
exceeding £350, 
custodial penalty to 
remain unaltered.

Second or any 
subsequent offence 
fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered, likewise 
disqualification 
requirement.

51 Driving an animal- 
drawn vehicle while 
intoxicated.

First offence fine not 
exceeding £20 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
one month.

Second or subsequent 
offence fine not 
exceeding £50 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
three months.

Fine not exceeding £50 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding three 
months.

First offence fine not 
exceeding £150, 
custodial penalty to 
remain unaltered.

Second or any 
subsequent offence

Riding a pedal cycle 
while intoxicated.

fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

Fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

52 Driving a vehicle 
without due care and 
attention.

Fine not exceeding £50 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding three 
months.

Consequential 
disqualification for 
any period not less 
than six months 
where the 
contravention 
involved the driving 
of a mechanically 
propelled vehicle, 
being a third or 
subsequent offence in 
any period of three 
years.

Fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered, likewise 
disqualification 
requirement.

53 Driving a vehicle 
dangerously.

Where death or serious 
bodily harm to 
another person is 
caused, on conviction 
on indictment penal 
servitude for any 
term not exceeding 
five years and/or fine 
not exceeding £500.

In any other case a fine 
not exceeding £100 
and/or imprisonment

Fine not exceeding 
£3,000, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered, likewise 
disqualification 
requirement.

Fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered, likewise 
disqualification 
requirement.
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(a)
Section

(b)

Offence

(c)
Present
Penalty

Increased
Penalty

53
contd.

for any term not 
exceeding six 
months.

Where death or serious 
bodily harm to 
another person is 
caused, 
consequential 
disqualification for 
any period not less 
than one year in the 
case of a first offence 
and for any period 
not less than three 
years in the case of a 
second or subsequent 
offence, provided a 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle was 
involved. In any 
other case involving a 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle, 
consequential 
disqualification for 
any period not less 
than six months, 
being a second or 
subsequent offence in 
any period of three 
years and in case it is 
a second offence the 
other offence shall 
have involved the use 
of a mechanically 
propelled vehicle. In 
case of subsequent 
offences one at least 
shall have involved 
use of mechanically 
propelled vehicle.

54 Driving a mechanically 
propelled vehicle 
which is defective.

Fine not exceeding £50 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding three 
months.

Consequential 
disqualification for 
any period not less 
than six months in 
the case of a second 
or subsequent 
offence in any period 
of three years.

Fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered, likewise 
disqualification 
requirement.

55 Parking a vehicle 
dangerously.

In the case of a first 
offence when it 
occurred during 
lighting-up hours and 
the vehicle did not 
satisfy the legal 
requirements as to 
lighting and reflectors 
or in the case of a 
second or subsequent 
offence a fine not 
exceeding £50 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
three months.

In any other case a fine 
not exceeding £20 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding one 
month.

Consequential 
disqualification for 
any term not less

Fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered, likewise 
disqualification 
requirement where 
the offence occurred 
during lighting-up 
hours.

Fine not exceeding 
£150, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.
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(a)
Section

55
contd.

64

69A

(b)

Offence

(c)
Present
Penalty

than six months 
where the 
contravention 
involved a 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle and 
any part of the 
contravention was a 
period within lighting-* 
up hours during 
wnich the vehicle did 
not satisfy the legal

(d)
Increased
Penalty

requirements as to 
lighting and reflectors, 
being a second or any 
subsequent offence 
within any period of 
three years.

Using a mechanically 
propelled vehicle 
while the use of the 
vehicle is not covered 
by insurance.

Fine not exceeding 
£100 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

Consequential 
disqualification for 
any period not less 
than six months, 
being a second or 
subsequent offence in 
any period of three 
years.

Fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

Consequential 
disqualification for 
any period not less 
than one year, being 
a second or 
subsequent offence in 
any period of three 
years.

Committing fraud, etc. 
while seelting to 
obtain an approved 
policy of insurance or 
while seeking to 
secure participation 
in the cover jgiven by 
an approved policy of 
insurance.

Fine not exceeding 
£100 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

Fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

Using a mechanically 
propelled vehicle 
where evidence of 
insurance was not 
produced on demand 
to a member of the 
Garda Siochana or 
an officer of Customs 
and Excise.

Fine not exceeding £50 Fine not exceeding 
£350.

Refusing to comply 
with a direction by a 
member of the Garda 
Siochana or an 
officer of Customs 
and Excise that the 
vehicle be removed 
to a specified place.

Note:
This section applies to 

vehicles entering 
Ireland which are not 
normally based in 
Ireland, or in any of 
the designated 
territories (i.e. the 
European territories 
of the member States 
of the European 
Community (other 
than Ireland), 
Austria, Finland, 
Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland, 
Hungary,
Czechoslovakia and 
the German 
Democratic 
Republic).
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(a)
Section

(b)

Offence
Present
Penalty

I (<,) AIncreased
Penalty

106 Failure to comply with 
the specified 
procedure at the 
scene of an accident 
involving a vehicle 
when injury or 
damage is caused, 
namely failure to 
stop the vehicle and 
keep it stopped and 
failure to give the 
required particulars 
to a person entitled 
to be given such 
particulars or to a 
member of the Garda 
Siochana.

In the case of injury to 
a person, a fine not 
exceeding £100 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding six 
months.

In the case of injury to 
a person, fine not 
exceeding £1,000, 
custodial penalty to 
remain unaltered, 
likewise 
disqualification 
requirement.

In the case of injury to 
property, fine not 
exceeding £50 and/or 
imprisonment for any 

- term not exceeding 
three months.

In the case of injury to 
property, fine not 
exceeding 050, 
custodial penalty to 
remain unaltered.

Consequential 
disqualification for 
any period not less 
than six months 
where there was
injury to person, a 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle was 
involved and the 
convicted person was 
the driver of the 
vehicle, being a 
second or any 
subsequent offence 
within any period of 
three years.

107 Where a member of the 
Garda SfochAna 
suspects that an 
offence under the 
Road Traffic Acts 
involving the use of a 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle has 
been committed, 
failure to give 
information on 
demand to that 
member.

Fine not exceeding £50 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding three 
months.

Fine not exceeding
050, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

115 Furnishing false 
particulars in 
connection with an 
application for a 
licence, plate or 
certificate or 
otherwise in 
connection with a 
licence, certificate, 
plate or vehicle or 
forging or
fraudulently altering 
or using, or 
fraudulently lending 
or allowing to be 
used any licence, 
plate, badge, special 
permit, or certificate 
issued under the
Road Traffic Acts.

Fine not exceeding £50 
and/or imprisonment 
for any term not 
exceeding six 
months.

Fine not exceeding
050, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.
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Section 4 of the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1983 provides for 
increases in monetary penalties under the Road Traffic Act, 1968 for 
offences to which the general penalty under section 102 of the Road 
Traffic Act, 1961 does not apply. In addition the section provides for 
the transfer of certain offences from the ambit of the general penalty 
and provides for specific penalties for these offences. Legal backing 
is also being given to the use of the metric equivalents of certain 
previously specified weights. The following is a brief summary of 
offences and the revised penalties being provided for:—

Road Traffic Act, 1968

(a)
Section

(b)

Offence
(c)

Present
Penalty

i (d) A
Increased
Penalty

11 Contravention of a 
maximum weight 
requirement specified 
on a plate exhibited 
on a vehicle and 
specified in a 
certificate applying to 
the vehicle, 
contravention of a 
regulation relating to 
the issue etc. of 
plates and certificates 
or destroying, 
damaging or defacing 
a plate or certificate.

General Penalty A fine not exceeding 
£350 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
three months.

12 Contravention of a 
requirement made by 
an authorised officer 
of the Minister 
relating to the 
inspection or 
examination of a 
vehicle,
contravention of a 
similar requirement 
made by tne 
Minister, or 
contravention of a 
regulation relating to 
the aforementioned 
matters.

General Penalty A fine not exceeding 
£350 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
three months.

15 Where a vehicle or 
combination of 
vehicles exceeding 17 
tons in weight laden 
is used on a public 
road and the owner 
has been convicted of 
an offence under 
section 12 of the 
Road Traffic Act, 
1961. and the excess 
weight during such 
use was not less than 
one ton, the court 
shall impose a further 
penalty under this 
section.

Where the excess weight 
less than 2 tons £5 

Where the excess weight 
less than 3 tons £15 

Where the excess weight 
less than 4 tons £35 

Where the excess weight 
less than 5 tons £75 

Where the excess weight 
£150

Apart from general 
penalty on conviction 
under section 12 of 
1961 Act further 
penalty in accordance 
with tne table below 
(the penalty under 
section 12 is being 
increased).

is more than 1 ton but 

is more than 2 ton but 

is more than 3 tons but 

is more than 4 tons but 

is more than 5 tons

Revised Penalties 

£50 

£100 

£250 

£350 

£650
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(a)
Section

(b)

Offence
Jc)
Present
Penalty

(d)
Increased
Penalty

18 Contravention of a 
regulation which 
prohibits or restricts 
the giving for reward 
of driving instruction 
by a person other 
than a licensed 
driving instructor or 
prohibits the 
employment of such 
person for the 
purpose of giving 
instruction for 
reward.

A fine not exceeding 
£100 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

A fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

23 Undergoing or 
attempting to 
undergo a driving 
test in the name of 
another person.

A fine not exceeding 
£50 and/or
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

A fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

Section 5 of the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1983 provides for 
increases in monetary penalties for offences under the Road Traffic 
(Amendment) Act, 1978. The following is a brief summary of the 
offences and the revised penalties being provided for:—

Road Traffic (Amendment) Act, 1978

(a)
Section

(b)

Offence
(0

Present
Penalty Penalty

12 Refusal or failure to 
provide a breath

A fine not exceeding 
£500 and/or

A fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial

specimen to indicate 
tne presence of 
alconol in the breath.

imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

penalty to remain 
unaltered.

13 
and
14

Refusal or failure to 
comply with a 
requirement made at 
a Garda Station as to 
providing a specimen 
of breath for a 
member of the Garda 
Sioch&na or as to 
providing a specimen 
of blood or urine for 
a designated 
registered medical 
practitioner.

A fine not exceeding 
£500 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

For a first offence 
under section 13 a 
consequential 
disqualification for 
not less than one 
year and in case of 
second or subsequent

A fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

Note:

Section 13 covers 
driving or attempting 
to drive, while 
section 14 covers 
being in charge of a 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle and 
intending to drive or 
to attempt to drive 
but not actually 
driving or attempting 
to drive.

offence
disqualification for 
not less than three 
years. For a second 
or subsequent 
offence under section 
14 within any period 
of three years a 
consequential 
disqualification for 
not less than six 
months.

15 Refusal or failure to 
provide a breath 
specimen to indicate 
tne concentration of 
alcohol in breath or 
blood.

A fine not exceeding 
£500 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

For a first offence a 
consequential 
disqualification for 
not less than one 
year and in case of 
second or subsequent 
offence
disqualification for 
not less than three 
years.

A fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

12



(a)
Section

(b)

Offence

(f)
Present
Penalty

I (<1) A Increased
Penalty

16 Refusal to acknowledge 
in writing receipt of a 
written statement by 
a member of the
Garda Sioch&na 
indicating the 
concentration of 
alcohol in the blood.

Refusal or failure to 
provide a specimen 
of blood or urine for 
a designated 
registered medical 
practitioner.

A fine not exceeding 
£100 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
three months.

A fine not exceeding 
£500 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

For a first offence 
involving refusal or 
failure to provide a 
specimen 
conseauential 
disqualification for 
not less than one 
year and in case of 
second or subsequent 
offence
disqualification for 
not less than three 
years.

A fine not exceeding 
£350, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

A fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

17 Refusal or failure to 
comply with a 
requirement of a 
member of the Garda 
Sfoch&na that a 
person accompany 
the member to a
Garda Station.

A fine not exceeding 
£500 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

A fine not exceeding 
£1,000, custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.

Refusal or failure to 
comply with a 
requirement as to 
providing a specimen 
of urine for a 
designated registered 
medical practitioner.

For an offence 
involving refusal or 
failure to provide a 
specimen 
conseauential 
disqualification for 
any period not less 
than six months.

Note:
This section relates to a 

person in charge of a 
mechanically 
propelled vehicle 
whom a member of 
the Garda Siochana 
suspects of being 
under the influence 
of a drug or drugs so 
as to be incapable of 
having proper control 
of the vehicle.

18 Taking or attempting to 
take any action 
(including 
consumption of 
alcohol but excluding 
refusal or failure to 
provide a specimen 
or breath or blood) 
with the intention of 
frustrating a 
prosecution under 
section 49 or 50 of 
the Road Traffic Act. 
1961.

A fine not exceeding 
£500 and/or 
imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 
six months.

A fine not exceeding 
£1,000. custodial 
penalty to remain 
unaltered.
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