
AN BILLE FORBARTHA MONA, 1980 
TURF DEVELOPMENT BILL, 1980

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

INTRODUCTION

1. The purpose of the Bill is to amend the Turf Development Acts, 
1946 to 1980 to enable Bord na Mona to make grants to encourage 
more extensive private development of bogs for the production of 
fuel.

Under the Bill application for a development grant may be made 
by an individual, a qualified company or a qualified society, who is 
either the owner of the bog proposed for development or has a right 
of turbary.

Provision is also being made in the Bill for an amendment to the 
Turf Development Act, 1946; this deals with a technical adjustment 
of the limit on advances that may be made to Bord na Mona out of 
the Central Fund.

2. Section 1 is an interpretative section.

3. Section 2 indicates those by whom an application to Bord na 
Mona may be made for a bog development grant, authorises the 
Board to make a grant on such terms and conditions as it considers 
appropriate and to determine the amount of such grant, and, where 
the Board proposes to refuse a grant application on the grounds that, 
if carried out the proposed development would be seriously detri
mental to the development of bogland by the Board, requires the 
Board to send the application and all relevant documents to the 
Minister indicating why the proposed development would be detri
mental to bogland development by the Board. In this kind of situation 
the Minister is required, after consultation with the Advisory Com
mittee (the establishment of which is provided for in section 7) to 
confirm the Board’s proposal to refuse the application or to direct the 
Board to make a grant on such terms and conditions as are specified 
in the direction. For the purposes of this section the provision of 
access roads to bogs, or drainage (including outfall drainage) for bogs 
is regarded as development of bogs and the cost of purchasing, leasing 
or hiring equipment to be used in bog development is regarded as 
part of the cost of such development. Turf development equipment 
does not include a road transport vehicle or any part thereof or 
anything designed for use on a road transport vehicle.

4. Section 3 limits the amount of grant that may be made towards 
the cost of bog development to a maximum of sixty per cent, in the 
case of a qualified society and forty-five per cent, in any other case. 
The higher grant proposed for a qualified society is designed to 
encourage the co-operative effort in the private development of bogs.
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5. Section 4 provides that an application must be accompanied by 
a bog development plan in such form and containing such information 
as the Board may require. However, the Board has power to dispense 
with this requirement where an application relates to a bog develop
ment adequately indicated on a plan received by the Board in relation 
to another application, or is in respect of minor works or minor 
equipment for a proposed development on a bog which is being 
worked.

6. Section 5 enables the Board to appoint persons to prepare or 
examine bog development plans. Plans accompanied by a certificate 
given by such persons may be regarded by the Board as complying 
with requirements. This is designed to involve persons, usually in the 
counties concerned, with knowledge and experience in connection 
with bog development, in the working of the scheme thereby facili
tating the Board in processing applications.

7. Section 6 gives the Board power to refuse a development grant 
in specified situations viz. (i) in respect of bog which the Board prior 
to the receipt of the application, has decided to acquire or considered 
acquiring and (ii) where the proposed development would be detri
mental to development of bogland by the Board itself. It will be noted 
that section 2 (3) lays down procedures for dealing with a proposal by 
the Board to refuse an application. The Board may not reject a 
development grant application on the grounds alone that the proposed 
development would conflict with its interest.

8. Section 7 provides for the establishment of an Advisory Com
mittee and the appointment of members to it to assist the Minister in 
his consideration of applications referred to him under section 2 (3) 
of the Bill.

9. Section 8 empowers the Board to make a grant to a person who 
undertakes or intends to undertake the production of turf under 
contract, towards the cost of machinery for the extraction of turf for 
fuel. Here again, the amount of the grant which can be made is limited 
to sixty per cent, in the case of a qualified society and forty-five per 
cent, in other cases.

10. Section 9 gives the Minister power to give to the Board general 
policy directives regarding the making of grants. It is provided, 
however, that this shall not be construed as enabling the Minister to 
exercise any power or control regarding any particular case with which 
the Board is concerned.

11. Section 10 enables the Board to undertake works in connection 
with the provision of access roads to bogs and the drainage of bogs on 
contract for a person who proposes to develop a bog for the production 
of turf for fuel. Where the Board performs such contract, any devel
opment grant which the Board decides to make to the person con
cerned may be set off in whole or in part against moneys due to the 
Board on foot of the contract.

12. Section 11 provides that the funds to enable Bord na Mona to 
make development grants under the Bill will be provided by the 
Oireachtas and will not be taken into account in relation to the amount 
specified in section 53 of the Turf Development Act, 1946.

13. Section 12 provides that the accounts and Annual Report which 
the Board is required to send to the Minister under the Turf Devel
opment Act, 1946 shall deal separately with the Board's operations 
under the Bill.
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14. Section /.? provides for the amendment of section 53 (1) of the 
Turf Development Act, 1946. to increase the ceiling on advances that 
may be made to the Board out of the Central Fund.

15. Section !4 provides for the short title construction and collective 
citation.

An Roinn Fuinnimh, 
Eundir. 1981.

Wt. 127287/F/l. 1.200. 1/81. Cahill. (7166). G.16.
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