
AN BILLE UM RATAI AR THALAMH TALMHAIOCHTA 
(FAOISEAMH), 1981

RATES ON AGRICULTURAL LAND (RELIEF) BILL, 1981

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

General
The purpose of the Bill is to give effect to the new scale of rates 

relief for land holders announced in the Budget, 1981; to provide for 
other improvements in rates relief on land and to validate improve
ments in relief advanced in 1980.

The Bill provides that the reliefs given which, up to now, have 
always been temporary under the Rates on Agricultural Land (Relief) 
Acts 1946 to 1980, will be placed on a permanent footing. The new 
reliefs are:—

full relief of rates in respect of persons with aggregate land 
holdings up to but not including £50 rateable value,

50 per cent, relief of rates in respect of persons with aggregate 
land holdings of £50 rateable value or more and less than 
£70 rateable value.

For the first time, land in cities and towns will, under the Bill’s 
provisions, receive the same relief as applies in County Council areas. 
In addition, the Bill provides that those who qualify for relief will also 
be relieved in respect of separate charges, such as malicious injuries 
compensation. Up to now land holders have not been relieved in 
respect of such charges.

Section 1 provides for definition of the terms used in the Bill.

Section 2 provides for the application of rates relief to persons with 
aggregate land holdings of less than £70 rateable value. Lands held by 
the Irish Land Commission will, in line with previous legislation, not 
be aggregated for the purposes of establishing entitlement to relief. 
The section also provides for putting relief on a permanent footing.

Section 3 and 4 provide for amendment of the basic Act (the 1946 
Act) so that the new scale of relief may be applied. These reliefs are 
set out in the introductory paragraphs above.

Section 5 provides for extension of the relief measures to county 
boroughs, boroughs and urban districts. Subsections (2) and (3) pro
vide that a person who benefits under the new relief measures will not 
also benefit from relief measures which apply to land in urban areas. 
Subsection (4) ensures that the Exchequer’s liability for meeting the 
cost of the new relief measures will be confined to “topping up” the 
relief measures urban authorities already applied in 1980 and previous 
years out of their own resources.
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Section 6 provides that relief under the Acts will be calculated on 
the total rate in the pound. This ensures that rates for separate charges 
such as the cost of malicious injuries, which up to now were not 
included in calculating relief, will now be included.

Section 7 is designed to ensure that no person will receive propor
tionately less relief as a result of the Bill’s provisions than he received 
last year.

Section 8 gives statutory effect to the additional relief measures 
announced and applied in respect of 1980. The additional relief was 
given to persons whose aggregate land holdings in County Council 
areas and in certain parts of a few urban authorities had valuations of 
£40 or more and less than £60. The relief in this case amounted to a 
moiety of the rate or 50 per cent.

Section 9 provides for repeal of Section 7 of the 1946 Act under 
which certain allowances relating to employment used to be given. 
These allowances were discontinued in 1976. The section also repeals 
Section 2 of the 1976 Act which is not now necessary with the extension 
of the relief to urban areas.

Section 10 provides for short title, collective citation etc.

An Roinn Comhshaoil, 
Bealtaine, 1981.
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