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IRISH FILM BOARD BILL, 1979

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The establishment of a Film Board was recommended in the 
report of the Film Industry Committee, under the chairmanship of 
Mr. John Huston, which reported to the then Minister for Industry 
and Commerce in 1968. The Committee’s main recommendations 
formed the basis of the principal provisions of the Film Industry Bill, 
1970, which lapsed in early 1973.

2. The present Bill provides for the establishment of a Board, to be 
known as the Irish Film Board, which shall have overall responsibility 
for the promotion and development of film-making in Ireland and for 
the operation of financial aid schemes designed to further these ends. 
The Bill was prepared following the receipt of advice from Inter
national Consultants in relation to methods of film-financing and 
discussions were held, where requested, with the various Irish 
interests concerned.

3. A Board, to be known as the Irish Film Board, shall be estab
lished on “the establishment day” appointed by order of the 
Minister for Industry, Commerce and Energy (sections 2 & 3). The 
general functions of the Board shall be to assist and encourage by 
any means it considers appropriate the making of films in the State 
and the development of an industry in the State for the making of 
films (section 4).

4. The Board, subject to such terms and conditions as it thinks 
proper, may invest in or make a loan or a grant towards the cost of 
the making of a film in the State (section 6). The Board may also 
guarantee loans and provide other financial guarantees for the 
making of a film in the State (section 7). In addition the Board may 
provide grants for training and provide moneys for general activities 
in accordance with its general functions (section 8). The aggregate 
amount of any investments, loans, grants or moneys provided for 
general activities (excluding administrative expenses), together with 
aggregate liability under guarantees shall not exceed £4.1m. 
(section 10).

5. Members of the Board (who shall not exceed seven in number) 
shall be appointed by the Minister for Industry, Commerce and 
Energy for periods of not more than four years (section 12). The 
Minister may appoint a member of the Board to be Chairman 
(section 13). The Board may establish Committees to assist it in the 
performance of its functions (section 16). A member of the Board or 
a Committee whose interests may be affected by a decision of the 
Board or a Committee shall disclose such interest (section 17). Proper 
financial accounts shall be kept by the Board, shall be audited by the



Comptroller and Auditor General and shall be laid before each House 
of the Oireachtas (section 20). The Board shall also furnish an 
annual report of its proceedings to the Minister and this report shall 
be laid before each House of the Oireachtas (section 21).

6. Any profits or other moneys received by the Board in the 
exercise of its functions shall be disposed of in a manner to be 
directed by the Minister for Industry, Commerce and Energy 
(section 25). The Board shall prepare and submit to the Minister for 
Industry, Commerce and Energy superannuation schemes which shall 
require the approval of the Minister (section 28). The usual restrictions 
shall apply in relation to membership of either House of the 
Oireachtas or the Assembly of the European Communities for 
members, officers or servants of the Board (sections 29 & 30). The 
Minister for Industry, Commerce and Energy may from time to time 
give general directives to the Board (section 31).

1. Sections 1, 5, 9, 11, 14, 15, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 32, 33, 34 
and 35 of the Bill are self-explanatory.

An Roinn Tionscail, Trdchtala agus Fuinnimh,
Samhain, 1979.
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