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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

Introduction
The purpose of this Bill is to regulate the conduct in the State of 

elections to the Assembly of the European Communities.

The provisions of the Bill are essentially the same as those con
tained in the Bill of a similar title presented to the Dail on 19th 
April, 1977, which lapsed with the dissolution of the Dail on 25th 
May, 1977. Section 20, however, is new and the Second Schedule sets 
out the constituencies as recommended by the Commission set 
up for this purpose. Minor changes have been made in sections 2, 8, 
14(1), 16 (5) and 17 (7) and in Rules 16(4), 18 (2), 41,46 (2) (e), 57, 61 
(8) (a), 71 (1) (b), 88 and 92 of the First Schedule.

Article 21 (3) of the Treaty establishing the European Coal and 
Steel Community, article 138 (3) of the Treaty establishing the 
European Economic Community and article 108 (3) of the Treaty 
establishing the European Atomic Energy Community provide that 
the Assembly shall draw up proposals for elections by direct 
universal suffrage in accordance with a uniform procedure in all 
Member States and that the Council shall, acting unanimously, lay 
down the appropriate provisions, which it shall recommend to 
Member Stales for adoption in accordance with their respective 
constitutional requirements. Having considered proposals drawn up 
by the Assembly, the Council of Ministers on 20th September, 1976, 
laid down provisions in relation to direct elections. The Council 
acted by means of a Decision to which was annexed an “ Act 
concerning the election of the representatives of the Assembly by 
direct universal suffrage” and the Decision and the Act annexed 
thereto—both of which are set out as an Appendix to this memoran
dum—were published in the Official Journal of the European Com
munities on 8th October, 1976 (O.J. No. L. 278). The Decision 
refers to the intention to give effect to the conclusion of the European 
Council held in Rome in December, 1975 that the first elections to 
the Assembly should be held in the period May/June, 1978.

The main provisions of the Act annexed to the Council Decision 
of 20th September, 1976 are as follows: —

Representatives to the Assembly shall be elected by direct univer
sal suffrage and for a term of 5 years, each outgoing Assembly 
remaining in office until the first sitting of its successor. Representa
tives in the Assembly will vote on an individual and personal basis 
and may not be bound by instructions or receive a binding mandate.

Representatives will enjoy the same privileges and immunities as 
those enjoyed by the existing (nominated) members of the Assembly. 
It will be incompatible with membership of the Assembly to hold 
certain Community offices or to hold office in the Government of a 
Member State. Further incompatibilities may be laid down in national 
law. It is provided specifically, however, that membership of the 
Assembly will not be incompatible with membership of a national 
parliament. The Assembly is required to draw up proposals for a 
uniform electoral procedure to apply in each Member State but 
pending the entry into force of such a procedure the electoral pro
cedure will be governed in each Member State by its national 
provisions. No one may vote more than once in an election of 
representatives. The polling day in each of the Member States will



fall within a period beginning on a Thursday morning and ending 
on the following Sunday. The Council, acting unanimously after con
sulting the Assembly, will determine the period for the first elections 
and subsequent elections will take place in the corresponding period 
in the last year of the five year term of office. Should it prove impos
sible to hold a subsequent election in the Community during that 
period, there is provision to select another period not more than one 
month before or after that period. The counting of votes may not 
begin until after the close of poll in the Member State whose 
electors are last to vote within the period referred to. The Assembly 
will verify the credentials of representatives and for this purpose it 
must take note of the results declared officially by each Member 
State. It is empowered to rule on any disputes arising out of the 
provisions of the Act other than those arising out of national pro
visions. Each Member State must lay down appropriate procedures 
for filling any seat which falls vacant during the five year term of 
office of the Assembly. The Assembly will meet, without requiring to 
be convened, on the first Tuesday after the expiry of an interval of 
one month from the end of the period fixed by the Council for the 
poll. Should it prove necessary to do so, there is a procedure whereby 
additional measures can be adopted by the Council to implement the 
Act. The number of representatives to be elected in each Member 
State is set out in Article 2.

Article 7 (2) of the Act annexed to the Council Decision provides 
that pending the entry into force of a uniform electoral procedure 
and subject to the other provisions of the Act, the electoral procedure 
will be governed in each Member State by its national provisions.

This Bill proposes to lay down the provisions which will apply to 
the election of representatives to the Assembly in this country 
pending the entry into force of a uniform electoral procedure. The 
main principles are contained in the sections of the Bill while pro
cedural matter and provisions which correspond closely to existing 
provisions in relation to D£il and other domestic elections are con
tained in the First Schedule. The constituencies by reference to which 
the elections will be conducted are defined in the Second Schedule.

General
The main provisions of the Bill are as follows: —
—the poll will be taken according to the principle of proportional 

representation by means of the single transferable vote;
—Irish citizens and nationals of the other Member States of the 

European Communities will be registered as electors and have 
the right to vote provided they are ordinarily resident in one of 
the constituencies specified in the Second Schedule and have 
reached the age of 18 years;

—a candidate may nominate himself or with his consent be nomin
ated by one registered elector for the constituency concerned;

—each candidate will be required to lodge a deposit of £1,000;
—only persons who are eligible to become members of the D&il 

will be eligible to be elected representatives to the Assembly and 
those disqualified for membership of the D4il will also be dis
qualified for membership of the Assembly;

—voting will be by secret ballot and a person shall not be required 
in any legal proceedings to state how he voted;

—the procedure for the registration of political parties will be 
modified to provide for the registration of parties organised to 
contest elections to the Assembly;

—the political affiliation of candidates may be shown on nomina
tion papers, ballot papers and notices. Where a party is 
represented in the Assembly the name of the political group in 
the Assembly with which it is associated may also be so shown 
in relation to candidates of that party;

—casual vacancies will be filled by appointment by the D£il. 
Where, at the preceding election, the vacant seat was won by the 
representative of a registered political party, the appointment by 
the Ddil will be on the nomination of the party concerned;
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—the result of an election may be questioned by way of a petition 
procedure similar to that applying in relation to Ddil and local 
government elections;

—for the purposes of the elections, there will be a chief returning 
officer for the State as a whole, a returning officer for each 
constituency and a local returning officer for each county and 
county borough;

—there will be four constituencies, returning between 3 and 5 
representatives each to the Assembly, and the constituencies are 
defined by reference to counties and county boroughs;

—the conduct of the elections will be on the same general lines as 
Dail and other domestic elections.

The sections of the Bill
Section l is the normal interpretation section.

Section 2 provides that elections to the Assembly will be on the 
basis of proportional representation by means of the single transfer
able vote and that voting will be by secret ballot. The system of 
election will, therefore, be identical with that already applying at 
Dail and local government elections.

The effect of section 3 is to provide that citizens of Ireland and 
nationals of any other Member State of the European Communities 
will be eligible for registration as electors for the purpose of Assembly 
elections provided they have reached the age of 18 years and are 
ordinarily resident in one of the constituencies set out in the Second 
Schedule. The franchise will, in so far as citizenship is concerned, be 
wider than at Dail elections (where the right to vote is confined to 
residents who are citizens of Ireland) and less wide than at local 
government elections (where all residents enjoy the right to vote 
irrespective of their country of origin). There will be a register of 
European Assembly electors which will be drawn up at the same time 
and on the same basis as the register of Ddil and local government 
electors. It will, in fact, be the same register but will distinguish 
between those who have the right to vote at an Assembly election 
and those who have not It will be necessary to amend the Registra
tion of Electors and Juries Acts (Specification of Dates) Regulations, 
1963 (S.I. No. 169 of 1963) for this purpose.

Section 4 provides that every person whose name is on the register 
of European Assembly electors will be entitled to vote at an election 
to the Assembly.

The purpose of section 5 is to make it clear that electors whose 
names are on the postal voters list (i.e., members of the Defence 
Forces and the Garda Siochdna) may vote by post only and that every 
other elector may vote in person only and at the polling station 
allotted to him. The only exception to this arrangement is provided 
for in Rule 36 of the First Schedule which enables a local returning 
officer to authorise a person employed by him (e.g., as presiding 
officer or poll clerk) to vote at another polling station in the con
stituency if the person’s duties in connection with the election are 
such as to prevent him from voting at the polling station allotted to 
him.

Section 6 enables the Minister to fix the polling day, the hours of 
polling and the date and time for the commencement of the count. 
Article 9 of the Act annexed to the Council Decision provides that 
the elections shall be held on the date fixed by each Member State 
and that for all Member States this date shall fall within the period 
starting on a Thursday morning and ending on the following Sunday. 
It also provides that the counting of votes may not begin until after 
the close of polling in the Member State whose electors are last to 
vote. Article 10 provides that the Council shall determine the period 
for the first elections and that subsequent elections will be held in the 
corresponding period in every fifth year. There is provision for the 
Council to alter this period by one month either way should it prove 
impossible to hold subsequent elections during the period fixed.

Under this section the polling day will be fixed by order of the

3



Minister and the Minister’s order will also fix the hours of polling. As 
in the case of Dail elections, the section provides that a minimum 
period of twelve hours must be allowed for polling and that the same 
period must be fixed for every constituency. The section also 
empowers the Minister to appoint by order the day and time for the 
commencement of the counting of the votes.

Section 7 provides that only persons who are eligible to become 
members of Dail £ireann shall be eligible for election to the Assembly 
and that a representative in the Assembly who becomes subject to 
any of the disqualifications applicable to membership of the Dail 
shall cease to be a representative in the Assembly. Article 16.1.1° of 
the Constitution provides that every citizen without distinction of 
sex who has reached the age of 21 years and who is not placed under 
disability or incapacity by the Constitution or by law shall be eligible 
for membership of D4il Eireann. Persons disqualified or incapacitated 
are as follows:

(1) Under the Constitution :
a person holding the office of—

(a) President (Art. 12.6.1°);

(b) Comptroller and Auditor General (Art. 33.3);

(c) Judge (Art. 35.3);

(2) Under section 5/ of the Electoral Act, 1923 :
(a) a member of the Defence Forces or any police force in 

the State on full pay;

(b) a civil servant unless permitted by his terms of
employment to be a member;

(c) a person undergoing imprisonment with hard labour
for a period exceeding six months or penal servitude 
for any term imposed by a Court in the State;

(d) an imbecile and any person of unsound mind;

(e) an undischarged bankrupt under an adjudication by a
court in the State.

Section 8 extends the existing arrangement for the registration of 
political parties, which is set out in section 13 of the Electoral Act, 
1963, to provide for the registration of parties organised to contest 
Assembly elections. On being so registered, such a party will be 
entitled in accordance with Rule 4 (4) of the First Schedule to have 
the name of the party entered in relation to its candidates on ballot 
papers at Assembly elections. The section also provides that any 
party organised to contest a D&il election which is registered at the 
coming into force of this Bill will be automatically registered as a 
party organised to contest an Assembly election. Where a member 
of a registered political party is a representative in the Assembly and 
sits as a member of a political group formed under the rules of 
procedure of the Assembly, subsection (5) provides a procedure 
whereby the Register of Political Parties may be noted accordingly 
and, in that event, it will be open to candidates of the party, if they 
so wish (under Rule 4 (4) of the First Schedule) to have the name 
of the Assembly political group entered on the ballot papers in 
addition to the name of the party.

Under section 9 a person may nominate himself as a candidate at 
an Assembly election or may, with his consent, be nominated by a 
person who is registered as an Assembly elector for the constituency 
concerned. An identical provision operates in relation to DAil elec
tions. Subsection (2) forbids the nomination of a person as a candidate 
for more than one constituency.

Section 10 stipulates that a deposit of £1,000 must be lodged by or 
on behalf of each candidate before the close of nominations. In 
accordance with Rule 6 of the First Schedule the deposit will be 
refunded if the candidate receives more than one-third of the number 
of votes required for election.
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Section 11 applies to the conduct of Assembly elections the pro
visions contained in the First Schedule relating to the nomination of 
candidates, the taking of the poll, postal voting, procedure for count
ing the votes, the counting rules, declaration and notification of the 
results and electoral offences. In general these provisions are modelled 
closely on the corresponding provisions of the D£il and local govern
ment electoral law.

Section 12 and the Second Schedule prescribe the constituencies in 
relation to which the Assembly elections will be conducted. Four 
constituencies are proposed, one returning five representatives, one 
returning four and two returning three representatives each. The 
proposed constituencies are those recommended by the ad-hoc Com
mission set up to advise on the formation of the constituencies for 
Assembly elections. The Report of the Commission (Prl. 6626) was 
published and circulated to deputies and senators.

Under section 13 the Minister will appoint a chief returning officer 
for the purposes of the Assembly elections. The principal duty of the 
chief returning officer will be to receive returns from the returning 
officers for the individual constituencies and to report to the 
Assembly the names of the persons elected as representatives. Other 
duties he will be required to perform will include sending to returning 
officers a copy of the Minister’s order appointing the polling day 
(Rule 1 of the First Schedule) and the receipt, custody and eventual 
destruction of the ballot papers and other documents used at elec
tions (Rule 69 of the First Schedule). Any fee which may be payable 
to the chief returning officer and any expenses incurred by him will 
be payable out of the Central Fund.

In accordance with section 14 there will be a returning officer for 
each of the constituencies specified in the Second Schedule. In 
addition there will be a local returning officer for each county or 
county borough contained in a constituency. Local returning officers 
will be county registrars and city and county sheriffs, i.e., the persons 
who conduct Dail elections. In the case of each constituency the 
Minister will appoint one of them to be the returning officer. The 
local returning officer will be responsible for taking the poll (in
cluding postal voting) in his county or county borough and will make 
all the arrangements necessary for this purpose, eg., provision of 
polling stations, appointment of presiding officers etc. The con
stituency returning officer will be responsible for functions which 
must be discharged centrally in each constituency, e.g., the receipt of 
nominations and the counting of the votes. The fees and expenses of 
returning officers and local returning officers will be paid out of the 
Central Fund in accordance with a scale of maximum charges which 
will be drawn up from time to time by the Minister for Finance.

Section 15 relates to the filling of casual vacancies. Article 12 of 
the Act annexed to the Council Decision provides that subject to the 
other provisions of the Act each Member State shall lay down 
appropriate procedures for filling any seat which falls vacant during 
the life of an Assembly. Under the existing electoral systems in this 
country two different methods are employed for filling casual 
vacancies. Such vacancies in the D6il and among the elected members 
of the Seanad are filled by bye-election while casual vacancies in the 
membership of local authorities are filled by co-option. This section 
provides that casual vacancies in the Irish representation at the 
Assembly will be filled by the appointment by the D£il of a person 
who is qualified under this Bill for election to the Assembly. Where, 
following the preceding election, the seat falling vacant was held by 
a person who was a candidate of a registered political party, the 
apoointment will be made by the DAil on the nomination of that 
party. Such a nomination must be made within three months of the 
vacancy arising.

Section 16 provides that the ballot papers and other documents of 
a confidential nature used at an election may be inspected only under 
an order of the High Court and such an order may only be made by
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the court where it is satisfied that the inspection or production of 
the documents is required for the purpose of a prosecution or an 
election petition. Subsection (4) provides that an order of the court 
may lay down conditions relating to the inspection of election docu
ments and shall make provision to ensure that the manner in which 
any voter voted shall not be discovered.

Section 17 establishes a procedure for questioning an election to 
the Assembly by way of petition to the High Court. The provisions 
of Part V of the First Schedule will apply in relation to such petitions. 
Any person who has reached the age of 18 years may present a 
petition under the Bill which must ordinarily be accompanied by a 
lodgment of £5,000 as security for costs unless the court sees fit to 
reduce this deposit. The court will, if possible, determine the correct 
result of the election and, if it cannot do so, will declare the whole 
or part of the election void, giving its reasons. Where the court 
declares that the whole or part of an election was void, a fresh 
election must be held unless a general election of representatives to 
the Assembly is due within 6 months. The decision of the High 
Court on a petition will be final subject only to appeal to the Supreme 
Court on a question of law.

Section 18 provides that a person who has voted at an Assembly 
election shall not in any legal proceedings be required to state for 
whom he voted.

Under section 19 the Minister may make regulations prescribing 
the forms to be used at elections to the Assembly. The regulations 
may be annulled within twenty-one sitting days, by either House of the 
Oireachtas.

Section 20 contains a standard provision in relation to expenses 
incurred by the Minister in the administration of the Bill and provides 
for recoupment from the Central Fund of expenses incurred by the 
Minister for Posts and Telegraphs in relation to Assembly elections.

Section 21, in effect, applies the provisions of sections 91 and 92 
of the Electoral Act, 1963 to Assembly elections. Section 91 of that 
Act makes special provisions where two or more elections have the 
same polling day and section 92 enables the Minister, by order, to 
make adaptations or modifications in statutes, orders or regulations 
relating to elections in the event of an emergency or special difficulty.

Under section 22, sections 48 and 74 of the Defence Act, 1954 are 
amended to provide, as in the case of elections to the Oireachtas, 
that if a member of the Reserve Defence Force becomes a member of 
the Assembly, his membership of the Reserve will cease.

Section 23 sets out the short title of the Bill.

The First Schedule

The detailed procedure at and in relation to Assembly elections is 
set out in this Schedule and the provisions generally are modelled 
closely on the corresponding provisions in the existing law relating 
to Dail and local government elections. In order to facilitate con
sideration, the Schedule is broken down into six parts each dealing 
with a particular process at the elections.

PART I

Nomination of Candidates

Rule 1 provides that the chief returning officer must send a copy 
of the order appointing the day and hours of the poll and the day 
and time appointed for the commencement of the count (made under 
section 6 of the Bill) to each returning officer and to the Registrar of 
Political Parties as soon as it is made.

Rule 2 requires the returning officer, not less than 28 clear days 
(that is, 28 days exclusive of Sundays, public holidays and bank
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holidays) before the polling day, to give public notice of the election 
including relevant information in relation to the nomination of 
candidates.

Rule 3 provides that on the day before the latest date for the 
publication of the Notice of Election, the Registrar of Political Parties 
shall send to each returning officer a copy of the Register of Political 
Parties.

Rule 4 provides that each candidate must be nominated by a 
separate nomination paper in the prescribed form on which the name, 
address and occupation (if any) of the candidate must be shown. If a 
candidate is the candidate of a registered political party and produces 
to the returning officer a certificate of political affiliation, the name 
of the party will be shown in relation to the candidate on all ballot 
papers and notices. Where, under section 8 (3) of the Bill, the name 
of a political group formed under the rules of procedure of the 
Assembly has been entered in relation to a party in the Register of 
Political Parties, the returning officer may, if the candidate has 
included the name of that political group in his nomination paper, 
show the name of the Assembly group in addition to the party name 
in relation to that candidate on the ballot papers and notices. If a 
candidate is not the candidate of a registered political party he may 
be described as “ Non-Party The returning officer is required to 
provide nomination forms within the usual office hours during the 
period for receipt of nominations.

Under Rule 5 the deposit required under section 10 of the Bill in 
respect of a candidate at an election can be made by means of legal 
tender or in any other manner acceptable to the returning officer.

Rule 6 provides that a deposit will be refunded if the candidate 
withdraws his candidature, dies before the poll is closed, has not been 
validly nominated at the close of nominations, is elected or is credited 
with a number of votes exceeding one-third of the quota.

Under Rule 7, seven clear days will be allowed for the receipt of 
nominations (beginning on the day after the latest date for the publica
tion of the Notice of Election under Rule 2 of this Schedule).

Rule 8 provides that a nomination paper must be delivered in 
person by the candidate or his proposer. The returning officer must 
attend to receive nominations during specified periods on the last day 
for receiving nominations and on the preceding day.

Under Rule 9 nomination papers must be numbered by the return
ing officer in the order in which they are received by him.

Rule 10 requires the returning officer to rule on the validity of a 
nomination paper within one hour of its receipt by him. He may rule 
that it is invalid only if it is not properly made out (for example, 
if the description of the candidate is, in the opinion of the returning 
officer, incorrect, insufficient to identify the candidate or unneces
sarily long) or is not properly signed.

Rule 11 requires the returning officer, where he has ruled that a 
nomination paper is valid, to display a notice stating the name of, and 
other particulars in respect of, the person nominated.

Rule 12 provides that a candidate may withdraw from his can
didature at any time up to 12 noon on the day after the last day for 
receipt of nominations. The withdrawal must be in writing, be signed 
by the candidate and (generally) delivered by the candidate or his 
proposer.

Under Rule 13 the returning officer must immediately give public 
notice of a withdrawal of candidature.

Under Rule 14 if nominations are obstructed by violence, the 
proceedings can be adjourned and, if necessary, the Minister may 
appoint a new polling day in respect of the constituency concerned.

Rule 15 provides that a candidate may appoint an election agent 
for the constituency and a local agent for each county or county
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borough contained in the constituency. The returning officer must be 
informed of the appointment of an election agent and the local 
returning officer of the appointment of a local agent. An agent may 
be dismissed and /or replaced.

Rule 16 provides for the appointment by or on behalf of each 
candidate of a personation agent for each polling station in the 
constituency and agents to attend at the issue of postal ballot papers, 
at the opening of postal ballot boxes and at the counting of the votes. 
Any such agent may be dismissed and/or replaced in the course of 
the election. The appointment of an agent must be notified to the 
returning officer or local returning officer, as appropriate.

Rule 17 provides that the returning officer, the local returning 
officer and persons employed by them in connection with the election 
may not act as agents of candidates or be associated in furthering the 
interests of a candidate or a party.

Rule 18 provides that each candidate at an election will be entitled 
to send one election communication, free of postal charges, to each 
Assembly elector on the register for the constituency. For the pur
poses of this Rule candidates of the same political party in a con
stituency will be treated as a single candidate.

Rule 19 provides that at 12 noon on the day after the last day for 
receipt of nominations (that is, after the latest time for withdrawal of 
candidature under Rule 12 of this Schedule) the returning officer 
must either adjourn the election and take a poll under this Bill (where 
the number of candidates nominated is greater than the number of 
representatives to be elected) or (in any other case) declare the 
candidates standing nominated elected and return their names to the 
chief returning officer.

Rule 20 contains provisions relating to the death of a candidate. 
If the returning officer becomes aware of the death of a 
candidate more than 72 hours before the latest time for 
withdrawal of candidature, the candidate will be deemed to have 
withdrawn his nomination and the election will proceed. If the 
returning officer becomes aware of the death between that time and 
the close of the poll, the election will be halted and a fresh election 
will be held. The nomination of the surviving candidates will hold 
good for the new election, a period of three days will be allowed 
for additional nominations and the polling day for the new election 
will be fixed by the Minister. The death of a candidate in any other 
circumstances will not affect the election and if the deceased can
didate is elected he will be deemed to have resigned as a representa
tive immediately after his election. The resultant vacancy will be 
treated as a casual vacancy under section 15 of the Bill.

PART II 

The Poll

Rule 21 provides that where a poll is to be taken the returning 
officer must give public notice of the day and hours of polling, the 
names and descriptions of the candidates and the order in which the 
names of the candidates will appear on the ballot papers.

Under Rule 22 the ballot paper for use at Assembly elections will 
be prescribed by regulations and must be prepared in accordance 
with the directions specified in this Rule i.e., the candidates must be 
listed in the alphabetical order of their surnames, the surname of 
each candidate and the name of his party, if any, must be printed in 
large capitals, the list of candidates may be arranged in one or more 
columns (each candidate being given the same amount of space on 
the ballot paper), ballot papers and counterfoils must be numbered 
consecutively on the back, the serial numbers used being in the 
smallest characters compatible with legibility. The returning officer 
for each constituency will be responsible for printing ballot papers 
and supplying them to the local returning officers.
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Under Rule 23 every ballot paper at the time of its issue must be 
marked with an official mark to guarantee its authenticity.

Rules 24 and 25 indicate the type of ballot box to be used and 
provide for the use at Assembly elections of ballot boxes and other 
election equipment used at Diil and local government elections.

Rule 26 deals with the issue of ballot papers to postal voters. The 
local returning officer will send to each elector on the postal voters 
list a ballot paper (marked with the official mark), a form of receipt, 
a ballot paper envelope and an outer envelope for the return of the 
documents to the local returning officer. He will deliver the envelopes 
addressed to postal voters to the appropriate head postmaster and 
will obtain a receipt for them. He will seal and retain the counterfoils 
of the ballot papers issued to postal voters and a copy of the postal 
voters list marked to indicate the persons to whom ballot papers were 
sent. Each candidate must be informed in advance of the issue of 
postal ballot papers so that agents may be appointed to attend on 
his behalf.

Under Rule 27 the local returning officer must provide sealed 
postal ballot boxes for the reception of voting documents returned 
by postal voters. Each envelope containing postal voting documents 
received by the returning officer before the close of the poll must be 
placed unopened in such a box.

Rule 28 requires the local returning officer to send a polling card 
to each Assembly elector informing him of the place at which he will 
be entitled to vote. A polling card must be posted in sufficient time 
to be delivered not later than the third day before the polling day.

Rule 29 authorises the use of schools and local authority premises 
free of charge for the purpose of taking the poll or counting the votes 
at an election.

Rule 30 requires the local returning officer to provide polling 
stations at every polling place (within the meaning of Rule 119 of 
this Schedule). He must give public notice of the location of each 
station and of the electors entitled to vote at it. He must arrange 
for the lighting, heating and cleaning of the polling station and pro
vide furniture and all the items necessary for taking the poll (e.g. 
ballot papers, ballot boxes, voting compartments, instruments for 
placing the official mark on ballot papers and registers of electors), 
vm : f?s evun-jt ol • •v'.c <**i ?.i ivr.’s, .-»:i i srq rT V. .: ’

Rule 31 requires the local returning officer to appoint a presiding 
officer to preside at each polling station and enables him to appoint 
a polling clerk or clerks to assist the presiding officer. A candidate 
or his agent is entitled to inspect the list of persons appointed or 
proposed to be appointed as presiding officers or poll clerks. The 
presiding officer is charged with maintaining order in his polling 
station and excluding any unauthorised persons. He may act through 
the poll clerk in everything except ordering the arrest, exclusion or 
ejection of any person from the station. The local returning officer 
may himself act as presiding officer and may revoke the appointment 
of any presiding officer or poll clerk.

-noo t JIMIvKl'lMl f/frt -tr

Rules 32 and 33 deal with the taking of the poll on islands. If the 
local returning officer considers it necessary because of weather or 
transport difficulties he may take the poll on an island on a day 
other than the polling day but within the period to be fixed by the 
Council of Ministers under Article 10 of the Act annexed to the 
Council Decision. The period of polling may, if necessary, be restricted 
to four hours.

Under Rule 34 the presiding officer before the commencement of 
polling will show the ballot box open and empty to the personation 
agents present (if any) and will then lock and seal the box and place 
it in position for the receipt of ballot papers.
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Rule 35 indicates the persons who may be admitted to a polling 
station.

Rule 36 provides that if the duties of a person employed by a local 
returning officer at an election are such as to prevent him voting at 
the polling station allotted to him, the local returning officer may 
authorise him to vote at any other polling station in the constituency.

Rule 37 sets out the procedure for voting. The elector must state 
his name and address when applying for a ballot paper. His name 
and number on the register of electors are then called out, a 
ballot paper is marked with the official mark and given to the 
elector and a mark is placed on the register to denote that he has 
been given a ballot paper but without indicating the number of the 
paper. The elector goes alone to a voting compartment, marks his 
ballot paper in secret, folds it to conceal his vote, shows the back 
of the folded ballot paper to the presiding officer to satisfy him that it 
is an authentic ballot paper bearing the official mark and places the 
ballot paper in the ballot box.

Rule 38 provides that if an elector at a polling station inadvertently 
spoils his ballot paper, he may be given a replacement one.

Rule 39 makes provision for electors who cannot vote without 
assistance because of blindness or other physical incapacity or 
illiteracy. Such electors may be assisted by the presiding officer or, 
in the case of blind or incapacitated electors, by a companion who 
must be at least 16 years of age, must not be a candidate or the 
agent of a candidate and may not mark, as a companion, more than 
two ballot papers at the election.

Under Rule 40 where an elector claims that he has been personated 
and duly answers any of the statutory questions put to him and takes 
the prescribed oath or affirmation, he will be permitted to vote. A 
record will be kept by the presiding officer of the persons to whom 
ballot papers are issued under this Rule.

Rule 41 provides for the arrest of persons suspected by a presiding 
officer, personation agent or Garda of committing the offence of 
personation.

•{/1G j*,C ' Af' • Vj r i r r -l ‘ f, rrit^i |j| * *1 * *f

Rule 42 provides for the maintenance of order in polling stations 
and in particular gives the presiding officer power to direct the 
removal from the polling station of any person who misconducts 
himself. The presiding officer is also empowered to remove all party 
literature from the polling station.

Rule 43 provides that where the poll at any polling station is 
obstructed by violence the presiding officer will adjourn the poll 
until the following day when a full day’s polling will be allowed. 
The counting of the votes in the constituency will not commence 
until the adjourned poll has been completed.

K) /louuisxd sriifilviov*? ni ritv!'> (ioc orl)
Under Rule 44 where for any reason, including damage to a polling 

station, the poll at any polling station cannot be held or continued, 
the local returning officer may take a fresh poll (or continue the poll) 
within the next seven days. The counting of the votes in the con
stituency may not commence until the fresh (or continued) poll has 
been completed.

Rule 45 provides that where ballot boxes or ballot papers used at an 
election are destroyed, stolen or tampered with, a fresh poll will be 
taken in the polling stations affected on a day to be appointed by the 
Minister. The counting of the votes may not begin until after the 
completion of the fresh poll.

Rule 46 requires the presiding officer to close the poll at the time 
appointed and admit no further electors, subject to the right of those 
on the premises to vote. He must then seal the ballot box so that no 
further ballot papers can be inserted, seal up the unused ballot
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papers, counterfoils and other documents entrusted to him and 
deliver the ballot boxes and all such documents to the local returning 
officer who will forthwith deliver the ballot boxes and ballot paper 
accounts to the returning officer for the constituency.

Rule 47 provides that a person’s name shall be taken to be on a 
register of European Assembly electors if the register includes a name 
which, in the opinion of the local returning officer or presiding officer, 
was intended to be the person’s name. The Rule also sets out the 
questions and oath (or affirmation) which an elector may be required 
to answer or take in order to establish his right to vote.

PART III

The Counting of the Votes

Chapter l (Rules 48, 49, 50 and 51) lays down the procedure for 
dealing with ballot papers received from postal voters. Before the 
time fixed for the commencement of the count under section 6 of the 
Bill, the local returning officer, in the presence of agents duly 
appointed on behalf of the candidates for this purpose, must open 
the postal ballot boxes. Any ballot paper not accompanied by a duly 
signed receipt is rejected. Ballot papers which are accompanied by 
duly signed receipts are placed in a sealed ballot box and delivered 
to the returning officer for the constituency who will treat them in the 
same manner as ballot papers placed in a ballot box at a polling 
station.

CHAPTER II

Arrangements for the Counting of the Votes

Rule 52 provides that the returning officer shall appoint a suit
able counting place within or convenient to the constituency and 
provide the necessary accommodation and equipment for the count
ing of the votes and make adequate arrangements for the safe 
custody of the ballot papers and other documents relating to the 
election.

Rule 53 provides that not less than 4 days before the polling day 
the returning officer will inform the candidates of the time and place 
at which he will commence the count and of the number of agents 
each may appoint. He must give the duly appointed agents reason
able facilities for overseeing the proceedings.

Rule 54 provides that on the day and at the time appointed by 
the Minister under section 6 of the Bill, the returning officer shall 
open the ballot boxes, extract the ballot papers and count and com
pare the number found in each box with the number specified in the 
appropriate ballot paper account furnished by each presiding officer. 
The returning officer will then mix together all of the ballot papers 
for the constituency and proceed to count the votes.

Rule 55 provides that the returning officer shall, as far as practic
able. proceed continuously with the counting of the votes, allowing 
only time for refreshment and (unless the returning officer and 
candidates agree otherwise) excluding the hours between 11 p.m. and 
9 a.m.

Under Rule 56 the returning officer must ascertain and record the 
number of first preference votes cast for each of the candidates, 
rejecting any ballot papers that are invalid. The ballot papers must 
be kept face upwards to ensure that the numbers on the backs of 
the papers are not seen.

Rule 57 provides that ballot papers may not be handled by 
candidates or their agents.

11



CHAPTER III q

Rules for the Counting of the Votes

The rules for the counting of the votes under the single transfer- 
able vote system are set out in Rules 58 to 67. Briefly, a quota is 
calculated by dividing the total number of valid votes by a number 
which is one greater than the number of representatives to be elected 
for the constituency and adding one to the result, any fraction being 
disregarded. If the number of votes cast for any candidate equals or 
exceeds the quota, he is deemed to be elected. If a candidate has a 
surplus (i.e., votes in excess of the quota) the surplus is transferred 
in accordance with the next available preference shown on the ballot 
papers. Where vacancies remain unfilled and there is no surplus to be 
transferred the lowest candidate is excluded and his ballot papers 
transferred in accordance with the next available preference shown 
on them. Candidates may be deemed to be elected without reaching 
the quota if the number of continuing candidates is equal to the 
number of unfilled vacancies or if only one vacancy remains unfilled 
and one candidate has more votes than all the other continuing 
candidates combined. A candidate may at the end of any count 
request the returning officer to re-examine and recount any or all of 
the ballot papers dealt with at that count. He also has the right to 
make one request for a complete re-examination and recount of all 
the parcels of ballot papers. The returning officer has discretion to 
recount any ballot papers once or more often where he is not satisfied 
as to the accuracy of a count. On the completion of the counting of 
the votes, the returning officer must declare the result of the poll.

CHAPTER IV 

Result of Election etc.

Rule 68 provides that the returning officer for each constituency 
shall notify the chief returning officer of the representatives elected 
and shall give public notice of the names and descriptions of such 
representatives including, in the case of a contested election, details 
of the voting.

Rule 69 requires the returning officer and each local returning 
officer to send the ballot papers, counterfoils and other documents 
connected with the election to the chief returning officer who is 
required to retain them for one year from the date of the poll and 
then, unless otherwise directed by the High Court, cause them to be 
destroyed.

Rule 70 requires the chief returning officer to notify the Assembly 
of the representatives elected in the State.

PART IV

Electoral Offences

Part IV of the Bill deals with electoral offences. Article 8 of the 
Act annexed to the Council Decision provides that no one may vote 
more than once in any election of representatives to the Assembly. 
Rule 71 provides that it will be an offence to vote in the State and in 
any other Member State. The other offences provided for are— 
personation (Rule 72); bribery (Rule 73); undue influence (Rule 74); 
breach of secrecy (Rule 75); offences relating to ballot boxes, ballot 
papers, nomination papers, certificates of political affiliation, official 
marks etc. (Rule 76); disorderly conduct at election meeting (Rule 
77); omission of name and address of printer and publisher from 
Assembly election documents (Rule 78); nominating or withdrawing 
a candidate without consent (Rule 79); forged certificate of political 
affiliation (Rule 80); false declaration on nomination paper (Rule 81); 
officer acting as agent of candidate or furthering a candidature
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(Rule 82); obstruction of nomination or poll (Rule 83); personation 
agent leaving polling station without permission (Rule 84); unlawful 
marking of ballot papers by persons acting as companions (Rule 85); 
false statement of withdrawal or death of a candidate (Rule 86); 
misleading statement as to process of voting (Rule 87); handling of 
ballot papers by candidates or agents (Rule 88); unauthorised inspec
tion of documents (Rule 89); corrupt withdrawal of petition (Rule 95).

' Rule 90 provides that proceedings for an offence may be instituted 
within 12 months of the date of the offence or, where an election 
petition is presented under Part V of the Schedule, within 12 months 
of the date of the offence or 3 months of the court decision whichever 
period last expires but the proceedings must in every case be com
menced within 2 years of the date of the offence.

Rule 91 sets out the penalties in respect of offences specified in 
the Bill.

Rule 92 provides that a person may recover damages not exceeding 
£200 from a personation agent where he is arrested on a charge of 
personation or of double voting at the instigation of such agent and 
the court finds that the charge was made without reasonable cause.

Rule 93 provides that a person aggrieved by the failure of an 
election official to perform any function conferred on him by law 
may recover damages not exceeding £200 from him.

Rule 94 provides that the certificate of the returning officer of 
the due holding of an election or that a particular person was a 
candidate at the election shall be accepted as prima facie evidence 
by the courts without the necessity to prove the signature or the fact
that the person was such returning officer.
......

3fOM *rfj : 
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Assembly Election Petitions
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Rule 96 provides that the Director of Public Prosecutions may 
question an Assembly election if he considers that the election was 
affected by electoral offences.

Rule 9V provides that the security required under section 17 (2) of 
the Bill in connection with a petition may be given by a deposit of 
money or by recognisances. Such security is not required where the 
petition is presented by the Director of Public Prosecutions.

Under Rule 98 a petition is presented by being lodged in the 
Central Office of the High Court within 28 days of the declaration 
of the result of the election under Rule 66 of this Schedule. Where a 
petition alleges that a corrupt payment was made after the declara
tion of the result of the election, it may be presented within 28 days 
after the alleged making of the payment. Copies of the petition must 
be given to interested parties.
rr e• - \t r /(• 4 f c ? » • w ,

Under Rule 99 the following grounds, in particular, may be speci
fied in a petition, namely, the election was affected by error or non- 
compliance with the law, by electoral offences or by the fact that a 
candidate was not eligible for election to the Assembly. The High 
Court may not declare an election invalid on the grounds of mistake 
or non-compliance with the provisions of the Bill if the election was 
conducted in accordance with the principles laid down in the Bill as a 
whole and the result of the election was not affected by the mistake 
or non-compliance.

Under Rule 100 a petition must indicate the election to which it 
relates, the grounds on which it is based, the remedy it seeks and the 
name and address of the petitioner and his solicitor or agent, if any.
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Under Rule 101 the High Court must deal with a petition 
expeditiously and the trial of a petition will continue despite the 
death or resignation of any person to whose election the petition 
relates. The Director of Public Prosecutions may be represented at 
and take part in the trial. If requested by the court, the returning 
officer and any local returning officer concerned must attend and 
give such assistance as may be requested of them.

Rule 102 provides that the court may order that any or all of the 
votes cast at an election be counted afresh, disregarding any invalid, 
forged or counterfeited ballot papers and any preferences recorded 
for candidates who were not eligible for election. The fresh count 
will be conducted in accordance with the ordinary Rules subject to 
such modification as the court may consider necessary and the 
court will have power to reverse any decision of the returning 
officer at the original count. The cost of the fresh count will be 
borne by the Central Fund.

Under Rule 103 a petition may only be withdrawn by leave of 
the court and if there is more than one petitioner, each of them 
must consent to the withdrawal. An affidavit (made by each 
of the petitioners) must be submitted indicating the reasons for the 
withdrawal and stating that no corrupt agreement has been entered 
into in relation to the withdrawal. Notice of intention to apply for 
leave to withdraw must be published in two daily newspapers circu
lating in the area. Copies of the affidavit and notice must be given to 
the Director of Public Prosecutions who may oppose the application.

Rules 104 and 105 deal with the substitution of a new petitioner. 
On withdrawal of a petition, any person may, with the leave of the 
court, be substituted for the original petitioner. If the court con
siders that the withdrawal was corrupt, it may direct that the 
security for costs given by the original petitioner remain as security 
for the substituted petitioner. Otherwise the substituted petitioner 
must give similar security and in either case will be in the same 
position generally and subject to the same liabilities as the original 
petitioner.

Under Rule 106 a petition will be abated by the death of the 
petitioner but, in this event, any other person may, within 14 days, 
apply to the court to be substituted as a petitioner.

Under Rule 107 the court will have power to make any necessary 
changes in the return of persons elected made to the chief returning 
officer arising out of its decision on the petition. A copy of the 
court’s order will be given to every person to whose election the 
petition relates, to the Minister, the returning officer for the 
constituency, the chief returning officer and the Director of Public 
Prosecutions.

Rule 108 provides that if the court finds that any person was not 
duly elected as a representative to the Assembly he will cease forth
with to be a representative and if another person is found to have 
been elected in his place that person shall forthwith stand elected as 
a representative. Where, however, the court finds that the whole or 
part of an election was void, any person elected at the void election 
or void part of the election will cease to be a representative and a 
fresh election will be held under section 17 (7) of the Bill.

Under Rule 109 where a petition relating to a representative is 
proceeding or pending and the representative concerned dies or 
resigns or otherwise ceases to be a representative in the Assembly, 
the vacancy may not be filled (except by a general election of repre
sentatives to the Assembly) until the petition has been determined 
by the court.

Rule 110 empowers the court to direct the attendance of witnesses 
The cost of bringing witnesses before the court will be treated as 
part of the costs of the petition. A witness may not be excused
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from answering any question on the ground that the answer might 
tend to incriminate him or on grounds of privilege but, if the court 
is satisfied that he has answered any questions put to him truly, 
it may give him a certificate to this effect and the answers will not 
be admissible in evidence against him in any legal proceedings.

Rule 111 provides that costs in relation to a petition (other than 
the cost of counting votes afresh under Rule 102 of this Schedule) 
will be in the discretion of the court. The court may order any or 
all of the costs to be paid by persons who have committed electoral 
offences in relation to the election.

Rule 112 provides that costs incurred by, awarded to or awarded 
against a returning officer or local returning officer will be paid out 
of the Central Fund unless the court finds that the returning officer 
or local returning officer was grossly negligent and directs that costs 
awarded against such officer be paid by the officer personally.

Under Rule 113 the court may state a case for the opinion of the 
Supreme Court on its own motion or on the application of any party 
to the petition on any question of law arising at the trial of a petition 
and may not determine the petition until the Supreme Court has given 
its decision.

' ‘17/ 1 r. ' V 't . rjj # f

PART VI 

General

Rule 114 puts an obligation on persons present at the issue of 
ballot papers to postal voters or the opening of postal ballot boxes, or 
the counting of the votes and persons admitted to a polling station 
to maintain the secrecy of the ballot. Persons who contravene this 
provision will be guilty of an offence under Rule 75 of this Schedule.

Rule 115 enables the Minister to appoint a person to act as return
ing officer or local returning officer where such an officer is prevented 
by illness or other reasonable cause from discharging his duties or 
where there is a vacancy in the office.

Rule 116 provides for the taxation of the accounts of a returning 
officer or local returning officer by a judge of the Circuit Court

Rule 117 provides that a public notice may be given by any means 
which the returning officer or local returning officer considers 
appropriate.

• _ t. 4 *. . *» »

Under Rule 118 the Minister may issue instructions to returning 
officers and local returning officers to ensure the efficient holding of an 
election (other than instructions which would be contrary to the Bill 
or which would infringe the secrecy of the ballot) and returning 
officers and local returning officers will be obliged to comply with 
such instructions.

Rule 119 applies in relation to Assembly elections the polling 
districts and places for the time being in operation in relation to D&il 
elections.

Rule 120 sets out the definitions in relation to the First Schedule.

The Second Schedule

The Second Schedule sets out the name and area of each of the 
constituencies proposed in the Bill (see section 12) together with the 
number of representatives to be elected in respect of each con
stituency.
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APPENDIX

COUNCIL

DECISION

(76/787/ECSC, EEC, Euratom)

THE COUNCIL,

composed of the representatives of the Member States and acting 
unanimously,

Having regard to Article 21 (3) of the Treaty establishing the Euro
pean Coal and Steel Community,

Having regard to Article 138 (3) of the Treaty establishing the Euro
pean Economic Community,

Having regard to Article 108 (3) of the Treaty establishing the 
European Atomic Energy Community,

Having regard to the proposal from the Assembly,

Intending to give effect to the conclusions of the European Council in 
Rome on 1 and 2 December 1975, that the election of the Assembly 
should be held on a single date within the period May/June 1978,

Has laid down the provisions annexed to this Decision which it 
recommends to the Member States for adoption in accordance with 
their respective constitutional requirements.

This Decision and the provisions annexed hereto shall be published 
in the Official Journal of the European Communities.

The Member States shall notify the Secretary-General of the Council 
of the European Communities without delay of the completion of the 
procedures necessary in accordance with their respective constitutional 
requirements for the adoption of the provisions annexed to this 
Decision.

This Decision shall enter into force on the day of its publication in 
the Official Journal of the European Communities.

Done at Brussels on the twentieth day of September in the year one 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-six.

Signatures

ACT

concerning the election of the representatives of the Assembly by 
direct universal suffrage

Article 1
The representatives in the Assembly of the peoples of the States

brought together in the Community shall be elected by direct universal 
suffrage.

The number of representatives elected in each Member State shall 
be as follows:

Article 2

Belgium
Denmark
Germany
France
Ireland

24
16
81
81
15

Italy
Luxembourg
Netherlands 
United Kingdom
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Article 3

1. Representatives shall be elected for a term of five years.

2. This five-year period shall begin at the opening of the first 
session following each election.

It may be extended or curtailed pursuant to the second subpara
graph of Article 10 (2).

3. The term of office of each representative shall begin and end 
at the same time as the period referred to in paragraph 2.

Article 4

1. Representatives shall vote on an individual and personal basis. 
They shall not be bound by any instructions and shall not receive 
a binding mandate.

2. Representatives shall enjoy the privileges and immunities appli
cable to members of the Assembly by virtue of the Protocol on the 
privileges and immunities of the European Communities annexed 
to the Treaty establishing a single Council and a single Commission 
of the European Communities.

Article 5

The office of representative in the Assembly shall be compatible 
with membership of the Parliament of a Member State.

Article 6

1. The office of representative in the Assembly shall be incom
patible with that of:

—member of the Government of a Member State,

—member of the Commission of the European Communities,

—Judge, Advocate-General or Registrar of the Court of Justice of 
the European Communities,

—member of the Court of Auditors of the European Communities,

—member of the Consultative Committee of the European Coal 
and Steel Community or member of the Economic and Social 
Committee of the European Economic Community and of the 
European Atomic Energy Community,

—member of committees or other bodies set up pursuant to the 
Treaties establishing the European Coal and Steel Community, 
the European Economic Community and the European Atomic 
Energy Community for the purpose of managing the Com
munities’ funds or carrying out a permanent direct administra
tive task,

—member of the Board of Directors, Management Committee or 
staff of the European Investment Bank,

—active official or servant of the institutions of the European 
Communities or of the specialized bodies attached to them.

2. In addition, each Member State may, in the circumstances 
provided for in Article 7 (2), lay down rules at national level 
relating to incompatibility.

3. Representatives in the Assembly to whom paragraphs 1 and 
2 become applicable in the course of the five-year period referred 
to in Article 3 shall be replaced in accordance with Article 12.
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Article 7
1. Pursuant to Article 21 (3) of the Treaty establishing the Euro

pean Coal and Steel Community, Article 138 (3) of the Treaty 
establishing the European Economic Community and 108 (3) of the 
Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community, the 
Assembly shall draw up a proposal for a uniform electoral 
procedure.

2. Pending the entry into force of a uniform electoral procedure 
and subject to the other provisions of this Act, the electoral pro
cedure shall be governed in each Member State by its national 
provisions.

Article 8
No one may vote more than once in any election of representatives 

to the Assembly.

Article 9
1. Elections to the Assembly shall be held on the date fixed 

by each Member State; for all Member States this date shall fall 
within the same period starting on a Thursday morning and ending 
on the following Sunday.

2. The counting of votes may not begin until after the close of 
polling in the Member State whose electors are the last to vote 
within the period referred to in paragraph 1.

3. If a Member State adopts a double ballot system for elections 
to the Assembly, the first ballot must take place during the period 
referred to in paragraph 1.

Article 10
1. The Council, acting unanimously after consulting the Assembly, 

shall determine the period referred to in Article 9 (1) for the first 
elections.

2. Subsequent elections shall take place in the corresponding 
period in the last year of the five-year period referred to in Article 3.

Should it prove impossible to hold the elections in the Community 
during that period, the Council acting unanimously shall, after con
sulting the Assembly, determine another period which shall be not 
more than one month before or one month after the period fixed 
pursuant to the preceding subparagraph.

3. Without prejudice to Article 22 of the Treaty establishing the 
European Coal and Steel Community, Article 139 of the Treaty 
establishing the European Economic Community and Article 109 of 
the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community, 
the Assembly shall meet, without requiring to be convened, on the 
first Tuesday after expiry of an interval of one month from the end 
of the period referred to in Article 9 (1).

4. The powers of the outgoing Assembly shall cease upon the 
opening of the first sitting of the new Assembly.

Article 11
Pending the entry into force of the uniform electoral procedure 

referred to in Article 7 (1), the Assembly shall verify the credentials 
of representatives. For this purpose it shall take note of the results 
declared officially by the Member States and shall rule on any dis
putes which may arise out of the provisions of this Act other than 
those arising out of the national provisions to which the Act refers.

Article 12
1. Pending the entry into force of the uniform electoral procedure 

referred to in Article 7 (1) and subject to the other provisions of this 
Act, each Member State shall lay down appropriate procedures for 
filling any seat which falls vacant during the five-year term of office 
referred to in Article 3 for the remainder of that period
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2. Where a seat falls vacant pursuant to national provisions in 
force in a Member State, the latter shall inform the Assembly, which 
shall take note of that fact.

In all other cases, the Assembly shall establish that there is a 
vacancy and inform the Member State thereof.

Article 13
Should it appear necessary to adopt measures to implement this 

Act, the Council, acting unanimously on a proposal from the 
Assembly after consulting the Commission, shall adopt such measures 
after endeavouring to reach agreement with the Assembly in a con
ciliation committee consisting of the Council and representatives of 
the Assembly.

Article 14
Article 21 (1) and (2) of the Treaty establishing the European 

Coal and Steel Community, Article 138 (1) and (2) of the Treaty 
establishing the European Economic Community and Article 108 (1) 
and (2) of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy 
Community shall lapse on the date of the sitting held in accordance 
with Article 10 (3) by the first Assembly elected pursuant to this Act.

Article 15
This Act is drawn up in the Danish, Dutch, English, French, 

German, Irish and Italian languages, all the texts being equally 
authentic.

Annexes I to III shall form an integral part of this Act.
A declaration by the Government of the Federal Republic of 

Germany is attached hereto.

Article 16
The provisions of this Act shall enter into force on the first day 

of the month following that during which the last of the notifications 
referred to in the Decision is received.

Done at Brussels on the twentieth day of September in the year 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six.

Signatures

ANNEX I

The Danish authorities may decide on the dates on which the 
election of members to the Assembly shall take place in Greenland.

ANNEX II

The United Kingdom will apply the provisions of this Act only in 
respect of the United Kingdom.

ANNEX III

Declaration on Article 13

As regards the procedure to be followed by the Conciliation Com
mittee, it is agreed to have recourse to the provisions of paragraphs 
5, 6 and 7 of the procedure laid down in the joint declaration of the 
European Parliament, the Council and the Commission of 4 March 
1975.
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The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany declares 
that the Act concerning the election of the members of the Euro
pean Parliament by direct universal suffrage shall equally apply to 
Land Berlin.

In consideration of the rights and responsibilities of France, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 
United States of America, the Berlin House of Deputies will elect 
representatives to those seats within the quota of the Federal Re
public of Germany that fall to Land Berlin.

Declaration by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany

An Roinn Comhshaoil, 
Deireadh Fomhair, 1977.
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