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Purpose of the Bill
1. The main purpose of the Bill is to set up a statutory board 

which will be known as Bord Gdis £ireann (Irish Gas Board) and 
which will be responsible for supply and distribution of natural 
gas.

PART I

Preliminary and General
2. This part comprises the short title, interpretation, regulations, 

service of notices and expenses sections.

3. Section 3 of the Bill provides that the Minister for Transport 
and Power may, by order, appoint a day to be the establishment 
day i.e. the date on which the Board will be established.

PART n
Bord Gais Eireann

4. Section 7 of the Bill provides for the establishment of the 
Board. The First Schedule to the Bill deals with the constitution 
and membership of the Board. It is proposed that the Board shall 
consist of a Chairman and not more than six other members to be 
appointed by the Minister for Transport and Power with the con
sent of the Minister for Finance.

5. Section 8 of the Bill sets out the functions of the Board. Under 
subsection (/) the Board will be obliged to develop and maintain 
an economical and efficient system of supply of natural gas. Sub
sections (5) (a) to id) empower the Board to transmit, distribute and ' 
sell natural gas; to purchase or acquire natural gas from any 
source; to liquify, process or treat natural gas and to fix and re
cover charges. Subsection (3) if) permits the Board to provide and 
operate pipelines, terminals, vehicles and other things ancillary to 
the maintenance of a gas supply. Subsection (4) empowers the 
Board to purchase gas other than natural gas for the purpose of 
supplying it in substitution for natural gas. Subsection (7) provides 
that the Board may not construct a pipeline save with the consent of 
the Minister for Transport and Power. It also provides that the 
Board shall not export gas save with the consent of the Minister 
given after consultation with the Minister for Industry and Com
merce.

6. Subsection (5) empowers the Minister for Transport and Power, 
in giving his consent to the construction of a pipeline, to attach 
such conditions as he thinks fit, including conditions as to codes and 
standards of safety and efficiency in construction, etc. Under sub
section (9) the Board, in constructing a pipeline, will be obliged to 
take all reasonable measures to protect the environment, to avoid 
injuring the amenities of the area and to have regard to representa
tions made to it as regards the pipeline route, by any local author
ity, harbour authority, railway, electricity or other gas undertakers.
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7. Section 9 provides that the Minister for Transport and Power 
may, with the consent of the Minister for Finance and of the 
Minister for the Public Service, and after consultation with any 
other Minister concerned, by order, confer on the Board additional 
functions related to the provision of a supply of gas.

8. Section 10 provides that it shall be the duty of the Board to 
cover its outgoings and to earn a reasonable return on capital.

9. Section 11 provides that the Minister for Transport and Power 
may, with the consent of the Minister for Finance, give the Board 
directives as to profits, financial objectives and pricing policy.

10. Section 14 provides that the Board shall submit an annual 
report to the Minister for Transport and Power and also submit 
particulars of its future plans to him.

11. Under section 15 the Board is required to keep all proper and 
usual accounts. A copy of the audited accounts and of the auditor’s 
report is required to be laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas.

12. Section 16 provides for the appointment of the officers and 
servants of the Board and for the terms and conditions of their 
employment. Section IS provides for superannuation of officers and 
servants of the Board.

13. Section 21 provides for control by the Minister for Trans
port and Power and the Minister for Finance of capital commit
ments of the Board.

14. Sections 22, 23, 24 and 25 are similar to the borrowing pro
visions applicable to other State sponsored bodies. Section 22 pro
vides that the Minister for Finance may, on the recommendation 
of the Minister for Transport and Power, from time to time make 
Exchequer advances to the Board. Section 23 provides for long 
term borrowing by the Board for capital purposes. Section 24 pro
vides for temporary borrowing by the Board for day to day expenses. 
Section 25 provides for the guarantee by the Minister for Finance 
of long term borrowings other than those borrowed from the Mini
ster for Finance. The limit proposed for long term capital borrowings 
(including Exchequer advances) is £25 million.

15. Section 26 provides that an authorised officer of the Board, 
having given reasonable advance notice to a landowner of his in
tention to enter, may enter on lands for the purpose of inspecting, 
surveying etc. in connection with the acquisition of land or a right 
over land by the Board and provides for payment of compensation 
in connection with any damage done in connection with such entry. 
The section also provides that a District Justice may, on the appli
cation of a landowner, prohibit the entry or specify conditions to 
be observed on entry by an authorised person.

16. Section 27 provides that the Board, for the purpose of con
structing, maintaining, or repairing a pipeline, may alter or demolish 
any building, fence, wall, etc. or interfere with any road, railway, 
river etc. and erect markers provided that any such power may not 
be exercised by the Board without the consent of responsible Mini
sters, the local authorities, or any other bodies concerned. Com
pensation would be payable for any damage etc. caused in the 
exercise of any of the foregoing powers.

17. Section 28 provides that land held by the Board shall not be 
compulsorily acquired without the previous consent of the Minister 
for Transport and Power and that rights on, over or in respect of 
any such land shall not be acquired, terminated or interfered with 
compulsorily without the consent of the Board.

18. Section 30 empowers the Board to make bye-laws for the 
protection and safety of the Board’s system for the transmission of 
gas, etc.

2



PART III

Deviations, Acquisition Orders and Compensation

19. Section 31 provides for deviation by the Board in the laying 
of a pipeline where the limits of deviation have been confirmed by 
the Minister for Transport and Power in connection with the mak
ing of a compulsory acquisition order.

20. Section 32 provides that the Board may apply to the Minister 
for Transport and Power for a compulsory acquisition order to 
acquire land or rights over land. The compulsory acquisition pro
visions as set out in the Second Schedule to the Bill are similar to 
the general provisions for the compulsory acquisition of land by 
other State sponsored bodies. These provide for the deposit at a 
place designated by the Minister, of plans, book of reference and 
specifications which will show clearly the land or rights over land 
to be acquired and for publication of notice of the application for 
the order. The Minister may, at the request of an objector or with
out any such request, direct that an oral hearing be conducted into 
the application for a compulsory acquisition order.

21. Section 33 provides for the payment of compensation by the 
Board to the owners of land or rights over land compulsorily 
acquired and for any damage caused by the Board in exercising its 
functions. In default of agreement the amount of compensation is 
to be determined by arbitration.

PART TV

Bord Gais tireann Teoranta
22. Section 34 empowers the existing interim Company (Bord 

G£is fiireann Teo.) to enter on land for the purpose of inspecting, 
surveying, etc., pending the making of an order under Section 3 
of the Bill to establish the new Board.

23. Section 35 deals with the dissolution of the existing Company 
—Bord G£is fiireann Teoranta—and for the transfer of all the 
Company’s property, assets, liabilities, etc. to the new Board.

PART V

Miscellaneous

24. Section 36 provides that the Minister for Industry and 
Commerce shall consult with the Minister for Transport and Power 
before giving his approval for plans for the development and 
exploitation of a deposit of natural gas.

25. Section 37 provides that all natural gas landed in the State 
for consumption in the State shall be offered for sale on reasonable 
terms to the Board except where the Minister for Industry and 
Commerce, in approving a plan for the development or exploitation of 
a deposit of natural gas, requires it to be offered for sale for a 
specified industrial project. Any dispute as to the reasonableness of 
the terms on which it is offered for sale to the Board is to be 
determined by arbitration.

26. Section 38 provides that the Minister for Transport and Power 
may, with the consent of the Minister for Local Government, make 
regulations for the protection of the public and property.

27. Section 40 provides that notice must be given to the Minister 
for Transport and Power before the construction or operation of a 
pipeline by any person other than the Board. The Minister shall 
require such pipeline to be constructed in accordance with conditions 
of the kind which would be applicable to the construction and opera
tion of pipelines by the Board.
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PART VI

A mendments

28. Section 42 provides that the provisions of Section 89 of the 
Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 1963 shall not 
apply to the construction or maintenance of a pipeline by the Board 
or by any other person where notice is required to be given to the 
Minister under Section 40 of the Act. Section 89 of the 1963 Act is 
the section under which planning authorities may grant licences to 
erect, construct, place and maintain, inter alia, a pipeline on, over 
or along a public road. Since it is intended to exempt the laying of 
underground natural gas pipelines from planning control subject to 
specific conditions laid down by the Minister for Transport and 
Power and since it is proposed to provide for adequate advance con
sultation with any local authority concerned, it is reasonable to pro
vide for non-application of Section 89 in the case of an underground 
pipeline being constructed by the Board.

ir iQJ-'eido n« la ,vMiinkjfliV airiT /tebiq-cwdt
29. This Part also provides for the consequential amendment of 

certain legislative provisions.

Roinn lompair agus Cumhachta,
Meitheamh, 1976.
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