
AN BILLE EALAION, 1973 
ARTS BILL, 1973

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. An Comhairle Ealaion (“the Council”) was established under 
the Arts Act, 1951, to promote the appreciation and improve the 
standards of the arts which are defined as “ paintings, sculpture, 
architecture, music, the drama, literature, design in industry and the 
fine arts and applied arts generally The Council advise the Govern
ment and Ministers on matters on which knowledge and experience 
of the arts have a bearing and on which their advice is requested.

2. The Council comprise—

(1) a Director, appointed by the President on the advice of the 
Government,

(2) six ordinary members, appointed by the Government, and

(3) up to five members, co-opted by the Director and ordinary 
members.

In addition to acting as Chairman at meetings, the Director holds a 
part-time office under the Council on conditions determined by the 
Government. The term of office of the ordinary members is five years. 
The term of office of the co-opted members is co-terminous with 
that of the ordinary members.

3. The Council are supported by means of a grant-in-aid amount
ing in 1973/74 to £100,000. They may also accept gifts.

4. Under the Bill, it is proposed that the Council should consist of 
a Chairman (who would be part-time) and up to 16 members 
appointed by the Taoiseach. In the selection of a person for appoint
ment regard would be had to—

(1) his attainments or interest in or knowledge of the arts or 
competence otherwise to assist the Council, and

(2) securing a balanced representation as between branches of
the arts (sections 2, 3 and 12).

The Chairman would be paid such remuneration and allowances, 
and members would be paid such allowances for expenses, as the 
Taoiseach, after consultation with the Minister for Finance, may 
determine. The term of office of the Chairman will be determined by 
the Taoiseach. The term of office of the members would normally be 
five years (sections 3 and 12).

5. The Council would have power to appoint a Director, who 
would be a full time chief executive officer, responsible to them. This 
appointment would be subject to the approval of the Taoiseach. They 
may also, subject to the approval of the Taoiseach, appoint other 
officers and servants (section 5 and paragraph 8 of the Schedule to 
the 1951 Act).

6. Under the Bill a person may not be appointed to the Council 
while he is a member of either House of the Oireachtas. Any officer 
or servant appointed by the Council who is elected to either House 
of the Oireachtas will be seconded from the Council (sections 6 and 9).

7. The Bill also contains a provision enabling a local authority to 
assist the Council or any exhibition or other event whose effect would 
be to further the aims of the Council (section 11).

Roinn an Taoisigh,
Deireadh Fomhair, 1973.
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