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ACT TC AMEND AND EXTEND THE PRISONS ACTS, 1826 TO 1970.

BE IT ENACTED 3Y THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS

1. - In this Act "the Minister" means the Minister for Justice.

2. - (l) This section shall continue in operation until the 31st day 
of I lay, 1974*

(2) If and whenever Dail Eireann is satisfied that this section should 
cease to be in operation, it may, by resolution, declare that it is 
satisfied as aforesaid and appoint a day on which this section shall cease 
to be in operation and on the day so appointed this section shall cease
to be in operation.

(3) If and whenever, at a time when this section is in operation, the 
Minister is of opinion that prison accommodation or prison staff is 
insufficient to provide secure and reasonable conditions of custody for 
all persons then in custody in prison or for whom prison accommodation is 
required or is insufficient to provide such conditions without serious 
detriment to the maintenance in prisons of the normal arrangements for the 
rehabilitative treatment and welfare of prisoners, he may, in writing -

(&) certify that he is so of opinion, and

(£) direct the transfer to military custody of such of the persons 
aforesaid as are specified by him,

and thereupon the persons so specified shall be transferred to military 
custody and shall remain in such custody until -

(i) in the case of persons on remand, they are brought before the 
court to which they were remanded*

(ii) in the case of persons sent forward for trial or sentence, they are 
brought before the court to which they were sent forward and the 
proceedings in relation to the tril or sentence have concluded, and

(iii) in any other case, their sentences or other periods of custody 
have terminated.

(4) If and whenever, at a time when this section is in operation, a 
person on remand or sent forward for trial or sentence is in military custody 
pursuant to this section, a court that further remands him in custody or a 
court that sends him forward in custody for trial or sentence or a court 
that sentences him to be detained in custody in prison shall commit him to 
military enstody for the period of such remand, sending forward or sentence.
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(5) The Minister -

(a) nay, at any time, direct the transfer to a prison of a person in 
military custody pursuant to this section, and

(b) shall direct the transfer to a prison of all persons in military 
custody as aforesaid if he is of opinion that circumstances 
warranting their being retained in military custody no longer 
obtain,

and, if a direction under this subsection is given, thereupon any person 
concerned shall be transferred to a prison*

(6) Whero a direction is given under subsection Q) or (2) of this section, 
a statement specifying tho giving thereof and the names, the offences (or the 
offences with which they are charged) and, where appropriate, the sentencesof 
the persons concerned shall be laid before each House of tho Oireachtas as 
soon as may be.

(7) A person who is in military custody pursuant to this section shall not 
continue to be kept in military custody when this section ceases to be in 
operation.

J5,No.ll. (8) The Prisons (Visiting Committees) *ict, 1925, shall apply to places 
in which persons are kept in military custody pursuant to this section in 
the same way as it applies to prisons, subject to the modification that 
references to the Minister in that *lct shall be construed as references to 
tho Minister for Defence,

(9) The Minister for Defence shall make regulations in relation to the 
places and the manner generally in which persons in military custody 
pursuant to this section shall be kept in custody and such regulations shall 
correspond to the rules for the time being in force under the Prisons Lets,
1826 to 1970, governing the treatment, employment and control of persons in 
prison*

(10) Nothing in this section shall operate to prevent the release of a 
person on bail.

(11) Svery regulation under this section shall be laid before each House of 
the Oireachtas as soon as may be after it is made, and, if a resolution 
annulling the regulation is passed by either such House within tho next twenty- 
one days on which that House has sat after the regulation has been laid before 
it, tho regulation shall be annulled accordingly, but without prejudice to the 
validity of anything previously done thereunder.

960,No.27 (12) In this section ’’prison" includes Saint Patrick’s Institution (within
the meaning of the Criminal Justice Act, I960),

Pacifying 3. - The Minister may from time to time specify a place or places to be
f prisons, used as a prison or prisons and each place so spocified shall be a prison 

to which the Prisons Acts, 1826 to 1970, apply.

hort title,
olloctive 4# - (l) This Act may be cited as the FrisorP^ct, 1972.
Nation and
obstruction. (2) The Prisons Acts, 1826 to 1970, and this Act may be cited together 

as the Prisons Acts, 1826 to 1972, and shall be construed as one.
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