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BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION BILL,
1972

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The objects of the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 
1972, are to provide for certain amendments of the registration code 
and to make possible the improvement of the system for registering 
births, deaths and marriages and of the prescribed documentation 
involved in that system.

2. Section 2 of the Bill provides that vacancies as permanent 
registrar which now exist or arise in the future will be filled by 
appointments made by chief executive officers of health boards. Exist
ing permanent registrars are not affected by the terms of the section. 
Up to now a district medical officer, on permanent appointment to 
that office, had the option of accepting appointment as registrar for 
the district. There are about 650 separate local registration districts 
operated on a part-time basis, the majority of which register less than 
50 events per annum. A reduction in the number of those districts is 
considered essential and this can be achieved as vacancies occur and 
as districts are amalgamated. The re-organisation of the health ser
vices and the introduction of a choice-of-doctor scheme increases the 
need for—and at the same time facilitates—the adoption of a more 
effective organisation. A registration office open during normal office 
hours in each major centre of population is the ultimate aim in order 
to facilitate members of the public in registering events and in obtain
ing certificates.

3. Section 3 provides that an tArd-Chteraitheoir will be empowered 
to authorise the registration of a birth or death without the present 
requirement of the attendance of a qualified informant in certain cases. 
A small number of cases come regularly to notice where the facts of 
the birth or death can be clearly established but a statutory informant 
is not available to attend and sign the entry in the register or could 
do so only with undue hardship.

4. Section 4 provides for the registration of the birth of a child 
of an Irish citizen domiciled in the State and of the death of an Irish 
citizen domiciled in the State either of which occurred outside the 
State where no registration system operated, or where, for example, 
because of destruction of records, no birth or death certificates are 
obtainable.

5. Section 5 will permit the present statutory registration provisions 
as to forms, their content, layout, incorporation in ledgers to be 
changed and replaced by provisions which will take account of modem 
office procedures, e.g. microfilming, new recording techniques. Regula
tions made under the section can require persons other than the pre
sent statutory informants to notify registrars of events with which 
they are concerned (e.g. undertakers in relation to deaths) in the 
interests of securing that all registrable events are registered.

6. Section 6 will apply the appropriate provisions of the registra
tion code to any registration authorised by an tArd-Chldraitheoir 
(e.g. a registration under section 3 of the Bill).



7. Section 7 will authorise the Minister to make available to medical 
and research workers and medical officers of health boards, subject 
to such conditions as he thinks fit to impose, information which, in 
his view, it is desirable they should have made available to them, 
but which, due to the restricted wording of section 2 (5) of the Vital 
Statistics and Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act, 1952, 
they are now unable to obtain.
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