
BILLE NA dTITHE, 1970 
HOUSING BILL, 1970

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The main purpose of this Bill is to implement, with certain 
modifications, proposals in the White Paper—Housing in the 
Seventies—laid by the Minister for Local Government before the 
Houses of the Oireachtas in June, 1969.

2. Under the Bill, grants paid by the Minister will be based on the 
floor area instead of the number of rooms and increased grants will 
be paid for most houses commenced on or after 1st October, 1969, 
with a floor area not exceeding 1,250 square feet.

3. At present, a serviced house with a floor area not exceeding 1,500 
square feet may qualify for a grant. If the house is not serviced, the 
floor area limit is 1,400 square feet. These limits will apply to houses 
commenced not later than 31st August, 1970. Grants will not be paid 
for houses commenced after that date which have a floor area 
exceeding 116 square metres (1,249 square feet approximately). The 
minimum floor area for houses will be reduced from 500 square feet 
to 350 square feet for houses commenced on or after 1st October, 
1969, and not later than 31st August, 1970. For houses commenced 
after that date the minimum floor area will be 35 square metres (377 
square feet approximately). Grants will be paid only for houses or 
flats commenced after 31st August, 1970, which are intended for use 
as ordinary places of residence.

4. Grants are paid at present for flats on a different scale from 
those for houses and only flats in buildings of three or more storeys 
may qualify. It is proposed under the Bill to pay generally the same 
grants for flats in buildings of less than six storeys as are payable for 
ordinary houses. Flats in buildings of six or more storeys in which a 
lift is installed may qualify for £50 more than other flats. A flat com
menced after 31st August, 1970, will not qualify for a grant if the 
floor area exceeds 116 square metres.

5. A comparison of the present and proposed grants is contained 
in the table at the end of this memorandum (sections 2, 3 and 4).

6. At present, the Minister may pay subsidies not exceeding two- 
thirds of the loan charges incurred by housing authorities in borrow
ing to finance dwellings provided by them for specific purposes. It is 
proposed to extend these purposes to include the provision on or after 
13th June, 1969, of dwellings for key workers brought into an area 
for new or expanding industry. The National Building Agency Ltd. 
would be associated with the provision of these dwellings (section 5).

7. Article 2 of the Third Schedule to the Housing Act, 1966, 
provides that where prima facie evidence exists of title under the 
Land Purchase Acts or the Lands Causes Acts to land which a 
housing authority propose to acquire compulsorily and the purchase 
money or compensation does not exceed £500, the authority may 
pay the money to the claimant Where title is not shown or where 
the purchase money or compensation is, under the Lands Causes 
Acts, payable into court, the authority may, if the amount does not



exceed £1,200, pay it into the Circuit Court, where it may be claimed 
by a person showing title. It is proposed to increase these limits to 
£2,000 and £5,000 respectively (,section 6).

8. Where a county council pay supplementary grants in their area 
they will be required to pay them subject to the same conditions in 
boroughs or urban districts in the county, other than boroughs or 
urban districts designated by the Minister. The cost will be appor
tioned as between the authorities in proportion to the produce of a 
Id rate (section 7).

9. Under the Housing Act, 1966, the Minister may pay grants at a 
higher rate to farmers and certain other persons providing houses in 
rural areas. It is proposed to enable these grants to be paid to farmers 
providing houses in urban areas. Power will also be given to housing 
authorities to pay a supplementary grant where the Minister has paid 
a “ further ” grant for reconstruction. It is intended that both pro
visions should have retrospective effect (sections 3, 8 and 12).

10. The Housing Act, 1966, provides for a special scheme of grants 
for second houses of less than 500 square feet, on holdings (“ dower ” 
houses). These houses will qualify for approximately the same rate 
of grant as at present under the proposals in the Bill. The special 
provision for them in the 1966 Act will, therefore, cease to apply to 
houses commenced after 31st August, 1970 (.section 9).

11. At present, a house or flat for which a grant is paid qualifies for 
a graduated rate remission for nine years. This concession applies only 
to houses or flats for which grants under the Housing Acts are paid. 
It is proposed that it should apply also to houses or flats completed 
after 31st March, 1969 for which grants are paid under section 5 (2) 
of the Shannon Free Airport Development Company Limited (Amend
ment) Act, 1963. These grants are on the same scale and subject to 
broadly the same conditions as those under the Housing Acts.

12. Most houses or flats completed on or before 31st March, 1969, 
for which grants are not paid under the Housing Acts, qualify for 
partial rate remission under the Local Government (Temporary 
Reduction of Valuation) Acts. It has been announced that buildings 
completed after that date will qualify for partial remission for four 
to six years provided the building is completed by 31st March, 1972, 
and applications for planning permission were received by the plan
ning authority on or before 9th December, 1969.

13. The cost to public funds of the proposals in the Bill is estimated 
at approximately £200,000 annually. It is likely that by encouraging 
the erection of a somewhat smaller house, on average, a greater 
number of houses can be built for any given amount of capital.

COMPARISON OF PRESENT AND PROPOSED GRANTS 
1. Grants for dwellings commenced before 1st October, 1969.

Type of dwelling 1 room 2 rooms 3 rooms 4 rooms
5 or 

more
rooms

1. “Ordinary” house of from 500
£ £ £ £ £

to 1,500 square feet ..
2. Flat of 250 square feet or more 

in building of:

175 225 275

three or more storeys 
six or more storeys in which

125 175 225 275 275

a lift is installed
3. House of from 500 to 1,500 

square feet in rural area for a 
farmer with a rateable valua
tion:

175 225 275 325 325

not exceeding £25 .. 
exceeding £25 but not ex-

— — 300 375 450

ceeding £40
exceeding £40 but not ex-

250 325 400

ceeding £60
4. Dower house of less than 500

250 275 350

square feet 
5. House or flat for: 

elderly person 
caretaker

-175-

-300-
-50 per room up to 250—

The floor area limit for houses which are not serviced with piped water and sewer
age is 1,400 square feet. The grant for an “ordinary” serviced bouse is increased 
by £25 if it is in an area where ublic sewerage or water supply is not available
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2. Proposed grants for dwellings commenced on or after 1st October, 1969, and 
not later than 31st August, 1970.

Type of dwelling

Area of dwelling in square feet

350 or 
more, 

but less 
than 
500

500 or 
more, 

but less 
than 
800

800 or 
more, 

but less 
than 
1,050

1,050 or 
more, 

but less 
than 
1,250

1,250 or 
more, but 

not
exceeding

1,500

£ £ £ £ £
175 250 325 300 275

175 250 325 300 275

225 300 375 350 325

TJ5 375 ____

200 325 '100

175 275 --------------------350-----------------

1. “Ordinary” house ..
2. *Flat in building of:

less than six storeys 
six or more storeys in 
which a lift is installed ..

3. House for a farmer with a
rateable valuation: 

not exceeding £25 
exceeding £25 but not ex
ceeding £40
exceeding £40 but not ex
ceeding £60

4. Dower house of less than
500 square feet ..

5. House or flat for :
elderly person .. 
caretaker.......................

175

-300-
-50 per room up to 250-

•For these flats, the minimum floor area will be 250 square feet. The floor area 
limit for houses which are not serviced with piped water and sewerage is 1,400 
square feet.

3. Proposed grants for dwellings commenced after 31st August, 1970.

1.
2.

3.

4.

Type of dwelling

“Ordinary” house 
•Flat in building of: 

less than six storeys 
six or more storeys in 
which a lift is installed 

House for a fanner with a 
rateable valuation: 
not exceeding £25 
exceeding £25 but not 

exceeding £40 .. 
exceeding £40 but not 

exceeding £60 ..
House or flat for: 

elderly person 
caretaker...........................

Area of dwelling in square metres

35 or 45 or 75 or 100 or
more, but more, but more, but more, but
less than less than less than not ex-

45 75 100 ceeding
116

£ £ £ £
175 250 325 300

175 250 325 300

225 300 375 350

225 375 --------------4!50--------------

200 325 --------------400--------------

175 275 150

.300--------------------------
■50 per room up to 250-

•For these flats, the minimum floor area will be 25 square metres.

The rate of grant for houses, as set out in Tables 1, 2 and 3, may be increased 
by £10 if the application is made by a public utility society and the first occupier 
of the house is a member of the society.

“Farmers” grants, as set out in Tables 1, 2 and 3, may be paid also to a person 
providing a house in a rural area who is ordinarily resident in the area and who 
either lives in an overcrowded house or a house unfit for human habitation, or is 
in need of housing on medical, compassionate or other similar grounds, if he 
could not provide a house without the aid of a grant at the special rate.

Grants for houses may be reduced by £50/75 if the house is not serviced with 
piped water and sewerage.

A floor area of 25 square metres is approximately equivalent to 269 square feet, 35 
square metres to 377 square feet, 45 square metres to 484 square feet, 75 square 
metres to 807 square feet, 100 square metres to 1,076 square feet and 116 square 
metres to 1,249 square feet.

Department of Local Government, 
Feabhra, 1970.
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