
BILLE AN REIFRINN (LEASC), 1968 
REFERENDUM (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1968

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The purpose of this Bill is to assist voters at the referenda on 
the Third and Fourth Amendment of the Constitution Bills, 1968, by 
making available to them a summary of the proposals in the Bills 
and by introducing a revised form of ballot paper.

2. The existing form of ballot paper at a constitutional referendum 
is prescribed by section 71 and Part 1 of the Fourth Schedule to the 
Electoral Act, 1963. The proposal which is the subject of the referen
dum must be stated on the ballot paper by citing by its short title the 
Bill containing the proposal passed by both Houses of the Oireachtas. 
Under Rule 4 of the First Schedule to the Referendum Act, 1942, the 
Minister for Posts and Telegraphs must have copies of the Bill made 
available for public inspection and sale at post offices. Apart from 
this requirement, there is no other statutory provision for informing 
voters of the proposal in the Bill.

3. Local returning officers at a referendum are required under 
section 64 of the Electoral Act, 1963, to send polling cards to all 
Dail electors, except postal voters, indicating the elector’s number on 
the register and the place at which he is entitled to vote. The form of 
the polling card is prescribed by the Forms (Dail Elections, Presiden
tial Elections and Referenda) Regulations, 1963.

4. The Referendum (Amendment) Act, 1959, among other things, 
provided that at the referendum in relation to the Third Amendment 
of the Constitution Bill, 1958, the polling cards sent to electors would 
contain a prescribed summary of the proposals in the Bill, that a 
polling card, suitably adapted, should also be sent to each postal voter 
and that the summary could be displayed at polling stations. Para
graphs (a) to (e) of section 1 of the present Bill will make similar 
provision in relation to the forthcoming referenda. The proposed 
summary of the proposals in the Bills is contained in the Appendix 
to section /.

5. Under Rule 18 of the First Schedule to the Referendum Act, 
1942 (as substituted by section 75 of the Electoral Act, 1963), a blind 
or otherwise physically incapacitated elector may have his ballot 
paper marked for him by either a companion or the presiding officer. 
An illiterate voter may also have his ballot paper marked for him, 
but only by the presiding officer. When a presiding officer is to mark 
a ballot paper under this Rule he may assist the voter by reading out 
in full from the ballot paper the proposal stated therein, i.e., the short 
title of the Bill. It 'is proposed in paragraph (/) of section 1 to enable 
the presiding officer to further assist the voter by (where necessary) 
reading out to him the prescribed summary of the proposals, asking 
specified questions and marking the ballot paper in accordance with 
the voter’s answers. These proposals, which are similar to the arrange
ments made by section 5 of the Referendum (Amendment) Act, 1959, 
are intended to apply only to the referenda on the Third Amendment 
of the Constitution Bill, 1968, and on the Fourth Amendment of the 
Constitution Bill, 1968.

6. Section 2 of the Bill provides for a revised and simplified form 
of ballot paper at a constitutional referendum. As in the case of the 
existing form, the proposal which is the subject of the referendum



will be stated on the new form of ballot paper by citing by its short 
title the Bill to amend the Constitution and the voter will be asked to 
vote “ Yes ” or “ No ” to the question : “ Do you approve of the 
proposal to amend the Constitution contained in the under-mentioned 
Bill?” However, in the new form which is set out in section 2, the 
positioning of the Irish and English texts has been re-arranged, 
inessential instructions have been omitted, and separate spaces have 
been provided for “ Yes ” votes and “ No ” votes. In addition, the 
instructions which relate to the marking of votes have been linked 
with the spaces in which votes are to be marked, instead of being 
placed at the foot of the ballot paper as they are in the existing form.

7. Section 3 contains the usual provisions about short title, collec
tive citation and construction.

An Roinn Rialtais Aitiuil, 
Meitheamh, 1968.
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