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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

Section 2
Under the Army Pensions Acts a disablement pensioner is not 

eligible for a married pension unless his marriage took place before 
a specified date viz., the date of the wound, the date of discharge (in 
the case of disease), or the 5th August, 1953 in the case of certain 
pensioners with pre-Truce military service. This section provides that 
a marriage contracted at any time will carry an entitlement to a 
married pension.

Section 3
At present allowances may be granted to the widow and children 

of a deceased pensioner only if (a) he was in receipt of a married 
pension and (b) his death was due solely to his pensionable disability. 
Section 3 provides that on the death of a pensioner whose pensionable 
degree of disablement was not less than 50%, his widow and children 
will be entitled to allowances, irrespective of whether or not his death 
was due solely to his pensionable disability.

Section 4
The purpose of this section is to provide allowances for the widow 

and children of a deceased pensioner whose pensionable degree of 
disablement was less than 50%, who would have been entitled to a 
married pension if the provisions of section 2 had been in force prior 
to his death and whose death is found to have been due solely to his 
pensionable disability.

Section 5
Under the existing provisions of the Acts an officer or soldier 

suffering from a disablement due to a wound attributable to service 
either in the Permanent Defence Force or the First Line Reserve 
cannot apply for a pension or gratuity until he has been discharged 
from the Reserve. This section will enable such a person to apply for 
and, where appropriate, to be granted a wound pension or gratuity 
while he is still a serving member of the Reserve. Subsection (3) 
provides that a wound pension will not be payable concurrently with 
service pay.

Section 6
Section (4) (1) (d) of the Act of 1953 provides for the grant of an 

allowance, subject to certain conditions as to dependency, to the 
permanently invalided brother of a deceased person who had pre- 
Truce military service and who died in circumstances attributable to 
service in the 1916-1923 period. At present an application which is 
refused on the grounds of failure to establish permanent invalidism 
at the first medical examination cannot be reconsidered. This section 
will enable such an application to be reconsidered from time to time 
at the request of the applicant.

Section 7
This section will enable increases in benefits under the Acts, which 

form part of a general increase in public service pensions, to be 
promulgated by regulations instead of by amending legislation.



Section 8
This section provides that a child adopted at any time by a 

disablement pensioner will reckon for benefit on the same basis as a 
child of the marriage.

Section 9
This section rectifies an omission in section 6 of the No. 2 Act of 

1960.

Section 10
This section will bring the rules relating to the dependants of 

soldiers who die from a disease attributable to United Nations service 
into line generally with those applicable to the dependants of soldiers 
killed or dying of wounds.

Section 11
This section provides for the grant of allowances under the Act of 

1962 to the widow and children of a former member of the forces 
who died while serving or within eight years after discharge, without 
having been granted a pension, and whose death was due to a disease 
aggravated by service with a United Nations Force or by a disable
ment attributable to such service.

Section 12
This section remedies defects in section 7 of the Act of 1962 and 

extends the time limit for applications thereunder.

Section 13
This section applies a number of general provisions of the Acts to 

pensions and allowances under section 7 of the Act of 1962 and to 
allowances under section 11.

Section 14
This section makes provision for the date of commencement of 

pensions and allowances and for the form in which application is to 
be made.

Section 15 and the Schedule
Section 15. in conjunction with the Schedule, provides for the repeal 

of—

(a) provisions of the Acts of 1946 and 1949 and the No. 2 Act
of 1960 which limit payment of the child’s element of a 
married pension to children born not later than nine 
months after discharge,

(b) section 6 (1) of the Act of 1953 which prescribes a time limit
for applications under Part II of that Act,

(r) portion of section 13 (4) of the Act of 1959 which restricts 
payment of benefit in respect of the adopted child of a 
special allowance holder to children adopted before the 
commencement of the allowance, and

(d) provisions of the Acts of 1932 and 1959 which impose 
restrictions on the grant of married pensions and 
allowances.

An Roinn Cosanta,
AibreAn, 1968.
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