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LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SANITARY SERVICES) BILL, 1964

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. The objects of the Bill tare to give more effective powers to 
sanitary authorities for dealing with dangerous quarries and other 
lLazards and for dealing with dangerous structures and also to give 
a general power to sanitary authorities to enter into agreements 
with the Electricity Supply Board to abstract wTater from reser
voirs provided by the Board.

Dangerous Places

2. Section 30 of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, Section 1. 
gave certain powers to local authorities for dealing with dangerous
places w'hich adjoin public roads. The new definition of “ danger
ous place ” in section 1 is intended to cover quarries and similar 
places not directly accessible from public roads but nevertheless 
hazardous to children and others who may gain access to them 
through private property. Section 2 will empower a sanitary Section 2. 
authority themselves to carry out such works as are necessary to 
make a dangerous place safe or at the request of the owner carry 
out such works and obtain a contribution from the owner towards 
the cost. Alternatively, wThere the owner carries out the wrork the 
sanitary authority may contribute towards the cost.

3. Section 6 empowers a sanitary authority to acquire by section 6. 
agreement or compulsorily land which is or was a dangerous place.

4. Sections 7 to 15 set out the procedure to be followed in regard Section$ 7-15. 
to the acquisition, development or disposal of land acquired under
section 6. The procedure is substantially the same as that provided 
for in sections 7 to 15 of the Derelict Sites Act, 1961. Compul
sory acquisition, as under that Act, will be effected by vesting 
order. Notice of intention to acquire must be given to the owner 
and occupier, who may object to the proposal within a month.
Where objection is made and not withdrawn, the land may not be 
acquired compulsorily without the Minister’s consent.

Dangerous Structures

5. Section 3 codifies the procedure in relation to dangerous Section 3. 
buildings which is operated by Dublin Corporation under various 
local Acts. It includes some amendments to the existing code 
w'hich have been showm to be necessary for effective action. The 
more important additions to the local authority’s powers are that 
they will now be enabled to prevent re-occupation of buildings 
which they have caused to be vacated and to prescribe conditions 
as to the manner of demolition of buildings or parts of buildings.
Section 3 extends full powers in relation to dangerous structures 
to all sanitary authorities in replacement of the limited powers 
hitherto available to them under section 75 of the Towns Improve
ment Clauses Act, 1847, and section 30 of the Public Health Acts 
Amendment Act, 1907.



Section 4.

Abstraction of Water from E.S.B. Reservoirs

6. Section 4 will give general authority for the making of 
agreements between the Electricity Supply Board and sanitary 
authorities of the kind authorised by the Liffey Reservoir Act, 
1936, in relation to Pollaphouca reservoir between the Board and 
Dublin Corporation. That agreement, which enabled the Corpora
tion to take water from the reservoir for the purposes of the 
Dublin water supply, contained provisions relating to the preven
tion of pollution of the water in the reservoir, the level of water 
to be maintained in the reservoir, the point of abstraction and the 
rate of flow of water in the river down stream. The consent of 
the Minister for Local Government will be necessary to an agree
ment reached pursuant to section 4. With a view to safeguarding 
fishery interests, the section provides for consultation with the 
Minister for Lands before this consent is given. An agreement, 
when sanctioned, will have the same force as a proposal under 
the Water Supplies Act, 1942. It will give the sanitary autho
rity a right to abstract water subject to claims for compensation 
from persons alleging damage by reason of the authorised 
abstraction.

Sections 16-21.

General

7. Sections 16 to 21 provide for general matters such as inspec
tion of land, penalties for obstruction, giving of documents under 
the Act, regulations, saving for National Monuments, expenses of 
the Minister, etc. These sections follow the same general lines as 
the Derelict Sites Act, 1961.

Section 22.

Repeals

8. Section 22 provides for the repeal of sections 75 to 78 
of the Towns Improvement Clauses Act, 1847, in so far as they 
apply to sanitary authorities, and section 39 of the Towns Improve
ment (Ireland) Act, 1854, in so far as it relates to dangerous 
buildings. Provision is also being made for repeal of sections of 
local Acts which will become redundant if the Bill becomes law.
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