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B1LLE NA nALTRAI, 1961. 
NURSES BILL, 1961.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

—

1. The purpose of this Bill is to make a number of amendments, 
shown by experience to be desirable, in the Nurses Act, 1950, 
under which the training and registration of nurses and midwives 
is regulated.

2. Section 2. An Bord Altranais, the body established by the 
1950 Act to perform the statutory functions in relation to the 
education and registration of nurses, consists of twenty-three 
members, of whom twelve are nurses. Ten of these twelve nurses 
are elected each five years by those included in the Register of 
Nurses. Section 13 (2) of the 1950 Act requires that those elected 
shall be classified as follows :

(а) One shall be a person with such qualifications or
experience in public health nursing as may l>e
prescribed ;

(б) two shall be persons with such qualification or experience
in midwifery as may be prescribed ;

(c) two shall be persons with such qualification or experience
in mental nursing as may be prescribed ;

(d) three shall be general trained nurses with such experience
in training nurses as may be prescribed ;

(e) one shall have such experience in private nursing as may
be prescril>ed ;

(f) one shall be engaged in nursing in a hospital which is
not a training hospital for nurses.

The prescription of the qualifications and experience for these 
categories, and the procedure for the quinquennial elections, are 
governed by the Nurses Rules, 1953, which were made by An
Bord Altranais. These Rules provide for a division of the
electorate so that the registered midwives elect the midwives to 
an Bord, the registered mental nurees elect the mental nurses
and those on the general part of the register elect general nurses.
Doubt has been expressed as to whether the division of the 
electorate in this manner is in accordance with the intention of 
the original Act. The purpose of Section 2 of the Bill is to 
dispel this doubt.

3. Section 3. Section 25 of the 1950 Act provides for the 
payment of travelling and subsistence expenses for attendance 
by members at meetings of an Bord and its committees, but makes 
no reference to the payment of expenses of meml»ers travelling 
otherwise on the business of an Bord. Section 3 of the Bill will 
rectify this omission.

4. Section 4. Section 59 of the 1950 Act provides that, where 
the annual abstract of accounts of An Bord Altranais shows a 
balance against an Bord on current expenditure, the Minister 
shall, out of moneys provided by the Oireachtas, pay the balance 
to an Bord. Section 60 provides that one-half pf any. balance paid



in this way shall be apportioned between health authorities iii 
proportion to the populations of their functional areas and 
collected from those authorities. Under Section 4 of the Bill, this 
unconditional obligation on the Minister to meet the deficits of 
an Bord will be discontinued. Instead he will be required to 
make an annual grant to them, the amount of which will be 
determined in consultation with the Minister for Finance and an 
Bord. The provisions for the collection from health authorities 
of one-half of the grant will continue to operate.

5. Section 5. Under Section 24 of the 1950 Act it is provided 
that an Bord may, and if directed by the Minister shall, in 
accordance with rules, charge fees for any registration, certificate, 
courses of instruction, examinations or services which are 
authorised by or under the Act. As a corollary to the preceding 
section of the Bill, it is proposed that an Bord will be required 
to fix the fees collected under Section 24 so as to provide sufficient 
revenue to meet the part of their expenditure which will not be 
met by the grant paid by the Minister.

6. Section 6. The Minister has a general duty to see that the 
functions conferred by statute on An Bord Altranais are per
formed. Under Section 23 of the Nurses Act, 1950, he is given 
specific power to make other arrangements for the performance 
of the functions of an Bord, if he is satisfied that they are not 
performing those functions. There is no provision in the 1950 
Act, however, under which the Minister could satisfy himself as 
to whether or not the functions were, in fact, being performed. 
Section 6 of the Bill will provide for this.

7. Section 7. Under Section 16 of the 1950 Act, the members 
of an Bord each January elect one of themselves to act as President 
of an Bord for the ensuing year. It is proposed by Section 7 
of the Bill that, instead, the President will be selected by the 
Minister from the members of an Bord and that his term of office 
will normally be five years. The present President of an Bord 
who, in the normal course, would leave office in January, 1962, 
will, provided that he remains a member of an Bord and is willing 
to act, remain President until the term of office of the present 
members of an Bord expires at the end of 1963.

8. Section 8 and Schedule. Under Section 44 of the Midwives 
Act, 1944, An Bord Altranais are obliged to provide for the issue 
of special badges to midwives (i.e., to those nurses who are 
registered in the Midwives Division of the Register of Nurses). 
This provision is additional to one in the Nurses Rules, 1953, 
for the issue of badges to nurses generally. It appears that the 
issue of the latter badges may not suffice to comply with the 
statutory obligation of an Bord under Section 44 of the 1944 Act 
and that two separate badges should thus be provided for those 
registered as midwives. As most of these are also registered as 
general nurses and many do not practise midwifery, it is not 
desirable to retain the rigid requirement for the issue of a separate 
badge to midwives as such. With the repeal of Section 44 of 
the 1944 Act, an Bord will, however, be in a position, with the 
consent of the Minister, to provide such badges as they consider 
necessary for practising midwives, in addition to the nurse's 
badge which they now issue.

9. The repeal of Sections 16 and 59 of the 1950 Act are 
consequential on Sections 7 and 4 of the Bill, respectively.

An Roinn Slainte, 
Marta, 1961. .
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