
AN BILLE ARM-PHINSEAN (Uimh. 2) 1960 
ARMY PENSIONS (No. 2) BILL, 1960

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill is designed to provide for the payment of pensions, etc., 
to or in respect of Defence Force personnel who die or are disabled 
as a result of disease attributable to service overseas with a United 
Nations Force. Provision on similar lines already exists in the 
Army Pensions Acts for pensions, etc., to or in respect of personnel 
who become disabled or who die from wounds or are killed on duty 
during such service.

The Bill also brings within the provisions of the Army Pensions 
Acts members of the Chaplaincy Service who suffer disablements, 
whether due to wound or disease, attributable to United Nations 
service.

Section 1, which deals with interpretation, does not call for 
comment.

Section 2 provides for a definition of “ United Nations Force ” 
which is sufficiently wide to include all of the various bodies, set 
up by the United Nations Organisation, in which Defence Force 
personnel have served or are likely in the future to serve.

Section 3 (in conjunction with the First Schedule) is designed to 
provide, in respect of officers, soldiers and members of the Army 
Nursing Service, that disablement due to disease attributable to 
United Nations service will qualify for benefit under the Army 
Pensions Acts in accordance with the conditions which at present 
apply where the disablement is due to disease attributable to 
service between 1st April, 1922 and 30th September 1924, or during 
the Emergency period.

Section 4 extends the provisions of the Acts relating to the 
grant of pensions or gratuities to members of the Chaplaincy 
Service who suffer disablements, whether due to disease or wound, 
attributable to service with a United Nations force. The rates 
of benefit proposed are those applicable to unmarried officers and 
for the purpose of determining the amount of a Chaplain’s annual 
pay, in the calculation of pension, provision is made for the 
aggregation of his pay, ration allowance and a sum in respect of 
accommodation.

Section 5 provides for the grant of “ final ” pensions to officers, 
soldiers, members of the Army Nursing Service and members of 
the Chaplaincy Service whose degree of disablement due to disease 
attributable to United Nations service is 50% or more but does not 
reach the minimum of 80% prescribed for full-scale disability 
pensions.

Section 6 (in conjunction with the Second Schedule) provides 
that dependants’ allowances or gratuities at the rates already 
payable under the Acts in respect of death due to disease attribu
table to service in the 1922 to 1924 period or during the Emergency 
period shall be payable to the relatives of officers and soldiers who 
die from disease attributable to United Nations service. Provision



is made, also, for the payment of the widows’ and children’s 
allowances in such cases at a rate 50% higher than normal where 
death occurs during such service or within four years of the 
termination of such service. There is a similar provision in the Acts, 
already, relating to death in action or from wounds which will 
enable this 50% enhancement to be applied to the allowances 
payable, at rates which are equal to those set out in the Second 
Schedule to this Bill, to the widows and children of personnel 
killed in the Congo.

Section 7 provides for the payment of pensions on a modified 
scale to officers, soldiers, members of the Army Nursing Service 
and members of the Chaplaincy Service in respect of disease which 
is not wholly attributable to, but is aggravated, accelerated or 
excited arising from United Nations service. The rates are the 
same as those already payable under the Acts in respect of tuber
culosis aggravated, accelerated or excited by service during the 
Emergency period.

Section 8, which deals with the short title of the Bill and with 
the collective citation of the Acts, does not call for comment.

Roinn Cosanta. 
Samhain, 1960.
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