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AN BILLE UM CHLEACHTAIS SRIANTA TRADALA
(LEASU), 1959.
RESTRICTIVE TRADE PRACTICES (AMENDMENT) BILL,
1959.

BILL

entitled

AN ACT TO AMEND AND EXTEND THE RESTRICTIVE
TRADE PRACTICES ACT, 1953.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS

1.—In this Act “‘the Principal Act” means the Restrictive 10
Trade Practices Act, 1953.

2.—(1) Section 7 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the
substitution for subsection (1) of the following;

“ () The Commission may, on their own initiative, and
shall, at the request of the Minister, cause an enquiry to be 15
held—

(a) into the conditions which obtain in regard to the
supply and distribution of any kind of goods or
to one or more aspects of the supply and distribu-
tion of one or more kinds of goods, or 20

(b) into one or more aspects of the operation of an order
under section 9 of this Act.”

(2) Section 7 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the
substitution for subsection (5) of the following :

“(5) The Commission may, in the course of an enquiry, 25
enquire into the conditions which obtain in regard to the
rendering, in the course of carrying on any trade or business,
of any services affecting the supply or distribution of the
goods concerned.”

3.—Section 8 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the 80
substitution for paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of the following;

“ (a) describe—

(i) the conditions which obtain in regard to the supply
or distribution of the goods concerned, and

(il) where appropriate, the conditions in regard to the 35
rendering, in the course of carrying on any trade
or business, of any services affecting such supply or
distribution,

in so far as those conditions have effect in relation to
the observance of the fair trading rules, or come within 40
the scope of and have effect in relation to the enquiry,

as the case may be, to which the report relates;”.
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4.—(1) The Commission shall, whenever so requested by the
Minister, cause an enquiry to be held into the refusal or alleged
refusal by employers or employees (or any combination of em-
ployers or of employees or of employers and employees) to use
particular materials or particular methods for manufacturing or
construction purposes.

(2) Subsections (2), (3), (4) and (6) of section 7 of the Principal
Act and paragraph 7 of the First Schedule to that Act shall have
effect in relation to an enquiry under this section.

(3) The Commission shall submit to the Minister a report of every
enquiry under this section.

5.—The Commission shall keep under review the operation of
orders under section 9 of the Principal Act.

6.—(1) The Commission may, on their own initiative, and shall.
at the request of the Minister, hold a special review of the opera-
tion of an order under section 9 of the Principal Act.

(2) A special review may relate to the operation of an order as
a whole or to particular aspects of the operation of an order.

(3) The Commission shall cause to be published in such manner
as they think fit notice of their intention to hold a special review
and shall give to any person desiring to make submissions in rela-
tion to the subject matter of the review an opportunity to do so;
and the notice shall specify the time and manner in which sub-
missions are to be made.

(4) Upon the publication of a notice by the Commission of their
intention to hold a special review, any person may request the Com-
mission to conduct the review by means of an enquiry under
section 7 of the Principal Act as amended by section 2 of this Act.

(5) Where the Commission, having received a request under
subsection (4) of this section, decide not to conduct a special
review by means of an enquiry under the said section 7, they shall
inform the person who made the request of the reasons for their
decision.

(6) The Commission shall submit to the Minister a report of
every special review and the report shall state whether any request
was made to the Commission under subsection (4) of this section
and, if so, give the reasons for their decision not to accede to the
request.

(7) Where the Commission are of opinion that the Minister
should amend the order which is the subject of a special review,
they shall in their report of the review recommend accordingly
and indicate the form of amending order they recommend.

(8) Where the Commission are of opinion that the Minister
should revoke the order which is the subject of a special review,
they shall in their report of the review recommend accordingly.

7.—(1) The Minister shall lay before each House of the
Oireachtas a copy of the report made by the Commission of every
enquiry under section 4 of this Act and every special review under
section 6 of this Act.

(2) It shall be lawful for the Minister after consultation with
the Commission to omit from the copy any information contained
in the report the publication of which would, in his opinion,
materially injure the legitimate business interests of any person,
if such information is not essential to the full understanding of the
report.
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(3) The Minister shall lay before each House of the Oireachtas,
together with the copy of the report, a statement indicating the
general character of any information so omitted.

8.—(1) Section 9 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the
insertion at the end of subsection (2) of “or under this subsection”.

(2) Section 9 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by
the insertion in subsection (5) after “ months ” of “ (being months
in which Dail fiireann or Seanad fiireann has sat for not less
than three days) ”.

(3) Section 10 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the
deletion of “and the operation of orders under section 9 >

9.—The references to the Principal Act contained in sub-
paragraph (3) of paragraph 8 and paragraph 9 of the First
Schedule to that Act shall be construed as including references
to this Act.

10.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Restrictive Trade
Practices (Amendment) Act, 1959.

(2) The Principal Act and this Act shall be construed together
as one and may be cited together as the Restrictive Trade Practices
Acts, 1953 and 1959.
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