
BILLE NA dTITHE (LEASU), 1956. 
HOUSING (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1956.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

General Description.
The Bill proposes to extend and amend the legislation governing 

the housing activities of local authorities and of private enterprise.

Grants.
New and Reconstructed Houses: It is proposed in section 6 to 

extend from 1st April, 1956, to 1st April, 1958, the time for com
pletion to qualify for grants at present levels, of the erection or 
reconstruction of houses under sections 16 and 20 of the Housing 
(Amendment) Act, 1948, and section 24 of the Act of 1952.

Under the Housing (Amendment) Act, 1948, the grant was pay
able to the person erecting a house for his own occupation. In the 
Housing (Amendment) Act, 1950, payment of the grant was ex
tended to a person purchasing a house for his own occupation. It 
is now proposed (section 7) that the grant will be payable to the 
person erecting the house without the requirement that he should 
occupy the house. Thus the grant may be paid to the builder who 
erects a house for sale or letting.

Consequent on the proposal in section 7 to omit the requirement 
that a house when completed must be occupied by the person who 
erected or purchased it, the necessity will cease for the provision 
of grants specifically for house purchase (Section 6 of the Act of 
1950) or for houses built for letting (Section 19 of the Act of 1948 
and Section 13 of the Act of 1954). Provision is made to extend 
to 1st April, 1957, the time for completion of houses in respect of 
which grants under these sections have been allocated.

The housing authorities will continue to have power to make 
supplementary grants.

Repair and Improvement Works: The maximum grant for repair 
and improvement work payable by the State and by the loeal 
authority has hitherto been £80 from each source. It is proposed 
in section 8 that this maximum be raised, by differentiation on a 
basis similar to grants for reconstruction work, where each separate 
dwelling contains more than 3 rooms. Thus for each separate 
dwelling of 4, or 5 or more rooms, a grant of £100 or £120, respec
tively, will be payable.

Provision of Water and Sewerage Facilities: At present a grant 
of £50 is available from the State for the combined purposes of 
installing water and sewerage facilities. It is proposed in section 10 
to make available separate grants of £40 and £20 in respect of the 
provision of either water or sewerage facilities. Housing authori
ties will continue to have power to make supplementary grants. 
The time for completion of works for which grants have been 
allocated under section 7 of the Act of 1952 is extended to 1st 
April, 1957.

The purpose of subsection (4) of section 7 is to ensure that the 
existing concessionary rates of stamp duties will continue to be 
available to the purchaser of a new house even though he is not 
personally the recipient of the relative State grant.



Advances for Private Housing.
In section 9 it is proposed to empower a local authority to 

guarantee the repayment of portion of an advance made by a 
building society in respect of it house. The State would undertake 
liability for proportionate recoupment of any loss incurred by the 
local authority in meeting such guarantee.

The method of calculating the maximum advance to be made to 
a borrower under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts is, for 
administrative convenience, recast in section 18. Section 19 pro
vides that the fixing of the rate of interest on such advances shall 
be a matter for the local authority.

Labourers Acts.
Provision is made in section 14 for expediting the vesting of 

labourers cottages in tenants who make application for vesting in 
accordance with a cottage purchase scheme. The local authority 
would be enabled to carry out repairs subsequent to vesting, where 
such repairs are specified by the Minister in a decision given on 
appeal.

Section 15 would enable a county council to declare a tenant 
who is not an agricultural labourer to be a person qualified to 
purchase a labourers cottage pursuant to the provisions of the 
Labourer's Act, 1936.

Labourers cottages erected on State lands would by virtue of 
section 13 be included in purchase schemes made pursuant to the 
Labourers Act of 1936.

Section 16 makes it clear that a dwelling erected by a housing 
authority under section 35 of the Housing (Amendment) Act, 1952, 
may be sold on the tenant-purchase system.

Section 17 proposes to empower the Minister, in dealing with 
proposals for the compulsory acquisition of land, to make separate 
orders confirming or annulling the parts into which the order is 
divided.

General.
Section 11 provides for the continuance of the prohibition of the 

demolition of certain habitable houses and the empowering of 
housing authorities to grant or refuse permission for the use other 
than for dwelling purposes of the whole or any part of any 
habitable house.

It is proposed in section 12 to amplify the scope of the housing 
authorities’ powers of land acquisition under the Housing of the 
Working Classes Acts, to facilitate in particular the provision of 
parks and open spaces for the service of existing housing schemes.
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