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BILLE NA LIA CHLEACHT6IR1, 1954. 
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS BILL, 1954.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

1. The Medical Practitioners Act, 1927, provided for the 
establishment of the Medical Registration Council. The main 
functions of the Council are to keep the register of persons entitled 
to practice medicine in this country, to remove from the register 
the names of medical practitioners convicted of certain offences, 
and to ensure that the standard of medical training provided in 
this country is adequate. The Medical Practitioners Act of 1951 
made provision for medical graduates to undertake a period of 
hospital training before they become fully registered as medical 
practitioners.

2. The Medical Practitioners Bill, 1954, is designed to effect 
certain limited amendment of the earlier Acts.

3. Section 2 provides for a slight extension of the term of office 
of the present Council so that future elections of members may be 
held at a more convenient season, outside the holiday period.

4. The purpose of sections 3 and 4 is to enable registration to be 
given for short periods to medical practitioners who hold medical 
qualifications which do not entitle them to registration in the Irish 
Register (e.g., Indian doctors who undertake post-graduate training 
in this country).

5. Under section 5 the Council will be required to publish their 
accounts and the auditor’s report on them within six months of the 
submission of the report. Alterations in registration fees, from 
which the Council’s income is derived, will be subject in future to 
the approval of the Minister (section 6, subsection (3)). This pro
vision is complementary to other subsections of sections 6 and 7 
under which certain existing powers of the Minister in regard to 
expenditure by the Council are revoked.

6. Subsection (4) of section 6 will remedy a difficulty arising 
out of the British Medical Act of 1950. Before that Act came into 
operation, inquiries into professional misconduct of medical 
practitioners on the British register were conducted by the British 
General Medical Council and Irish legislation authorised the 
Medical Registration Council to act, if they so thought fit, on the 
report of such an inquiry in relation to a person who was on the 
Irish as well as the British register. Under the British Act 
mentioned the power of the General Medical Council to hold 
inquiries was transferred to a special Medical Disciplinary Com
mittee. The subsection is necessary to enable the Medical Registra
tion Council, if they so wish, to act on a report of that Committee 
in the same way as they could previously act on a report of the 
General Medical Council.
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