
HOUSING (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1952.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

General Description.

The Bill proposes to extend the legislation governing the 
housing activities of private persons, public utility societies 
and local authorities and it includes improved provisions on a 
number of matters, especially rural housing, and the widening of 
the scope of slum clearance and allied operations.

Grants for the erection and purchase of new houses.

It is proposed to continue for a further period of two years 
the existing rates of State grants payable to persons and public 
utility societies for the erection and purchase of houses and to 
housing authorities for the erection of non-subsidy houses 
(Sections 6 and 22).

Reconstruction grants.

The maximum reconstruction grant at present payable in 
urban and rural areas to agricultural labourers and farmers of 
up to £60 valuation is £80. It is proposed to increase the grant 
by providing for new maxima of £80, £100 and £120 for houses 
which, when reconstructed, contain 3, 4 and 5 or more rooms 
respectively (Section 18). In view of the very wide definition 
of ** agricultural labourer,” the reconstruction grants payable 
to this class in urban areas will in future be as provided for in 
Section 8 of the Housing (Amendment) Act, 1950. (Sections 18 
and 20).

Other amendments under this head are : removal of prohibition 
on payment of a reconstruction grant where the floor area of 
the reconstructed house exceeds 1,400 sq. feet (Seotion 15) ; 
repeal of certain restrictions on the payment of a reconstruction 
grant where 15 years have elapsed since a previous grant was paid 
(Schedule) ; and provision for payment of a second reconstruction 
grant after 10 years where a thatched roof is being replaced by 
slates or tiles (Section 21).

Grants for private water supply and sewerage facilities.

The Bill provides for a grant of up to £50 for the provision 
and installation of a private water supply and sewerage facilities 
in a house which is situate in an area where no public piped 
water supply or sewerage scheme has been or is being provided. 
The valuation of the house will not be increased for 7 years 
because of such installation (.Section 7). The total of grants 
which may be paid under this Section and in respect of the pur
chase or construction of a new house will be equated to the 
grant appropriate to a house with piped water supply and 
sewerage facilities (Section 19).



The provision contained in Section 7 of the Housing (Amend
ment) Act, 1950, for the payment of supplementary grants by 
housing authorities is being replaced by a provision enabling 
supplementary giants to be paid to (a) farmers up to £35 
valuation, (6) lower income classes (other than farmers) with 
family incomes up to £416 a year and (c) working classes and 
agricultural labourers with family incomes exceeding £416 a 
year who are tenants of or are eligible for local authority housing 
accommodation. Housing authorities will be empowered to pay 
the grants towards the erection and reconstruction of houses 
and the servicing of houses with water supply and sewerage 
facilities by persons of these classes. The grants will be payable 
also where State grants have been paid under the Housing 
(Gaeltacht) Acts. The maximum grants will range between 
33^ per cent, and 100 per cent, of the State grants depending on 
the circumstances of the applicants (Sections 9, 10 and 11). 
Persons who have purchased houses from local authorities will 
not be eligible for the grants (Section 8).

The repeal of Section 7 of the 1950 Act will not affect grants 
allocated and notified by the housing authority before the 29th 
April, 1952 (Section 5).

Supplementary Grants by housing authorities.

Repair grants in rural areas.

Grants from the State and the housing authority are payable 
in urban areas under Section 5 of the Housing and Labourers 
Act, 1937, in respect of work carried out on a house in pursuance 
of a notice served by the authority under Section 19 of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1931. The maximum grant from 
either source is £80 and is payable to the person having control 
of the house. It is proposed to extend these provisions to rural 
areas (Section 30).

Grants for philanthropic purposes.

The power to pay grants to housing authorities or philanthropic 
societies under Section 5 (1) (j) of the Housing (Financial and 
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1932, in respect of the acquisition 
and reconstruction of houses for philanthropic purposes is being 
revived (Section 13).

Payment of letting grants.

It is proposed to put beyond doubt, with retrospective effect, 
the Minister’s power to decide an appeal by a person aggrieved 
by the amount of a grant made by a housing authority in respect 
of a house provided for letting under Section 19 of the Housing 
(Amendment) Act, 1948 (Section 16).
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Payment and recovery of grants.

The Housing (Amendment) Act, 1948, provides for the recovery 
of certain grants improperly made under the Housing Acts 
and it is proposed to extend this provision to housing grants 
generally (Section 17). Where a grant has been allocated in 
mistake of law, it may be paid if the Minister is satisfied that 
the applicant acted bona fide in proceeding with the work 
(Section 23).

Advances under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts.

At present advances under the Small Dwellings Acquisition 
Acts are confined to houses the market value of which does not
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exceed £2,000. The Bill repeals this provision and provides that 
the maximum advance shall be £1,800 in the case of Dublin and 
Cork County Boroughs and Dublin County (including the Borough 
of Dun Laoghaire), and £1,600 elsewhere (Section 33).

Contributions touxirds loan charges in respect of houses provided by 
urban housing authorities.

Homeless families and families in need of accommodation on 
compassionate, medical or other similar grounds, may be le- 
housed by the housing authority, but the lower subsidy (33j per 
cent, of loan charges up to prescribed limits) only is payable 
unless the family is displaced as a result of an operation under 
the Housing of the Working Classes Acts. The Bill provides 
for a discretion to pay subsidy at the higher rate (66§ per cent, 
of the prescribed loan charges) for the re-housing of such families 
who cannot otherwise be so re-housed (Section 14). The higher 
subsidy will also be payable for the re-housing of a family living 
in an overcrowded house even though the house is occupied 
by not more than one family (Section 26).

Section 6 of the Housing (Financial and Miscellaneous Pro
visions) Act, 1932, provides that for the purpose of subsidy, 
loan charges must be calculated at a rate of interest not exceeding 
the Local Loans Fund rate. It is proposed to remove this 
restriction in the case of Dublin and Cork Corporations as these 
authorities borrow by means of Stock issues (Section 14).

Amendment of provisions governing the letting of houses by housing
authorities.

It is proposed to amend the provisions which govern the 
letting of houses by providing that preference shall be given to 
families living in overcrowded conditions where a member of 
the family is suffering from tuberculosis and to families living in 
unfit houses, irrespective of the number of rooms occupied by 
the family. The existing preferences under these heads extend 
only to families occupying single rooms. The definition of over
crowding is being amended (Sections 26 and 31).

Making and enforcing of Byelaws.

In order to supplement the provisions of the Housing of the 
Working Classes Acts relating to slum-clearance it will be 
mandatory on urban housing authorities to make and enforce 
byelaws dealing with overcrowding and kindred matters (Sec
tion 25). The byelaws will apply to working class houses 
irrespective of the number of rooms or families in the house. 
(Section 24).

Miscellaneous.

Section 27 of the Bill removes doubts, with retrospective 
effect, as to the power of an urban housing authority to acquire 
compulsorily land outside its own district for housing purposes. 
Sections 29 and 32 clarify the power of a housing authority to 
acquire and develop lands for sale or letting to persons for the 
erection of houses. The borrowing powers of County Councils and 
the powers given to County Councils to deal with unhealthy areas 
are clarified by Sections 20 and 28.

The Schedule to the Bill contains a list of provisions of former 
Housing Acts which it is proposed to repeal.

Department of Local Government, 
April, 1952.
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