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AN BILLE UM STAIDREAMH BEATHA AGUS UM CHLARU 
BREITHEANNA, BASA AGUS POSTAI, 1952.

VITAL STATISTICS AND BIRTHS, DEATHS AND 
MARRIAGES REGISTRATION BILL, 1952.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

1. This Bill is designed to make possible the collection of more 
detailed vital statistics and to make some amendments and additions 
to the law relating to the registration oi‘ births, deaths and
marriages.

2. Under section 2 oL' the Bill the Minister for Health will have 
power to collect, compile, abstract and publish statistics in relation 
to births, deaths and marriages and other related matters such 
as foetal deaths or the incidence of diseases. The Minister can 
arrange to have the officers of another Minister carry out the 
work under the section and it is proposed that the publication of 
vital statistics will, in fact, be delegated in this maimer to the 
Central Statistics Office. It will be an offence for any person 
engaged in this work to disclose improperly the information 
received.

3. The opportunity is being taken to establish titles in the 
Irish language for the General Register Office and for the Registrar- 
General. These titles, which will be used exclusively in future, will 
be “ Oifig an Ard-Chlaraitheora ” and “ An tArd-Chlaraitheoir ” 
respectively. It is also proposed to amend the provisions of the 
earlier Acts fixing the hours during which the General Register 
Office is kept open by enabling the Minister to make regulations 
altering such hours.

4. Section o is designed to remedy certain difficulties in the 
operation of the Births and Deaths Registration Act (Ireland), 
1880. Under that Act registrations of births cannot be altered 
after one year has expired from the time they are made. Births 
are at times registered before baptism and in such cases the 
surname only is recorded. In other cases Christian names as 
recorded before baptism are subsequently changed. The limitation 
of the time within which alterations of this kind in Registers of 
Births can be made is felt to be too restrictive and it is therefore 
proposed to remove it.

5. Under section 6 the Minister will have power to make regula
tions providing for the issue of certificates containing only some 
of the items contained in entries in the Registers of Births, Deaths 
or Marriages. The present birth and marriage certificates give 
particulars in relation to parentage and wrhile this is often neces
sary for the purposes of identification, it is considered that there 
should also be made available short forms of the certificates con
taining only such basic information as the name and surname, the 
sex and the date and place of birth or marriage. These forms 
would be adequate for many purposes. Short forms of death 
certificates might also be suitable for some of the uses of these 
certificates. The present full forms of all the certificates will, of 
course, continue to be available as required, and if the Bill is 
enacted, it will be open to anybody who requires a birth, a death, 
or a marriage certificate to obtain either the long or the short form, 
or both, as he may desire.



6. Under section 7 the Minister will have power to make regula
tions modifying the details of the information required on the 
registration of a marriage. There is similar power already in 
the existing Acts in respect of the registration of births and deaths.

7. The amounts of the fees for certificates and other documents 
issued in connection with the registration of births, deaths and 
marriages were fixed in various statutes enacted since the middle 
of the last century and it is considered that there should l>e power 
to revise them. Provision is being made accordingly (sections 8 
and 9).

8. It is proposed under section 10 to assign to the public assist
ance authority for the district the function of acting as Superin
tendent Registrar wherever a vacancy occurs in that office. This 
is considered more desirable in modern circumstances than the 
appointment of individuals as Superintendent Registrars. The 
function, when transferred to the local authority, will be discharged 
in the same way as their other functions. Existing individuals 
holding the permanent office of Superintendent Registrar will not 
be affected by this change.
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