
SEA FISHERIES BILL, 1950.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

The principal objects of the Bill are:—
(1) to ensure improved outlets, with particular reference to the 

home market, for landings made by the inshore fishermen;
(2) to introduce, by the establishment of a new Board, a system 

of closer supervision and control of seafishing operations, 
with greater attention to the needs of the industry at both 
the production and marketing ends, than had been 
practicable under the set-up of the Irish Sea Fisheries 
Association, Limited;

(3) to link up the production and distribution sides of the 
business with a new executive authority, by means of a 
representative Association the Committee of which would be 
consulted by the Board with regard to any matter materially 
affecting the interests of its members.

The. fifty-five Sections comprising this Bill are grouped in five 
Parts, and comment may conveniently be offered by reference 
seriatim to these groupings.

PART I (Sections 1 to 5).
There are contained in this Part merely the routine provisions 

(i.e., definitions, establishment date, etc.) applicable to such a piece 
of legislation.

PART II (Sections 6 to 15).
This Part provides for important changes in the existing regime. 

By Section 7 the commercial landing of sea fish is confined to sea- 
fishermen who are members of the Association. “ Seafish ” is 
earlier defined as being exclusive of herrings, mackerel, pilchards, 
sprats and shellfish; a “ seafisherman ” is defined as one who carries 
on seafishing but does not engage in any other business connected 
with the industry. The “ Association ” is the body to be established 
under Part V.

Under Section 8 the Minister may make regulations for the 
landing, sale, storage, handling, transport, processing and treating 
of seafish as appear to him to be necessary or desirable to secure 
the best use of supplies of that commodity. For the special pur
pose of such regulations the term “seafish ” shall be deemed to 
include herrings, mackerel, pilchards, sprats and shellfish.

Section 9 provides that no vessel exceeding 40 feet over-all in 
length may be used for seafishing unless duly licensed by the 
Minister; but during a period of ten years no such licence shall be 
issued in respect of a vessel which exceeds 80 feet over-all in length 
(Section 14) or is owned or chartered by a person engaged in any 
business connected with the industry, except under an exemption 
certificate (the issue of which will be very limited). This restric
tion as to ownership imposed by Section 14 will not apply to the 
Board to be set up under Part III.

Section 15 provides penalties for contravention of any of the pro
visions of this Part or of any regulations made by the Minister 
under Section 8.



PART III (Sections 16 to 36).
A new Board (An Bord Iascaigh Mhara) will be established 

under Section 16. It will be a corporate body with a membership 
of five, i.e., four ordinary members (of whom one shall be Chair
man) and a managing director, all of whom will be appointed by 
the Minister. In general it shall be the duty of this Board to 
exercise the functions which so far have been exercised or were 
capable of being exercised by the Irish Sea Fisheries Association, 
Limited (Comhlachas Iascaigh Mhara na hEireann, Teoranta); and 
it shall be a special responsibility of the Board to maintain supplies 
of fish to the home market by arranging for the importation of so 
much as may be needed on occasions to supplement the landings by 
Irish fishing boats and further to arrange for the proper distri
bution of such imports to domestic consumers through the 
recognised trade channels.

The first appointment of a managing director and of each 
ordinary member shall be for a period of two years, but all shall 
be eligible for re-appointment at the Minister’s discretion. The 
managing director shall devote the whole of his time to the duties 
of his office and the ordinary members shall give part-time service. 
The Board shall meet at least once in every week. The Minister 
shall nominate one of the ordinary members to be Chairman of the 
Board.

In each year the Board shall receive such sums by way of grants 
and advances wherewith to meet its financial requirements as may 
be determined by the Minister with the concurrence of the Minister 
for Finance (Sections 30 and 31). In formulating the annual 
estimate of its financial requirements the Board shall consult with 
the Association. The Board shall be responsible for due repayment 
to the Exchequer of all such advances together with interest 
thereon (Section 33), and shall be bound to keep in such form as 
may be approved by the Minister (after consultation with the 
Minister for Finance) full and proper accounts of all monies 
received and expended. '

It shall be a further obligation upon the Board to have the 
accounts audited each year within a period to be prescribed by the 
Minister who (with the consent of the Minister for Finance) will 
appoint duly qualified auditors for the purpose. Immediately 
thereafter the Board shall furnish to the Minister a copy of the 
accounts as certified by the auditors and shall publish and put on 
sale such accounts as may be directed by the Minister (Section 36). 
Subject to the consent of the Minister (given after consultation 
with the Minister for Finance) the Board may borrow temporarily 
from bankers monies to meet current expenditure (Section 35).

PART IV (Sections 37 to 43).
By virtue of Section 37 the dissolution of Comhlachas Iascaigh 

Mhara na hEireann, Teoranta (the Irish Sea Fisheries Association, 
Limited) shall synchronise with the establishment under Part III 
of An Bord Iascaigh Mhara, to which will be transferred all 
property, assets and liabilities of the body which is being dissolved.

PART V (Sections 44 to 55).
Section 44 sets up an organisation to be called An Comhlachas 

Iascaigh Mhara (referred to as the Association) the duty of which 
shall be to watch over the interests of its members and of the sea
fishing industry in general and to make such representations as it 
thinks proper to the Board in relation to any of the Board’s 
functions, powers or duties (Section 45). The Chairman of the 
Association shall be appointed by the Minister (Section 46) and its 
management shall be entrusted to a Committee comprising the 
Chairman together with

(a) four representatives of seafishermen,
(b) two representatives of the retail fish trade, and



(c) two representatives of the other members of the Associa
tion.

Fending the holding of formal elections under Section 51 there shall 
be a provisional committee consisting of the Chairman and

(а) the persons who immediately prior to the establishment
date were the elected directors of the dissolved body, 
and

(б) four other persons appointed by the Minister (after con
sultation with the Board), of whom two shall be 
members of the retail fish trade and two shall be 
members of the distributive fish trade other than the 
retail fish trade.

The provisional Committee, which shall not hold office longer 
than twelve months, will make all the necessary arrangements for 
the election of members of the regular Committee.

Members of the Committee shall be paid travelling and main
tenance expenses in respect of their attendance at meetings of the 
Committee. (Section 49.)

Section 50 provides that the Board shall keep the following 
registers of membership of the Association:—

(а) a register of seafishermen,
(б) a register of persons engaged in the retail fish trade,
(c) a register of the other members,

and in compiling such registers consultation will be had with the 
Committee of the Association.

Under Section 54 the Board shall in every year provide accom
modation for the holding of six meetings of the Committee (in 
Dublin) and for one general meeting of the Association. In con
nection with meetings for which accommodation is being thus pro
vided the Board shall make available the services of members of its 
staff to act as Secretary at such meetings and also to conduct the 
triennial elections for membership of the Committee. During the 
first twelve months all such services and accommodation shall be 
provided free of charge, but thereafter their cost shall be recouped 
to the Board by the Association.

Section 55 provides for payment of an entrance fee by every 
person becoming a member of the Association, except those 
previously enrolled as seafishermen members of the dissolved body. 
Such entrance fee shall be—

(a) for a seafisherman, one shilling,
(b) for any other person, five shillings,

and, in addition, each member shall pay an annual subscription of 
five shillings.

All such fees and subscriptions shall be collected by the Board, 
who shall hold them in trust for the Association and make such 
disbursements therefrom as the Committee may duly request.
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