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BILLI _„v.^nAiJN AN tSEANAID (ROLLA CHOMHALTAI),
1947.

SEANAD ELECTORAL (PANEL MEMBERS) BILL, 1947.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

Th*e primary purpose of the Bill is to give effect to the recom
mendations of the Joint Committee of the Dail and Seanad on the 
method of regulating Seanad panel elections and the definition of 
the electorate for such elections. It was found desirable to do this 
by consolidating statute law on the subject and introducing the new 
provisions in a comprehensive statute.

Many provisions of the Seanad Electoral (Panel Members) Act, 
1937, and the Seanad Electoral (Panel Members) (Bye-Elections) 
Act, 1940, are, therefore, re-enacted in the Bill, which proposes to 
repeal these Acts in their entirety.

The principal recommendations of the Joint Committee are sum
marised as follows in paragraph 35 of their report:—

Par. 4 (i) That a new register of nominating bodies be estab
lished on a somewhat broader basis than the 
present; .

Par. 12 (ii) That in lieu of the appeal committee as at present 
constituted to consider appeals in connection with 
the annual revision of the register an appeal 
board be established consisting of the Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman of each House together 
with a Judge of the Supreme Court or the High 
Court;

Pars. 14 (iii) That the system of nomination of candidates, by
and 15 registered nominating bodies be continued subject

to final selection of candidates by nominating com
mittees for election by the electorate;

Par. 21 (iv) That members of both Houses of the Oireachtas be 
entitled to nominate candidates;

Par. 23 (v) That the present division of each panel into two
sub-panels be continued subject to provision being 
made for a like fixed minimum number of 
members of Seanad Eireann to be elected from 
each sub-panel of a panel;

Par. 28 (vi) Tiiat there be a separate election and a separate 
vote in respect of each panel;

Par. 29 (vii) That the present provisions for postal voting be 
replaced by a system under which the elector shall 
attend before a local returning officer to receive 
his several ballot papers and, forthwith, in the 
presence of the said returning officer shall mark 
them and post them in the postal box specially 
provided for the purpose; Deputy and Senator 
electors being permitted, on notice, either to mark 
their ballot papers as above or in the presence of 
the Seanad Returning Officer at his Office;

Par. 30 (viii) That the electorate be increased to include the 
members of both Houses of the Oireachtas and 
all the members of the Council of each County 
and County Borough;
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Par. 31 (ix) That a casual vacancy caused by the death, etc., Part v* 
of a nominee of a nominating body shall be filled 
by direct election of the appropriate nominating 
committee; and that such a vacancy arising among 
the Oireachtas nominees shall be filled by direct 
election of the members of both Houses of the 
Oireachtas, and

Par. 32 (x) That the Clerk of the Seanad be the Seanad Section 4
Returning Officer.

The references in the right hand colump above are to the pro
visions of the Bill which implement the corresponding recommenda
tions of the Joint Committee.

In view of the general desire to hold the next Seanad Elections 
on the revised basis recommended by the Joint Committee, it will ' • 
be necessary to propose oil Committee Stage the inclusion of tran
sitory provisions to enable such arrangements as are practicable in 
the limited time available to be made. This will involve the 
temporary continuation in force of the existing nominating bodies 
register.

While the Bill has been drafted to give effect to the exact recom
mendations of the Joint Committee in regard to postal voting, it is 
intended to propose on Committee Stage an alternative scheme to 
secure the secrecy of the postal ballot.
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