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INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH AND STANDARDS BILL, 1946.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

1. The Bill is intended to provide for—

(1) the promotion of industrial research, and
(2) the standardisation of industrial commodities, processes an

practices.

For these purposes, provision is made in the Bill for the establishment and 
maintenance of an Institute for Industrial Research and Standards. The 
proposed Institute will be a body corporate with perpetual succession and 
the Institute’s functions are detailed in Section 5. The Institute will be able 
to undertake and encourage scientific research to promote the use of natural 
resources ; to deal with technical processes and practices and to carry out 
tests on commodities intended for sale. The constituent parts of the Institute 
will be—■

(i) the Council of the Institute,
(ii) the Industrial Research Committee,
(iii) the Standards Committee, and
(iv) the Director of Industrial Research and Standards,

whose separate functions are explained hereafter.
The Institute will supersede the existing Industrial Research Council (the 

Emergency Scientific Research Bureau ceased at the end of March, 1945).

2. The Council will consist of the members of the Industrial Research Com
mittee and the members of the Standards Committee who shall be ex-officio 
members of the Council, and, in addition thereto, not more than 50 other 
members, each of whom shall be appointed for his s])ecial attainments. To 
the first Council shall be appointed as many members of the Industrial Research 
Council as are willing and able to act. The first Council shall be appointed 
by the Government and succeeding Councils quinquennial ly by the Minister.

3. The Industrial Research Committee.—This Committee will consist of nine 
members, each of whom shall be appointed for his special scientific attainments 
applied to industry, or because he is capable of giving substantial practical 
assistance in the work of the Institute. The Committee shall be appointed 
triennially by the Minister. The Committee will act in the name and on 
behalf of the Institute on all matters except as otherwise expressly provided in 
the Act, and the acts of the Cdnmittee shall be the acts of the Institute.

4. The standards Committee.—This Committee will consist of seven members 
of whom three shall be members of the Industrial Research Committee. The 
seven members will be appointed by the Minister. The functions of the 
Standards Committee are set out in detail in Section 20 of the Act, and the 
acta of the Committee in exercise of the powers conferred by this Section shall 
be the acts of the Institute.

5. The Director of Industrial Research and Standards.— This officer will be 
appointed by the Minister for Industry and Commerce and his remuneration 
and other conditions of service shall be such as the Minister, after consultation 
with the Minister for Finance, shall determine when appointing him. The 
Director may be removed by the Minister on the Minister’s initiative or on the 
recommendation of the Industrial Research Committee for stated reason** 
The ftinctions of the Director shall be to direct and supervise—



(a) the conduct of research decided upon by the Industrial Research
Committee, and

(b) subject to the directions of the Standards Committee, the formula
tion of specifications in accordance with Section 20 of the Act,

but subject thereto he may, independently of the Industrial Research Com
mittee, conduct such researches as he thinks proper on behalf of the Institute. 
The Director may attend and speak at all meetings of the Council, the Industrial 
Research Committee and the Standards Committee, but he shall not have the 
right to vote at any such meetings. The Director will have power to appoint 
Advisory Committees to consult with and advise him in relation to any of his 
functions, subject, in the case of functions with which the Industrial Research 
Committee or the Standards Committee is concerned, to the prior consent of 
the Committee concerned.

6. Section 18 of the Bill specifies the nature of researches to be carried out 
by the Institute. Discoveries or inventions resulting from researches under
taken by the Institute shall be the property of the Minister, save a discovery 
or invention of the type mentioned in subsection 2 of this section.

7. Provision for Standardisation is made in Part VIII of the Bill. Under 
Section 20 a si>eeification would be prepared by the Institute at the request 
of the Minister for Industry and Commerce, who may then by order declare 
such sjiecification to be a standard specification. Provision is made in 
Section 22 whereby the Minister may by order prescribe a Mark (e.g. “ Irish 
Standard ” or ” T.S.”) for use in connection with a specified commodity, 
process or practice, to indicate that it conforms to a particular standard 
specification. The prescribing of standards for commodities, etc., for which 
another Minister is otherwise empowered to prescribe standards, would be 
subject to the consent of the Minister concerned (Section 20 (4) and 22 (6)). 
Provision is made for the keeping by the Minister for Industry and Commerce of 
registers of standard specifications and standard marks (Section 23), for the 
registration of standard marks abroad (Section 24), for restriction on the 
registration of standard marks (Sections 25 to 27 inclusive), for the grant of 
licences for the use of standard marks (Section 22, subsections 5 to 8), for 
protection against misrepresentation (Section 21) and for the prosecution of 
offences in relation to standard marks and standard specifications (Section 28).

8. Administration of the Institute.—It is proposed that there be mado 
available out of moneys provided by the Oireachtas :—

(а) Grants of such amounts as the Minister, with the concurrence
of the Minister for Finance, might sanction towards defraying 
the whole or any part of the capital cost of hand, buildings and 
equipment for the Institute (Section 30);

(б) An annual grant of £15,000 tow ards the expenses of the administra
tion of the Institute (Section 34 (1) ).

(c) Grants of such amounts as the Minister, with the concurrence of 
the Minister for Finance, might sanction for defraying the whole 
or any part of the costs of special investigations undertaken by 
the Institute, including the cost of any special equipment 
(Section 34 (2) ).

9. Staff. I nder Section 31 the Institute wrill have power to employ such 
staff as is necessary for the performance of its functions. The members of 
the staff will be appointed and removed by the Director, with the approval 
of the Industrial Research Committee which by Section 37 is charged wnth 
the administration of the financial affairs of the Institute. The numbers, 
grades, remuneration, tenure of office and conditions of service of the staff 
of the Institute will be determined by the Director with the approval of the 
Minister, given after consultation with the Minister for Finance. Approval 
would not, however, be required in respect of persons proposed to be employed 
for a period of less than twelve months. Section 32 is intended to provide 
for a superannuation scheme for the staff of the Institute.

10. Scholarships, fees, donations, etc.—Section 33 (1) will allow the Institute, 
subject to the approval of the Minister, to provide scholarships and other 
awards for the training of persons in industrial research. Under Section 33 (2) 
the Institute will have power to render such assistance, financial or otherwise, 
as it thinks proper to persons undertaking research of a kind which the
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Institute is itself authorised to undertake. Section 35 empowers the Institute 
to charge, receive and recover fees for researches, tests, or investigations 
undertaken by the Institute on behalf of any person, other than the Minister. 
Section 36 would allow the Institute to accept gifts of money, land or other 
property.

11. Accounts and annual report.—Under Section 37 the financial affairs of the 
Institute will be administered by the Industrial Research Committee, which 
will have the duty of keeping accounts in approved form, and of submitting 
such accounts for audit by the Comptroller and Auditor-General, to be duly 
laid before each House of the Oireachtas. Under Section 38 an annual report 
of the work of the Institute will be prepared by the Industrial Research 
Committee and duly laid before each House of the Oireachtas.

12. Information to Minister.—Section 39 provides that the Industrial 
Research Committee and the Standards Committee must submit to the 
Minister such information regarding their activities as the Minister may from 
time to time require. Each of these Committees may, with the approval of 
the Minister, publish scientific information in the name of the Institute.

13. Legal proceedings.—Section 40 is designed to protect the Institute, its 
members and staff against legal proceedings.

14. The first and second schedules to the Bill make provision for the appoint
ment, resignation and removal of members of the Council and of the two 
Committees, their terms of office, the filling of vacancies, and procedure. 
Provision Is also made for the appointment of sub-committees.

Roinn Tionnscail aous Trachtala, 
Meitheamh, 1946.

Wt. 18—981. 550. 0/46. C.&Co. (4170).
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