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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

1. The conduct of State Forestry and matters ancillary thereto 
is at present regulated by the Forestry Acts, 1919 and 1928.

2. The Forestry Act, 1919, established the Forestry Commission 
(whose functions in this country are now vested in the Minister 
for Lands), and provided generally for the powers and duties of 
the Commissioners; they were entrusted with the promotion of 
afforestation, and were, inter alia, empowered to acquire land by 
agreement or compulsorily, utilise and manage land for purposes 
connected with forestry, make advances by way of grant or loan 
in respect of the afforestation of land not their property, establish 
or aid in the establishment of woodland industries, authorise 
entry on land adjoining forest land for the purpose of destroying 
rabbits, hares, or vermin thereon, and provide for the compulsory 
provision of facilities for the haulage of timber from any forest 
to a road, etc.

3. The Forestry Act, 1928, extended the powers of the Minister 
for Agriculture (who was at that time charged with the admini
stration of the Forestry Service) by enabling him to require saw- 
millers and timber exporters to furnish information to him in 
regard to the timber handled by them; it amended the provisions 
of the Forestry Act, 1919, in relation to the compulsory acquisi
tion of land, principally with a view to bringing those provisions 
into alignment with the Land Purchase Code; it empowered the 
Minister to control, by prohibition and licence, the felling of trees 
on lands in private ownership and to require, if he so thought fit, 
persons, authorised by him to fell trees, to plant other trees in 
lieu thereof; and it provided certain safeguards against damage 
to any forest by fire originating on adjoining land.

4. The Forestry Bill is intended to replace the Forestry Acts, 
1919 and 1928, which are being repealed in toto. The Bill does 
not introduce new principles and does not confer new powers in 
any major sense. Its purposes are:—

(a) to modernise, amend in detail, and elaborate the provi
sions of the earlier Acts in relation to the general 
powers of the Minister;

(b) to provide more satisfactory machinery for the com
pulsory acquisition of land for forestry;

(c) to rectify flaws in the provisions of the Forestry Act,
1928, relating to the restriction of the felling of trees 
on land not the property of the Minister, and to 
improve those provisions in the light of administrative 
experience since 1928; and

(d) to provide certain specific additional powers for the
Minister for Lands in relation to the extinguishment 
of rights over land held by him, the creation of rights 
of way necessary for the proper administration of 
State Forests, the prevention of damage to trees and 
tree plants by hares, and the prevention of damage to 
forest land by fire originating on adjoining land.

5. The Bill is divided into five parts the main provisions of 
which may be summarised as follows;—



PART I.
6. This Part (Sections 1-8) comprises the short title, com

mencement of the Bill, definitions, repeals, expenses and other 
usual sections which need no comment.

PART II.
7. Section 9 re-enacts with certain amendments those provisions 

of the Forestry Act, 1919. under which the Minister for Lands 
derives his principal powers relating to forestry. None of the 
amendments is significant. Provision is made for the acquisition 
of land and of rights over land for forestry purposes; the 
management, planting, and utilisation of forestry land; the erec
tion or purchase of requisite buildings and execution or purchase 
of other necessary works; the sale, exchange, or letting of land 
no longer required for forestry; the sale or letting of buildings or 
works; the acquisition of standing timber and its sale, whether 
on behalf of the Minister himself or df other persons; the pro
motion generally of the supply, sale, utilisation, and conversion 
of timber; the making of advances by way of grant or loan td 
local authorities or private persons in respect of the aiforestatioil 
of land belonging to them; the planting, development, utilisation, 
etc., of woods or forests llot belonging to the Minister, or the 
giving of advice or assistance in relation to such planting, etc.; 
the establishment of, or the giving of assistance in the establish
ment of, woodland industries; the promotion and development of 
training in forestry; the preparation of statistics, and the making 
of enquiries, experiments, research or surveys, ete. Specific pro
vision is made excluding the sale or letting of land under this 
section from the operation of the State Lands Act, 1924, as it 
has been found that compliance with that Act in the case of 
forestry land involves much administrative difficulty and delay 
in the making of lettings for grazing, etc., of land not suitable 
for forestry or not immediately required for planting.

8. Section 10 repeats generally the provisions of the Forestry 
Act, 1919, relating to the power of the Minister for Lands to 
establish a Consultative Committee to advise on matters relating 
to forestry.

9. Section 11 continues the provisions of the Forestry Act, 
1919, relative to the power of authorised officers appointed by 
the Minister to enter on land for purposes of inspection, etc.

PART III.
10. This Part provides for the extinguishment of easements 

over State Poorest land, the compulsory provision of haulage 
facilities, the creation of rights of way required in connection 
with the management of State Forests, and the compulsory 
acquisition of land for forestry purposes. This Part is divided 
into three Chapters.

11. Chapter l (Sections 12-18) comprises definitions for the pur
poses of Part III generally and Certain omnibus provisions 
in relation to proceedings before the Lay Commissioners of the 
Irish Land Commission and the Appeal Tribunal thereof. It is 
provided in Section 15 that, in the assessment of the value of any 
interest in land or the fixing of compensation under this Part by 
the Lay Commissioners, the standards of value settled by Section 
2 of the Acquisition of Land (Assessment of Compensation) Act, 
1919, shall apply. Section 16 empowers the Lay Commissioners 
and the Appeal Tribunal to award costs in proceedings before them. 
Sections 17 and 18 govern the procedure to be followed by the 
Minister in the actual disbursement of compensation, and provide 
for the payment by the Minister of the costs involved in the pro
duction of title for the purpose; the machinery adopted is based on 
that of the Lands Clauses Acts, subject to the prior discharge of 
any debts due to a Minister of State, or to one of certain statutory 
Commissions, by any person to whom compensation is payable.
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12. <JiwpHr U contains three sections. Section 19 enables the 
Minister for Lands to apply to the Lay Commissioners of the Land 
Commission for an order extinguishing easements in or over land 
held by him; detailed provision is made for an appeal to the Appeal 
Tribunal in respect of an order made or refused by the Lay 
Commissioners, for the payment of compensation, and for the 
assessment of compensation, in default of agreement, by the Lay 
Commissioners, or, on appeal, by the Appeal Tribunal.

13. Section 20 modernises a provision of tin? Forestry Act, 1919, 
enabling the Minister to make an order requiring an owner or 
occupier Of land to afford specified facilities for the haulage of 
timber from any wood or forest to a road, railway, or waterway 
during a period not exceeding twelve months. An order may be 
made in relation to a wood or forest owned by the Minister himself 
or in relation to a wood or forest owned by any other person. The 
person required by an order to afford facilities may apply to the 
Lay Commissioners to revoke the order or alter the facilities speci
fied therein; provision is made for appeal, where necessary, by 
either that person or the person in whose favour the order is made, 
to the Appeal Tribunal in regard to the decision of the Lay Com
missioners on the application. Reasonable rent, wayleave, or com
pensation will be payable in respect of the facilities afforded, and 
will, in default of agreement, be assessed by the Lay Commissioners, 
subject to a right of appeal by either party to the Appeal Tribunal.

14. Section 21 provides for the creation of necessary rights of 
way in favour of the Minister over lands in the vicinity of State 
Forests. Where a right of way is required by the Minister, he 
will apply to the Lay Commissioners, who, if they think fit, may 
make an order providing for the creation of a right of way over 
the land as appurtenant to the State Forest lands, subject to a 
right of appeal by the owner of the servient land to the Appeal 
Tribunal against the order, and in certain circumstances, to an 
appeal, either by such owner or by the Minister, to the Appeal 
Tribunal against the terms of the order; the Minister is also to 
have the right of appeal if the Lay Commissioners refuse to make 
the order. Compensation shall be payable in respect of rights 
created under the section, and shall, in default of agreement, be 
assessed by the Lay Commissioners, subject to a right of appeal 
by either party to the Appeal Tribunal.

15. Chapter ITI deals solely with the compulsory acquisition of 
land by the Minister for Lands for forestry purposes. The exist
ing machinery, under which the authority to acquire land compul
sorily is dependent on the concurrence of the Land Commission but 
all questions of compensation are settled under the Lands Clauses 
Acts, is replaced by a new procedure, retaining the requirement of 
the concurrence of the Land Commission as a necessary pre
liminary to compulsory acquisition but availing of the machinery 
of the Land Commission to settle compensation questions and pro
viding for the assessment of compensation in advance of the final 
acquisition of the land. This latter feature is unusual and is in
tended to meet the peculiar requirements of the Forestry Service. 
The compulsory acquisition of any particular area of land for 
forestry purposes can be desirable only if the compensation pay
able is within the limit of the amount which will permit of the 
economic use of the land for forestry purposes, and it is therefore 
necessary that the Minister should know the total amount of com
pensation payable before finally proceeding to acquire the land.

16. The following is a summary of the main provisions of the
Chapter:—

(a) Section 22 enables the Minister, where he considers it
desirable to acquire land, to require persons having an 
interest therein to furnish particulars of their 
interests;

(b) Section 23 provides for an application by the Minister to
the Lay Commissioners for an order empowering him
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to acquire compulsorily any land which he desires to 
acquire and is unable to acquire by agreement 
expeditiously. Provided the land does not fall into 
certain specified categories of non-acquirable land, 
e.g., land which is the property of a local authority, 
the Commissioners have discretion to make the order, 
subject to appeal, in regard to the order or its terms, 
to the Appeal Tribunal; the Minister may appeal to 
the Appeal Tribunal if the Lay Commissioners refuse 
to make an order. An acquisition order made under 
the section remains in force for a period of two years 
from the date on which it comes into operation;

(c) Sections 24 and 25 provide for the assessment of the
value of any interest in land the subject of an acquisi
tion order, the provisional apportionment of annual 
sums to -which land the subject of an acquisition order 
is subject in conjunction with other land, and the 
assessment of the value of the part of any such annual 
sum so apportioned to the land the subject of the 
order. The assessment, etc., will be effected, on the 
application of the Minister, by the Lay Commissioners, 
subject to a right of appeal to the Appeal Tribunal, 
reserved to both the Minister and the person enjoying 
any such right or to whom any such annual sum is 
payable. Section 26 provides for the provisional 
apportionment of a State annuity where land the sub
ject of an acquisition order is subject, in conjunction 
with other land, to any such annuity;

(d) Section 27 proposes to empower the Minister to make a
vesting order vesting in him in fee simple land which 
is the subject of an acquisition order. Sections 28 and 
29 contain necessary provisions relating to the entry 
of the Minister into possession of land vested in him 
by vesting order;

(e) Sections 30, 31 and 32 provide for the assessment, and.
in certain instances, the allocation, of compensation. 
Section 30 states that compensation shall be payable 
in respect of any interest in land compulsorily 
acquired where such interest is extinguished by the 
vesting order. Section 31 provides for the assessment 
of compensation in respect of each interest; in default 
of agreement, compensation is to be fixed by the Lay 
Commissioners, subject to a right of appeal, by either 
the Minister or the claimant, to the Appeal Tribunal; 
compensation in respect of each interest will be 
assessed separately; if an interest is subject to any 
mortgage, or to a charge subsisting under a settlement 
within the meaning of the Settled Land Acts, 1882 to 
1890, not being a charge having priority to the settle
ment or created for securing money actually raised, the 
compensation in respect of the interest will be assessed 
without reference to the mortgage or charge; where, 
under section 24 or section 25, the value of an interest 
has already been assessed, then the compensation in 
respect of that interest, or the total compensation in 
respect of that interest and of any new interest sub
sequently created out of that interest, shall not exceed 
the amount so assessed. Section 32 provides for the 
allocation of compensation in respect of a mortgaged 
interest; the compensation is to be allocated in such 
manner as to give priority to the mortgagee within the 
limit of the mortgage debt; the allocation will be made 
by the Minister except where the interest is subject to 
more than one mortgage, the compensation is not 
sufficient to discharge the mortgage debts in full, and 
the mortgagees do not agree as to how the compensa
tion is to be allocated, and in that case the com- 
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pensation is to be allocated by the High Court, or, if 
the amount thereof does not exceed one thousand 
pounds, by the Circuit Court. Section 32 also contains 
necessary provision as to the effect of the allocation of 
compensation to a mortgagee on the relations of the 
mortgagor and the mortgagee under the mortgage;

(/) Section 33 provides specially for the more expeditious 
fixation and payment of compensation in respect of 
small parcels of land;

(g) Section 34 provides for the non-application of the Lands 
Clauses Acts, except to the extent already specified.

PART IV.
17. The provisions of this Part relate exclusively to the 

restriction of the felling of trees, and matters connected there
with. The restrictions contemplated are those already in exis
tence under the Forestry Act, 1928, and no new or extended 
prohibition of the felling of trees is proposed. The general 
machinery provided by the Forestry Act, 1928, is being retained 
but elaborated.

18. The basic features of the provisions of this Part are that:—
(i) no tree over ten years old may be uprooted nor may any

tree be cut down unless notice of intention to uproot 
or cut down the tree (a felling notice) has been given 
to the Garda Siochana not less than twenty-one days 
and not more than two years beforehand, except in 
certain specified instances in which there could be no 
reasonable objection to the uprooting or cutting down 
of the tree (Section 37); the limitation of the period of 
effectiveness of a felling notice to two years is an 
elaboration of the Act of 1928 and the excepted 
instances in which felling notices are not required are 
extended;

(ii) when a felling notice has been given, the Minister may
within twenty-one days make a prohibition order 
prohibiting the felling of the tree concerned unless in 
any case in which the tree is being uprooted for the 
purpose of transplantation;

(iii) where the Minister makes a prohibition order, he may
later grant a “ limited felling licence ” authorising 
the felling of the tree concerned within a period of 
twelve months—where the tree belongs to one of a 
number of specified exempted categories, the Minister 
is required to grant the licence; the licences granted 
under the 1928 Act were not limited as to period;

(iv) unless a limited feiling licence relates exclusively to an
exempted tree or exempted trees, the Minister may 
attach thereto either “ replanting conditions ”, 
requiring the licensee to plant trees on specified land 
in his ownership and to preserve them for at least ten 
years, or a “ preservation condition ” or conditions 
requiring the licensee to preserve trees on specified 
land in his ownership, or both replanting conditions 
and a preservation condition or conditions, or a 
“ contributing condition ”, requiring the licensee, 
before availing of the licence, to contribute a specified 
sum towards the expenses of State Forestry;

(v) if the Minister is of opinion that the terms of a limited
felling licence are being abused, he may suspend or 
terminate the licence;

(vi) where it was stated in a felling notice that it was in
tended to transplant a tree, the tree when uprooted 
in pursuance of the notice may not be used otherwise, 
and where it waR claimed in a felling notice that a



tree belonged fep an exempted category, the tree, if 
lawfully uprooted or cut down in pursuance of the 
notice or under the authority of a limited felling 
licence, may not be used for any purpose not in 
accordance with 1hat claim, except under the authority 
of a utilisation (exempted trees) order;

(vii) the Minister may, in suitable cases, grant a utilisation 
(exempted trees) order authorising a tree, which was 
claimed to be an exempted tree, to be used for a pur
pose not in accordance with that claim, subject, where 
he considers it desirable and where reasonable and 
proper, to replanting conditions or a preservation con
dition or conditions or both;

(viii) a tree the use of which for any particular purpose the 
Minister has authorised by a utilisation (exempted 
trees) order, may not, if that purpose is one which is 
claimed in the application for the order to render such 
tree an exempted tree, be used for any other purpose;

(ix) where land is devoted to forestry and managed in
accordance with the principles thereof, the Minister 
may by “ general felling licence ” authorise either or 
both the thinning of a plantation on, and/or the 
clearance of trees from a particular part of, that land 
during a specified period, subject, where the clearance 
of timber from a particular part of the land is 
authorised, to “ afforestation conditions ” requiring 
the licensee to replant the cleared land and to pre
serve the trees planted thereon for a period of at least 
ten years;

(x) no person may injure any tree or remove timber from
any tree in a manner calculated to circumvent the 
other restrictive provisions of this Part;

(xi) if any person is convicted of an offence under this Part
which indirectly had the effect of precluding the 
Minister from imposing replanting or analogous 
obligations on him by way of the attachment of 
conditions to a limited felling licence or a utilisation 
(exempted trees) order, the Minister may make a 
replanting order requiring that person to plant trees 
on specified land in his ownership and to preserve 
those trees for a period of at least ten years;

(xii) wherever the Minister, in relation to a limited felling
licence or an application therefor or a replanting 
order, makes a decision or takes action repugnant to 
the licensee, the applicant for a licence, or the person 
in respect of whom the replanting order is made, such 
licensee, applicant, or other person, may have his 
objection considered by a referee who will report to 
the Minister and in consequence of whose report the 
Minister may, at his discretion, take appropriate action 
to meet the objection; a panel of referees was estab
lished under the Forestry Act, 1928, but its functions 
were confined to the examination of objections to the 
refusal by the Minister to grant felling licences; the 
statutory procedure existing under the Forestry Act, 
1928, is the same as that here proposed.

19. Both the replanting conditions and preservation conditions 
which may be attached to a limited felling licence will be binding 
on the licensee and on his successors in title to the land specified 
in such conditions, and the particular obligations of preservation 
and protection will be binding also on any other person who may 
at any time be in occupation of the land. Where the authority to 
fell trees conferred by a licence is not fully availed of, the 
Minister may, in his discretion, modify replanting conditions or 
a preservation condition or conditions attached to the licence.
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the provision that replanting conditions m&y be attached t6 
lifnited felling licences is based on an analogous provision in the 
Forestry Act, 1928, but the scope of the conditions has been 
widened to express better the intentions of the provision and to 
ensure that trees planted under such conditions will be properly 
planted and preserved until they are old enough to come within 
the restrictive provision of section 37. The new replanting 
conditions will require the licensee to plant specified trees on 
specified land in his ownership within a period not exceeding 
twelve months or such extended period as the Minister may 
allow and to preserve and protect the trees so planted until they 
are at least ten years old and may, if the Minister so thinks fit, 
specifically require the licensee to fence the area on which the 
trees are to be planted as a measure of protection.

20. A “ preservation condition ” or “ preservation conditions ” 
will require the licensee to preserve and protect for a period of 
eleven years from the expiration of the authority conferred by 
the licence trees which are growing, or which in consequence of 
natural regeneration may grow, or which may be planted, on 
specified land in his ownership and may, if the Minister so thinks 
fit, specifically require the licensee to fenee the specified land as 
a measure of protection.

21. Section 42 empowers the Minister to attach to any limited 
felling licence, to which he has not attached either replanting 
conditions or a preservation condition or conditions and which 
does not relate exclusively to exempted trees, a contributing 
condition, requiring the licensee to pay a specified contribution 
towards the expenses of State Forestry before felling any tree 
under the authority conferred by the licence; the licensee may, 
at any time before payment of the contribution, surrender the 
licence with the consent of the Minister, thus providing an avenue 
for the grant of a fresh licence in respect of a different number of 
trees or subject to different statutory conditions; if, on payment of 
the contribution, the licensee does not avail in full of the authority 
to fell trees conferred by the licence, the Minister may, in his dis
cretion, refund the contribution in whole or in part. This section 
is intended to cover instances in which, having regard to the trees 
which the applicant for a licence proposes to fell, the Minister is of 
opinion that grounds exist for the attachment to a licence granted 
to the applicant of replanting or preservation conditions, but is pre
cluded from attaching such conditions to the licence because of 
the non-possession by the applicant of land suitable or properly 
usable for forestry purposes or for other abnormal reasons.

22. Section 44 is concerned with the particular circumstanced 
created by refusal by the Minister to grant a limited felling licence 
in respect of a tree solely for the purpose of preserving amenities. 
Section 11 of the Forestry Act, 1928, dealt with this matter sum
marily by empowering the Minister to pay compensation to the 
owner of any tree the felling of which he refused to authorise 
solely with a view to the preservation of scenic beauty. That 
provision was inadequate and unsatisfactory in so far as the Mini
ster, while compensating the owner of the tree for the restriction 
of his power to dispose thereof, was not empowered to take steps to 
ensure the proper preservation and protection of the tree. Tn the 
amended provision in this section, it is stipulated that the Minister 
shall not refuse an application for a limited felling licence solely 
for the purpose of preserving amenities unless the district plan
ning authority, within the meaning of the Town and Regional 
Planning Acts, 1934 and 1939, within whose planning district the 
tree is situate, consents to such refusal; where a licence is so re
fused, the owner of the land on which the tree stands may re
quire the district planning authority to acquire the site of the 
tree, subject to the right of the district planning authority in such 
case to acquire also other land in the immediate vicinity and 
owned by that person on which there are standing other trees, the 
preservation of which appears necessary for the preservation of 
amenities, any land adjoining the site of the tree or trees being
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acquired which is owned by that person and is needed for the pro
tection of the tree or trees, and any land, or right over land, owned 
by that person which is necessary for the purpose of affording 
convenient access to the site of the tree or trees; where land is 
acquired by a district planning authority under the section, the 
procedure settled by the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, rela
ting to the acquisition of land for the purposes of that Act, as 
amended by later enactments, will be observed, and compensation 
will be payable as provided therein.

23. The provisions of Section 51 are intended to prevent the 
circumvention of the earlier restrictive provisions of this Part 
by making it an offence to remove timber from any tree, other
wise than in accordance with the practice of good forestry or for 
the purpose of preventing grave damage to crops, or to take any 
action in relation to a tree calculated or likely to result in its 
death or decay; the expression cut down ” in relation to a tree 
as defined in section 35 does not prevent the cutting of the trunk 
of a tree at a height of more than six feet from the ground or 
the removal of branches therefrom, and, in the absence of the 
relevant provisions of this section, there would therefore be 
nothing in the Bill to prevent the wholesale removal from a tree 
of all timber apart from a butt of at least six feet in length; such 
drastic removal of timber would interfere with the proper growth 
of a tree; the infliction on a tree of irremediable damage would 
also have the effect of nullifying the application thereto of the 
principal restrictions embodied in this Part in so far as the tree 
would in consequence belong to a category of exempted trees.

24. Section 52 empowers the Minister to make a replanting 
order requiring a person convicted, under sections 37, 39, 45, 47, 
or 51, of an offence in respect of any tree on land owned by him 
to comply with provisions in the order analogous to the replant
ing conditions which may be attached to a limited felling licence; 
such provisions will be binding in like manner as replanting con
ditions attached to a limited felling licence. The offences in 
consequence of which a replanting order may be made are all 
such that, thereby the Minister was directly or indirectly pre
cluded from the imposition on the person who committed the 
offence of obligations in relation to the planting or preservation 
of trees by way of the attachment of conditions accordingly to a 
limited felling licence authorising the felling of the tree in 
respect of which the offence -was committed or to a utilisation 
(exempted trees) order in relation to such tree; the effect of the 
section is therefore solely to ensure that a person committing an 
offence under this Part will not escape obligations to which he 
would have been subject, if he had acted in a lawful manner.

PART V.
25. Section 58 continues a provision of the Forestry Act, 1919, 

empowering the Minister to take steps to prevent damage to 
trees or tree plants by reason of the presence on any land of 
rabbits or vermin; where the Minister is satisfied that such 
damage is taking place, or is liable to take place, he may, after 
giving the occupier of the land an opportunity of destroying the 
rabbits or vermin or otherwise taking steps to prevent such 
damage, authorise any person to enter on the land and 
destroy the rabbits or vermin; the Minister or person may 
recover expenses necessarily and properly incurred from 
the occupier of the land. The expression “ vermin ” is defined 
as including deer and wild animals (other than hares) 
likely to damage trees or plants. The analogous provision in the 
Forestry Act, 1919, related also to hares, but the later provisions 
of the Game Preservation Act, 1930, rendered the provision void 
in so far as it related to hares.

26. Section 59 empowers the Minister to authorise an owner or 
occupier of land to destroy, during a specified period not exceed
ing six months, hares the presence of which on his land is a source 
of damage or potential damage to trees or tree plants on either
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the same land or land in its vicinity; the authority will be con
ferred by the grant of a “ hares (suspension of restrictions on 
destruction) order ”, which will operate to authorise the destruc
tion of hares as provided therein notwithstanding the provisions 
of the Game Preservation Act, 1930. Where the Minister is 
satisfied that the presence of hares on land is a source of damage 
or potential damage as indicated above and, either, the infested 
land is unoccupied and the owner thereof is not resident in the State 
or his address is unknown and not readily ascertainable, or a 
hares (suspension of restrictions on destruction) order made by 
the Minister has expired but satisfactory steps were not taken to 
destroy the hares on the land under the authority conferred by 
the order, the Minister may by order authorise a specified person 
or specified persons to enter on the land on which hares are 
present and destroy the hares during a specified period not 
exceeding twelve months, notwithstanding the provisions of the 
Game Preservation Act, 1930; the Minister or the specified person 
or persons may recover expenses necessarily and properly 
incurred from the occupier.

\S

27. Section 60 proposes to continue a provision contained in 
the Forestry Act, 1928, which required any person, proposing to 
burn shrubs on any land within one mile of a wood not his 
property, to serve notice of his intention on the owner of the 
wood and on the sergeant-in-charge of the Garda Sioehana station 
nearest to such wood; the provision is continued subject to the 
insertion of reference to “ vegetation ” in general in lieu of 
reference to “ shrubs ”. The owner of a wood, on receipt of a 
notice under the section, may serve a counter-notice objecting to 
the proposed burning, and, where injury is caused to a wood by 
the burning of vegetation on adjoining land, the person who 
burned the vegetation will be liable for damages in respect of 
such injury if he failed to give the required notice or, having 
done so, received a counter-notice.

28i Section 61 empowers the Minister to authorise in certain 
circumstances entry on uncultivated land to destroy vegetation 
growing thereon within one hundred and fifty feet of any wood 
where he is satisfied that the wood is liable to be damaged by 
fire originating on the uncultivated land owing to the presence 
thereon of such vegetation; the section is similar to the provision 
in section 58 in relation to the authorisation of entry on land to 
destroy rabbits or vermin thereon.

29. Section 62 will confer on the Minister power, which he at 
(present holds under the Forestry Act, 1928, to require a pro
prietor of a sawmill or factory in which timber is converted from 
the round or rough state, or an exporter of timber in the round 
or rough state, to furnish information to the Minister as to the 
source of supply, volume and variety of timber so sawn or con
verted, or so exported, during a specified period.

30. Section 63 makes it an offence to make any statement, 
materialy false or misleading, in a felling notice, or in an appli
cation for a limited felling licence or a utilisation (exempted 
trees) order or a general felling licence or to furnish any infor
mation, materially false or misleading, in a return made to the 
Minister under Section 62.

31. Section 64 proposes to transfer to the Minister for Agricul
ture powers which are at present exercisable by the Minister for 
Lands under the Destructive Insects and Pests Acts, 1877 to 1929. 
and which, were it not for a relevant provision in the Forestry 
Act, 1919, would belong to the Minister for Agriculture; the 
powers concerned relate to insects and pests destructive only to 
forest trees and timber.

Department of Lands.
Eandir, 1946.
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