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SAORSTAT EIREANN.

BILLE RIALTAIS AITIULA, 1924. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL, 1924.

BILL
entitled

AX ACT TO AMEND THE LAW RELATING TO LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT IN SAORSTAT EIREANN AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES CONNECTED THEREWITH.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS OF SAORSTAT 
EIREANN AS FOLLOWS

PRELIMINARY.

1.—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, the 
expression “ Minister ’’ means the Minister for Local Govern- 

• ment,

the expression “ prescribed ” means prescribed by the Minister,

the expression “ county ” does not include a county borough,

the word “ road ” means any public road and includes any 
bridge, pipe, arch, gulley, fence, railing or wall forming part 
thereof,

the expression “ main road ” means any road which the Minister, 
by his order, declares to be a main road,

the expression “ urban road ” means any road in an urban 
district except a main road.

the expression “ county road ” means any road in a county 
except main roads and urban roads,

the expression “ county scheme ” has the same meaning as in the 
Local Government (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1923 (No. 9 
of 1923),

the expression “ direct labour scheme ” means and includes any 
declaration prepared by the council of a county under the pro
visions of Article 25a of the Procedure of Councils Order, 1899. 
specifying the roads in a rural district to be maintained by direct 
labour, and the scheme formulated for carrying such declaration 
into effect,

the expression “ local authority ” includes—
(i) a county couneil, county borough council, urban district

council, rural district council, board of guardians, or 
the commissioners of any town,

(ii) any public body which is established by or in pursuance
of any statute to perform any of the functions of 

. the above named bodies,
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(iii) any committee or joint committee of or appointed by 
any of the said authorities,

the expression “ board of health ” includes both a board of 
public health and a board of health and public assistance,

the word “ powers ” includes rights, jurisdiction, capacities, 
privileges, and immunities,

the word “ duties ” includes responsibilities and obligations,

the expression “ powers and duties ” includes all powers and 
duties conferred or imposed by or arising under any Local Act, •

the expression “ the appointed day ” means the day appointed 
by the Minister to be the appointed day for the purposes of this 
Act.

the word “ maintenance ” when used in relation to any road, 
includes the widening or other reasonable improvement of such 
road, and cognate words shall be construed accordingly.

PART I.
ABOLITION OF RURAL DISTRICT COUNCILS.

2. —(1) From and after such date, not more than two months Abolition of rural 
from the passing of this Act, as the Minister shall appoint to Ik? district councils, 
the appointed day for the purposes of this Act, all rural district
councils shall cease to exist, and upon the appointed day the 
powers and duties (subject to the provisions of this Act), and the 
property, debts, and liabilities of the council of every rural dis
trict within a county, shall be transferred to the council of such 
county, and the council of such county shall be the successors of 
the council of such rural district.

(2) Any liability of a rural district council which is transferred 
to the council of a county by this section shall be defrayed out of 
the same fund and by means of the same rate out of and by 
means of which such liability would have been discharged before 
the passing of this Act, and the area of charge for the expenses 
of discharging such liability shall be determined in accordance 
with the rules set out in the First Schedule to this Act.

3. —(1) If at the time when any powers, duties, property, or Continuance of 
liabilities are transferred to a county council by this Act, any pending actions 
action or proceeding or any cause of action or proceeding is pend- an<i contracts- 
ing or existing in relation to such powers, duties, property, cr
liabilities by or against the body from which the same are so 
transferred, such action or proceeding, or cause of action or pro
ceeding shall not abate or be prejudicially affected by such trans
fer, but shall continue by or against the county council or (in 
the case of powers or duties exercised through a board of health 
or of property transferred to a board of health under this Act), 
tlm board of health to or by whom the same are transferred or to 
be exercised.

(2) All contracts, deeds, lntuds, agreements, and other instru
ments relating to any powers, duties, property, or liabilities 
transferred to a county council by this Act and the terms or 
provisions of which are not .fully executed or completed at the 
date of such transfer, shall Ik? of as full force and effect against 
or in favour of such county council or (in the case of powers or 
duties exercised through a board of health or of property trans
ferred to a board of health under this Act) the board of health 
to or by whom the same are transferred or to Ik? exercised, and 
may Ik? enforced against or by such county council or board of 
health as fully and effectually as if such county council or board 
of health had l>ecn named as a party thereto instead of the body 
from which such powers, duties, property, or liabilities are tra\s- 
ferred.
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Public bodies 
elected by rural 
district councils.

4.—(1) Any joint board, committee, or authority, all of whose 
members were, prior to the passing of this Act, elected or 
appointed by the councils of rural districts situate in the same 
county health district shall, from and after the appointed day, 
cease to exist, and the powers, duties, property, and liabilities 5 
of such joint board, committee, or authority shall be transferred 
to the council of the county in which such county health district 
is situate, and such powers and duties shall be exercised and 
performed by such county council through and by the board 
of health for such county health district. 10

(2) The members of any public body in office on the appointed 
day who were appointed or elected by the council of a rural 
district shall cease to hold office on the appointed day, and 
where, prior to the passing of this Act, it was the duty of the 
council of a rural district in a county to elect members of any 15 
public body, it shall, from and after the appointed day, be the 
duty of the council of such county to elect such members of 
such public body.

This sub-section shall not apply to any public body to which 
the first sub-section of this section applies. 20

Periodical pay
ments by rural 
district councils.

5—Whenever under any enactment passed prior to the 
passing of this Act the Council of a rural district is empowered 
or directed (as the case may be) to make any periodical pay
ment in respect of any port, fishery, drainage works, burial 
works, or other similar matter, the board of health for the county 25 
health district in which such rural district is situate shall be 
empowered or directed (as the case may require) to make such 
payment and the amo*unt thereof shall be charged upon the 
area of such rural district at the date of the passing of this 
Act. 30

Poor law guar- 6.—In every county health district in a county to which for 
dians to be elected the time being no county scheme relates, poor law guardians 
where no county shau afjer the appointed day be elected on the like days and 
scheme. jn the same manner in all respects as members of rural district

councils are now required by law to be elected.

PART n.

PUBLIC HEALTH.

County to be 7.—(1) Prom and after the appointed day, and subject to
one rural sani- the provisions of sub-section (2) of this section, the area of
tary district every county, with the exception of those portions (if any) of 40
except in certain that* area which are included in urban districts, shall for all 

purposes form one rural sanitary district within the meaning 
of the Public Health (Ireland) Acts, 1878 to 1919, and the 
council of such county shall be the sanitary authority for such 
rural sanitary district, and such rural sanitary district shall 45 
be called by the name of the county health district with the 
addition of the name of the county.

(2) At the request of the council of any county, the Minister 
may by order direct that there shall be in such county two or 
more rural sanitary districts, and in such case the Minister by 50 
his said order shall determine the boundaries of such rural sani
tary districts, and the council of such county shall be the sanitary 
authority for each such rural sanitary district, and each such 
rural sanitary district shall be called by the name of the county 
health district with the addition of the name of the county and 55 
of such distinguishing name as the Minister shall direct.

Duties of county 
councils as sani
tary authorities 
to be performed 
by boards of 
health.

8.—(1) In even* county health district—
(a) in a county to which for the time being no county 

scheme relates, or
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(6) adjoining a county borough and situate in a county to 
which a joint county scheme for such county borough 
and county relates,

the powers and duties of the council of such county as sanitary 
authority for such district shall, save as is otherwise provided by 
this Act, be exercised and performed through and by a board to 
be established in such county health district and to be called the 
board of public health.

(2) In every county health district in a county to which a 
county scheme for the time being relates other than those referred 
to in paragraph (6) of sub-section (1) of this section, the powers 
and duties of the council of such county as sanitary authority for 
such district shall, save as is otherwise provided by this Act, be 
exercised and performed through and by the board of health as 
defined by such county scheme, and such board of health shall be 
known as the board of health and public assistance, for such 
county health district.

(3) Any property transferred to the council of a county by this 
Act may be transferred by such council by order under their seal 
to the board of public health pr the board of health and public 
assistance of any county health district in such county, and every 
such order shall operate as an effective conveyance of such pro
perty according to the terms of such order, but such order shali 
not require to l>e stamped as a conveyance or transfer of properly.

9. —(1) The borrowing powers of a county council as rural 
sanitary authority for a county health district under the Public 
Health (Ireland) Acts, 1878 to 1919, shall lie exercised directly by 
such county council, and shall not be delegated by virtue of this 
Act or otherwise to a board of health.

(2) Moneys borrowed before the appointed day by the council 
of a rural district and the liability for which is transferred by 
this Act to a county council, and moneys borrowed after the ap
pointed day by such county council as sanitary authority for a 
county health district, shall not be reckoned as part of the total 
debt of such county council for the purpose of the limitation on 
borrowing imposed by a sub-article (2) of Article 22 of the 
Schedule to the Local Government (Application of Enactments) 
Order, 1898.

10. —(1) Every board of public health shall be a body cor
porate and shall have perpetual succession and a common seal, 
w’ith.power to acquire and hold land for the purpose of their 
powers and duties. «

(2) The constitution, proceedings, and accounts of boards of 
public health, and the tenure of office of the members thereof, 
shall be regulated by the Rules contained in the Second Schedule 
to this Act.

11. —(1) A board of public health may from time to time 
appoint such and so many committees, of either a general or a 
special nature, as the board shall think fit for any purposes which 
in the opinion of the board w'ould be better regulated or managed 
by such committees, and may at any time revoke in whole or ir 
part the appointment of any such committee or any power or 
authority conferred thereon.

(2) Every committee appointed under this section shall consist 
of not less than three members, and may be composed either 
wholly of members of the board of public health or partly of such 
members and partly of other persons.

(3) The acts of every committee appointed under this section 
shall be subject to confirmation by the board of public health, 
save that the board may, with the sanction of the Minister, dis
pense writh the necessity for such confirmation in respect of any 
specified act or class of acts to be done by any specified com
mittee,

Borrowing 
powers of county 
councils.

Incorporation of 
boards of public 
health and regu
lation of their 
proceedings.

Appointment of 
committees of 
boards of public 
health.



(4) The quorum, procedure, and place of meeting of any com
mittee appointed under this section, and the area (if any) within 
which any such committee is to exercise its functions, shall be 
such as may be appointed by regulations to be made by the board 
of public health with the approval of the Minister.

(5) Save as is authorised by this section, it shall not be law
ful for a board of public health to delegate any of its powers 
or duties to a committee.

Finance of 12.—(1) A board of health shall be subject to such conditions
boards of health. or restrictions in relation to expenditure as the county council 

may impose with the consent of the Minister.
(2) The money required to meet the expenses of a board of 

health in the exercise and performance of their powers and duties 
under this Act shall be supplied by the county council to the 
board of health on an annual estimate < and demand by the board 
of health,,and shall be estimated, demanded, and paid in the

• . same manner as the expenses of a rural district council have been
heretofore estimated, demanded, and paid, or in such other 
manner as may be prescribed.

(3) The expenses of a board of health incurred in the perform
ance of the duties of the county council as sanitary authority 
for a county health district shall be raised by the county council 
in such county health district by means of the poor rate.

(4) Section 232 of the Public Health (Ireland) Act. 1878, shall 
be amended by the substitution for the areas situated in a rural 
sanitary district therein defined as contributory places for the 
purposes of the said Act, of the following areas:—

(a) the townland,-
(b) the dispensary district,
(c) the area of the rural district as constituted on the ap

pointed day,
(d) such portions of any of the above-mentioned areas as

may be determined by the Minister.

Committees of 13.—From and after the appointed day, the committees ap-
eounty councils pointed by county councils and mentioned in the Third Schedule
to be abolished. tQ thig Aet sban cease to exjst, and the powers, duties, property,

and liabilities of every such committee shall be transferred to 
the council of the county by which such committee was appointed, 
and such powers and duties in so far as they relate to any county 
health district shall be exercised and performed by and through 
the board of health for such county health district.

Adoptive acts to 14.—Notwithstanding any provision in any of the enactments 
apply throughout mentioned in the Fourth Schedule to this Act whereby such
Saorstat Eireann. enactment or any portion thereof only extends to the districts

or places to or in which such enactment or portion thereof has 
been applied or adopted by order or resolution of any authority, 
the provisions of each of the said enactments shall, from and 
after the passing of this Act, extend to and be in full force and 
effect in every part of Saorstdt Eireann.

Duties of the 15.—It shall be the duty of the Minister in the exercise and
Minister inf®la' performance of his powers and duties, to take all such steps as 
tion to health. ^ be (leairaWe to secure the preparation, effective carrying

out, and co-ordination of measures conducive to the health of 
the people, including measures for (a) the prevention and cure 
of diseases, including the avoidance of fraud in connection with 
alleged remedies therefor; (b) the treatment of physical and 
mental defects, including the treatment and care of the blind; 
(c) the initiation and direction of research, and the collection, 
preparation, publication, and dissemination of information and 
statistics relating thereto; (d) the training of persons for health 
services.
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16. —(1) It shall be lawful for the Minister by order to estab- Consultative 
iish consultative councils for giving, in the manner prescribed councils-
by the order, advice and assistance to the Minister in connection 
with such matters affecting or incidental to the health of the 

5 people as may be specified in the order.
(2) Payments may be made by the Minister, out of moneys 

annually voted by the Oireachtas, to members of consultative 
councils and committees thereof, to such extent as may be sanc
tioned by the Minister for Finance, in respect of the following

10 matters, that is to say—
(a) repayment of travelling expenses,
(b) payment of subsistence allowance,
(c) reasonable compensation for loss of remunerative time.

(3) Every consultative council established under this section 
15 shall consist of persons having practical experience of the mat

ters in respect of which they are to give advice or assistance.

17. —(1) A tent, van. shed, or similar structure used for human Tents and vans 
habitation, which is in such a state as to be a nuisance or inju- used fo.r human 
rious to health, or which is so overcrowded as to be injurious habltatlon-

20 to the health of the inmates (whether they are or are not mem
bers of the same family), shall be deemed to be a nuisance 
within the meaniug of section 107 of the Public Health (Ireland)
Act, 1878, and the provisions of that Act shall apply accordingly.

(2) A sanitary authority may make bye-laws for promoting 
25 cleanliness in, and the habitable condition of, tents, vans, sheds, 

and similar structures used for human habitation, and for 
preventing the spread of infectious disease by the persons 
inhabiting the same, and generally for the prevention of nuisances 
in connection with the same.

30 (3) Where any person duly authorised by a sanitary authority
has reasonable cause to suppose either that there is in any tent, 
van, shed, or similar structure used for human habitation any • 
contravention of the provisions of this section or any bye-law 
made under this section or that there is in any such tent, van,

35 shed, or structure any person suffering from a dangerous 
infectious, disorder, he may, on producing (if demanded) either 
a copy of his authorisation purporting to be certified by the 
clerk or a member of the sanitary authority or some other suffi
cient evidence of his being authorised as aforesaid, enter by 

40 day such tcht, van, shed, or structure, and examine the same 
and every part thereof in order to ascertain whether in such 
tent, van, shed, or structure there is any contravention of any 
such bye-law or a person suffering from a dangerous infectious 
disorder.

45 (4) For the purpose of this section “ day ” means the period
between six o’clock in the morning and the succeeding nine 
o’clock in the evening.

(5) If such person is obstructed in the performance of his duty 
under this section, the person so obstructing shall be guilty of

5Q an offence under this section and shall be liable, on summary 
conviction, to a fine not exceeding forty shillings.

(6) Nothing in this section shall apply to any tent, van, shed, 
or structure erected or used by any portion of the Defence or 
Police Forces of Saorstat Eireann.

55 18.—(1) Every board of health shall appoint, with the approval County medical
of the Minister, a medical officer of health for their county officers of health, 
health district, and such officer shall be known as the County 
Medical Officer of Health with the addition of. the. name of the 
county in which such district is situated, and where there is 

60 more than one county health district in such county, with the 
addition of the distinguishing name of such district.

(2) The county medical officer of health shall be a sanitary 
officer within the meaning of section 11 of the Public Health 
(Ireland) Act. 1878.

9



(3) The duties of every county medical officer of health shall 
be such duties as may be prescribed, and also such other duties 
as may be assigned to him by the board of health with the 
approval of the Minister.

(4) As from the appointed day the office of medical super
intendent officer of health of a rural sanitary district shall be 
abolished and the powers and duties of such officer transferred 
to the county medical officer of health.

(5) Every county medical officer of health, and any other 
sanitary officer in respect of whom the Minister shall so direct, 
of a county health district shall devote the whole of his time 
to the service of the county in which such district is situate, 
save that if such county medical officer of health or other sani
tary officer is appointed by the council of an urban district in 
such county with the consent of the Minister to an office the 
duties of which are in the opinion of the Minister the same as 
or similar to the duties of such officer under the board of health, 
such officer shall hold such office under such urban district 
council and shall nevertheless be deemed to devote his whole 
time to the service of such county.

10
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PART III.
ROADS.

19. —From and after the appointed day :—
(а) the maintenance and construction of all roads in a county

not situate in an urban district shall be the duty of 25 
the council of such county:

(б) the maintenance and construction of all roads in an
urban district shall be the duty of the council of such 
urban district.

20. —From and after the appointed day :—
(a) the Minister may, on the application of the council in

whom the duty of maintaining any road other than 
a main road is vested under the provisions of this Act, 
by order to be published in such manner as he shall 
direct, declare that such road is to be abandoned, and 
from and after the date of such erder no expenditure 
shall be incurred by such council in respect of the 
maintenance of such road, but such order shall not 
affect the right of way of the public over the surface 
of such road;

(b) when a council proposes to apply to the Minister for
an order under this section, the council shall before 
making such application, give public notice of their 
intention so to do by advertisement at least once in 
each of two successive weeks in one or more of the 
newspapers circulating in their functional area, the 
latest of such advertisements being published at least 
fourteen days before the application is made;

(c) no order shall be made under this section until proof of
such advertisement as aforesaid has been given to the 
satisfaction of the Minister, and until at least one 
month has elapsed after the publication of the latest 
of such advertisements.

21. —From and after the appointed day :—
(а) the expenses of maintaining and constructing county and 55

main roads and abandoning county roads shall be 
raised and defrayed out of the poor rate;

(б) the expenses of maintaining or constructing any main
road in a county shall be raised equally over the whole 
of such county; 60

(c) the expenses of maintaining, constructing or abandoning
any county road in a county shall be raised equally 
over the whole of such county excluding any urban 
district; 65

(d) the expenses of maintaining or constructing or abandon
ing any urban road in an urban district shall be 

■ defrayed out of the fund or rate out of which the cost
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of paving and cleansing the streets in such district are 
or can be defrayed, but shall be excluded in ascertain
ing any limit imposed by law upon any such rate;

(e) the council of an urban district shall pay to the council 
5 of the -county in which such urban district is situate

so much off the cost of the maintenance and construc
tion of that portion of the main roads in such county 
not situate in such urban district as is chargeable to 
such urban district;

10 (/) the council of a county shall pay to the council of any
urban district situate in such county so much of the 
cost of the maintenance and construction of the main 
roads in such urban district as is chargeable on such 
county exclusive of such urban district; 

jjj (g) the provisions of this section shall take effect notwith
standing any provision to the contrary in any Local 

* Act or in any Provisional Order confirmed by or 
having the force of an Act, in force at the date of 
the passing of this Act.

2,| 22.—(1) Money borrowed by the council of a county, county Provisions as to
borough, or urban district, for the purpose of the repair of any borrowing, 
damage (including total destruction) done to any road at any 
time prior to the 20th day of March, 1923, shall not be reckoned 
as part of the total debt of such council for the purpose of any 

05 limitation on borrowing imposed by any enactment relating to 
borrowing by such council.

(2) The repayment of so much as is on the appointed day out
standing and unexpended pf any loan borrowed before the passing 
of this Act by the council of any county for the purpose of the 

30 construction or maintenance of any- road, shall, from and alter 
the passing of this Act, be charged on the area upon which the 
expense of such construction and maintenance would be charged 
under the provisions of this Act.

23._(1) The county surveyor of a county, and also eveiA con- Power to dig for
35 tractor for any work to be executed in pursuance of a resolution 

of the council of a county, shall, subject to the provisions of this 
section, have power and authority:—

40
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(a) to dig for, raise and earn" away in or out of any land 
to which this section applies situate in such county or 
in an adjoining county, any gravel, stone, sand, or 
other material which may be required for the con
struction, repair or preservation of any road;

(b) to dig for, raise and carry away out of any river or 
brook in such county or in an adjoining county at a 
distance of at least a hundred and fifty feet above or 
below any bridge, dam, or weir, any gravel, stone, sand, 
or other material which may be required for the con
struction, repair or preservation of any road, where 
the same can be taken away without diverting or 
rupting the course of the river or brook, or prejudicing 
or damaging any building, highway, ford, or spawning

(c) to make and repair drains in or through any land to 
which this section applies in order to carry off water 
which might injure any road:

(d) to enter, subject to the provisions of this section, on
any land to which this section applies in order to do 
anything which they are empowered to do by this sub
section; . , , ,

(e) subject to the provisions of this section, and for the 
purpose of obtaining access to and from any land, 
river, or brook upon or in which any of the powers 
conferred on them by this sub-section are to be exer
cised, to enter on and pass through any land to which 
this section applies, lying between such land and a 
public road.



(2) It shall not be lawful for any such county surveyor or 
contractor to enter on or pass over any land for the purpose 
of exercising their powers under this section, against the will 
of the occupier thereof, without the previous order of a Justice 
of. the District Court, which order any Justice of the District 5 
Court is hereby authorised and required to grant on being 
satisfied that the exercise of the powers proposed is reasonable, 
having regard to the convenience and cost of any alternative 
method of obtaining the material or access sought, or of making
or repairing the drain to be made or repaired, the character of 10 
the land, and all the circumstances of the case.

(3) The couhcil of the county shall pay to the owner or 
occupier of any land, upon which are exercised the powers con
ferred by this section on the county surveyor of that county or
a contractor to that council, compensation for the damage done 151 
by breaking the surface of or making a passage through the land, 
but no other compensation whatever, except that where any 
gravel, stone, sand, or other material is taken from any pravel-pit, 
quarry, sand-pit in existence and being bona fide worked at the 
time of the exercise of sueh powers, the value of such gravel, stone, 20 
sand, or other material shall be included in such compensation.

(4) The amount of the compensation to be paid under the 
foregoing sub-section shall in default of agreement be deter
mined, on the application of the owner or occupier of the land,
by a Justice of the District Court whose determination shall be 25 
final.

(5) This section applies to all land except land bona fide used 
as a garden or pleasure ground, or for the amenity or convenience 
of a dwelling house.

(6) In this section the expression “ Justice of the District 30 
Court ” shall until the coming into operation of Part III. of the 
Court of Justice Act, 1924 (No. 10 of 1924), include a District 
Justice and a Divisional Justice of the Police pistrict of Dublin 
Metropolis

Regulations in 
regard to roads. 24.—(1) The Minister may make regulations prescribing:—

(tf) the nature and quality of the materials which may be 
used in the maintenance and construction of roads;

(b) the size, shape, colour, and character of the signs to be
erected on roads for the purpose of—

(i.) indicating the places to which the road leads, 
and the distances to such places;

(ii.) indicating the distances on the road;
(iii.) warning persons using the road of dangerous 

portions thereof;
(iv.) guiding traffic on the road with a view to 

minimising the risk of accidents;
(c) the places at which the several signs hereinbefore men

tioned are to be erected;
(d) the conditions upon which such signs as aforesaid may be

erected or retained on land adjoining any road by the 
owner or occupier, thereof;

(e) the signals by which persons using roads can indicate
their intentions to other such persons.

(2) Every regulation made under this section shall be laid 
before each House of the Oireachtas as soon as may be 
after it is made, and if a resolution is passed by either House of 
the Oireachtas within the next subsequent tiyenty-one days on 
which such House has sat after the regulation is laid before it 
annulling the regulation, the regulation shall be annulled 
accordingly but without prejudice to the validity of anything 
previously done under such regulation.

(3) The council entrusted by this Act with the maintenance of 
any road—
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'a) shall not use in the maintenance of such road any 
material of a nature or quality contrary to regula
tions made under this section, and

(b) shall erect and maintain on such road such and so many
5 of the signs prescribed by the regulations made under

this section and in such places as shall be necessary 
to comply with such regulations', and

(c) shall not erect on such road any sign in contravention
of such regulations.

10 (4) The expenses of erecting and maintaining any sign in
accordance with such regulations as aforesaid on any road shall 
be part of the expenses of the maintenance of that road.

(5) If it appears to a District Justice or a Divisional Justice 
of the Police District of Dublin Metropolis, or, after the coming

15 into operation of Part III. of the Courts of.Justice Act, 1924 (No.
10 of 1924), a Justice of the District Court, that any sign such 

vas is referred to in this section is erected or retained on land 
adjoining any road contrary to any regulation made under this 
section, he may on the application of any police officer or of any * •

20 officer of the council to whom the maintenance of such road is 
entrusted by this Act, order the removal of such sign, and, if he 
thinks it advisable, by such order authorise such officer to enter 
on such land for the purpose of removing such sign.

(6) If any person, without lawful authority, removes, defaces,
25 or otherwise injures any such sign as is mentioned in this sec

tion, he shall be guilty of an offence under this section and shall 
be liable on summary conviction thereof to a fine not exceeding
ten pounds or, at the discretion of the court, to imprisonment ,
for a term not exceeding one month.

30 25.—Every direct labour scheme under which the roads in a Validation of cer-
rural district were actually repaired and maintained during the tein direct labour 
whole or any part of the period beginning on the 1st day of schemes*
April, 1920, and ending on the 31st day of December, 1923. shall 
be deemed to have been legally in force during such time as the 

35 said roads were repaired and maintained thereunder notwith
standing any illegality or invalidity in such scheme arising from 
any of the following causes, that is to say:—

(а) the approval required by law not having been obtained,
(б) the period prescribed by law for the duration of the

40 scheme having expired,
(c) the scheme having been adopted for a less period than 

that prescribed by law for the duration of a direct 
labour scheme.

26.—(1) Every direct labour scheme which was or is deemed Duration of direct 
45 by virtue of this Act to have been legally in force in any rural labour scheme, 

district on the 31st day of December, 1923, shall, subject to the 
provisions of this section, continue in force up to such date as 
the Minister shall appoint. r \ / >

(2) Every direct labour scheme which shall be approved of 
50 by the Minister after the passing of this Act, shall, subject to

the provisions of this section, continue in force for such period 
as the Minister shall appoint.

(3) Any period appointed by the Minister under this section 
for the duration of a direct labour scheme may at any time

55 and from time to time be extended by the Minister for such 
further period or periods as he shall think proper, and any 
period so appointed or any extension thereof under this section 
may at any time be curtailed by the Minister by such amount 
as he shall think proper.

fO (4) Every such direct labour scheme as is mentioned in this 
section shall expire at the end of the period or of the extended 
or curtailed period (as the case may be) appointed by the Minister 
under this section for the duration thereof.

13
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27.—Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary contained 
in any enactment relating to the recovery or application of 
excise penalties, any penalty imposed by the Roads Act, 1920, 
as amended by section 14 of the Finance Act, 1922, may be 
recovered and enforced upon an information by any member 5 
of the Dublin Metropolitan Police or the Garda Siochana before 
a court of summary jurisdiction, and in any such case the court 
shall have power to. mitigate the penalty to such amount as the 
court may in its discretion think fit. -

PART IV. 10

SUPERANNUATION, ETC.

28. —In this part of this Act,
the expression “ local body ” means and includes every local 
authority except a committee of management of a district lunatic 
asylum, * * 15
the expression “ pensionable officer ” means any permanent officer 
who either

(а) devotes the whole of his time to the service of one or 
more local authorities, or

(б) is required by virtue of his office to be a registered 20 
medical practitioner, nurse, or midwife,

the expression “ emoluments ” includes all fees, poundage, and 
other payments made to an officer as such for his own use, and 
also the money value of any apartments, rations or other allow
ances in kind appertaining to his office, • 25
the expression “yearly salary and emoluments” means in rela
tion to an officer who has served for not less than three years, the 
average amount of his salary and emoluments during the three 
years ending on the quarter day which immediately precedes the 
day on which he ceases to hold his office, and in relation to an 30 
officer who has served for less than three years, the average 
amount of his salary and emoluments during each completed year 
of his service.

29. —(1) A local body may with the consent of the Minister
grant to a pensionable officer in their employment, who either— 35

(a) has attained the age of sixty-five years and has at least 
twenty years’ service, or

(&) becomes incapable Of discharging the duties of his office 
with efficiency by reason of permanent infirmity of 
mind or body, or of old age, and has not less than ten 40 

' years’ service, \ «,
upon his resigning or otherwise ceasing to hold his office an 
annual allowance for his life not greater than an allowance calcu
lated according to the scale laid down in Part 1 of the Fifth 
Schedule to this Act. 45

(2) A local body may, with the consent of the Minister, grant 
to a pensionable officer in their \employment who has'at least 
ten years’ service, and

(a) who is removed from his office for a cause other than
misconduct or incapacity, or 50

(b) whose office is abolished, or
(c) whose position has, in the opinion of the Minister, been 

materially altered to his detriment owing to changes in 
the conditions of his employment made without reason
able cause, and who resigns his office with the consent 55 
of the Minister,

an annual allowance for his life not greater than two-thirds of 
his yearly salary and emoluments.

14
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(3) A local body may, with the consent of the Minister, grant 
to a pensionable officer in their employment, whose service is 
less than ten years and who ceases to hold his office in such 
circumstances that if his service, were not less than ten years 
an allowance could have been granted to him under the foregoing 
sub-section, a gratuity not greater than one-sixth of his yearly 
salary and emoluments for each completed year of his service.

(4) Subject as hereinafter provided, in ascertaining for tne 
purposes of this part of the Act, the service of an officer at 
the date when he ceases to hold his office, the whole of the period 
during which on such date such officer has held a pensionable 
office under any local body or bodies shall be reckoned; ,

Provided that—
(a) the period during which such officer has held office

under any local body other than the local body grant
ing an allowance or gratuity to him or a committee 
thereof shall not be reckoned unless it exceeds two 
years, and

(b) no period of service shall be reckoned in respect of which
the officer has received superannuation or other com
pensation under this or any other enactment.

(5) If an officer of a local body is aggrieved by the neglect 
or refusal of the local body to grant him an allowance or gratuity 
under this section, or with the amount of any allowance or 
gratuity7 granted him by the local body, he may within six 
months of his ceasing to hold his office appeal to the Minister 
who may thereupon grant to such officer any allowance or 
gratuity which in his opinion should have been granted to such 
officer by the local body under this section and such officer shall 
thereupon be entitled to receive such allowance or gratuity from 
the local body.

30. —Whenever an allowance or gratuity is payable by a local 
body (in this section called “ the paying body ”) to any person 
under this Act in respect of his ceasing to hold office under them, 
and in ascertaining the service of such officer at the date of 
such cesser any service under another local body (in this sub
section called “ the contributing body ”) has been aggregated 
and reckoned, the contributing body shall refund to the paying 
body a part of such allowance or gratuity reckoned according 
to the service and pay of such officer under the contributing 
body and to the circumstances under which he has ceased to 
hold office under the paying body, and such part shall be settled 
by agreement between the two bodies, or in default of agreement 
by the Minister.

31. —The holding by an officer of a local body of the office of 
Clerk to an Old Age Pensions Committee or a National Insur
ance Committee, or the office of Registration Officer under the 
Electoral Act, 1923, or any office under a SehooL Attendance 
Committee under the Irish Education Act, 1892, shall not be 
deemed, for the purpose of this Part of this Act, to deprive him 
of the status of a pensionable officer, but the salary or emoluments 
of such office shall not be taken into account in ascertaining the 
compensation which may be granted to such officer under this 
Part of this Act.

32. —(1) Whenever, under this or any other Act, an officer of 
a local body, on the ground of incapacity to perform his duty, 
is entitled to receive or has been granted an allowance in respect 
of his ceasing to hold his office, the local body shall, until such 
officer attains the age of sixty-five years, satisfy themselves, 
yearly or otherwise, that the incapacity continues.

(2) In the event of the incapacity ceasing before such officer 
has attained the age of sixty-five yeaYs, the local body may 
cancel such allowance and may require him to resume his office

15
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or any like office at a rate of salary and emoluments (if any) 
not less than the rate which he received before he ceased to hold 
such office.

(3) When an officer resumes *his office under this section the 
provisions of this Part of this Act shall apply as if he had not 5 
previously retired, save that the time which elapsed between his 
former retirement and such resumption of office shall not be 
reckoned as service.

Employment of 
pensioners of 
local bodies by 
other local 
bodies.

33.—(1) Whenever a person who ik in receipt of an allowance 
under this or any other Act on account of his having, whether 10 
before or after the passing of this Act, ceased to hold an office 
(in this section referred to as “ the former office ”) under a local 
body, is or has been appointed to any office or employment (in 
this section referred to as “ the later office ”) by any other local 
body, then 15

(</) if the annual amount of the profits of the later office are 
equal to or greater than the yearly salary and emolu
ments of the former office, the allowance aforesaid 

.shall cease to be paid so long as such person continues 
to hold the later office, and oq

(b) if the annual amount of the profits of the later office 
are less than the yearly salary and emoluments of the 
former office, no more of the allowance aforesaid shall 
be paid to such person while he continues to hold the 
later office than, with the annual amount of the profits 25 
of the later office, will be equal to the salary and 
emoluments of the former office.

(2) Where an allowance is reduced under this section, the 
amount (if any) contributed thereto by any local body other 
than the local body by which the allowance was granted shall be 30 
reduced in the same proportion as the total allowance is reduced.

Officers of com
mittees of local 
bodies.

34.—The amount of any allowance or gratuity granted to an 
officer of a committee of a county council, an' urban district coun
cil, or a borough council, or to an officer of a joint committee of 
any two or more of such councils under this Part of this Act, shall 
be paid to such officer by such council or councils out of the 
county, district, or borough fund, as the case may be, and in the 
case of an officer of a joint committee in such proportions as may 
be agreed upon or, in default of agreement, as may be determined 
hy the Minister.

35

40

Prohibition of 
alienation of 
pension.?, etc.

35.—(1) Every assignment of and every charge on and every 
agreement to assign or charge an allowance or gratuity under 
this Part of this Act shall be void.

(2) No allowance or gratuity granted under this Part of this 
Act shall be capable of being taken in execution or otherwise 45 
alienated by process of law for the payment of any debts or 
liabilities of the person to whom such allowance or gratuity was 
granted.

Superannuation 36.—Whenever, under the provisions of any public or local
of employees. Act, a local body is empowered to grant to any of its employees, 50 

other than officers, an allowance in respect of the loss of his em
ployment, Section 28, sub-sections (1) and (2) of Section 29, Sec
tions 32, 33. 34 and 35 of this Act shall be substituted for such 
provisions, and shall apply to the granting of such allowances, and 
to such allowances when granted with the following modifications, 55 
that is to say :—

(fl) ip such application the words “ office ” and “ officer ” 
shall include “employment” and “employee” re
spectively, and the word “salary” shall include 
“ wages;” 60

(h) in calculating am employee’s service only the continuous 
service of such employee under such local body at the 
late of the loss of su^h employment shall be reckoned,

16
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(e) no allowance shall be granted to an employee under this 
section whose service is less than the period of service 
required by such public or local Act as a condition of 
his being granted an allowance thereunder.

„ 37.—No superannuation allowance shall be granted without the
consent of the Minister to any officer or servant employed in a 
district or auxiliary asylum who, under the provisions of Section 
Twenty of the Asylum 'officers Superannuation Act, 1909, signified 
his intention not to avail himself of the provisions of that Act.

J0 38.—Every person who at the date of the abolition of a com
mittee of a county infirmary or a county fever hospital (whether 
before or after the passing of this Act) under or in pursuance 
of section 7 of the Local Government (Temporary Provisions) 
Act, 1923, was or shall have been an officer of that committee, 

15 and, except in the case of a medical officer, devoted the whole 
of his time to the service of the committee, if his period of service 
under such committee was, or shall have been, not less than ten 
years, shall have the same rights to receive an allowance from 
the county or county borough council or councils to which or 

20 to a committee of which the functions of the committee afore
said have been transferred on its abolition as he would have 
under this Act if he were a pensionable officer of a committee 
or joint committee of the said council or councils and had held 
office thereunder for a period equal to his period of service under 

25 the committee aforesaid, and had "been removed from such office 
for a cause other than misconduct or incapacity.

39.—(l) Whenever an officer of a board of guardians which 
has before the passing of this Act been abolished under the 
provisions of the Local Government (Temporary Provisions) 

30 Act, 1923, has continued after such abolition to perform duties 
previously performed by him by virtue of his office under such 
board, and in the opinion of the Minister the emoluments 
received by such officer for the performance of such duties were 
not taken into account in determining the amount of eompen- 

35 sation payable to him in respect of the loss of his office under the 
said board, such officer shall upon his ceasing (whether before 
or after this Act) for any reason other than misconduct or 
incapacity to perform the duties aforesaid, be entitled to receive 

* from the county council by which the compensation aforesaid 
40 was payable, and in addition thereto, such amount of compen

sation for the loss of the emoluments aforesaid as the Minister 
shall determine.

(2) Whenever any existing clerk of a board of guardians 
which was not abolished under a county scheme before the

45 passing of the Electoral Act. 1923 (No. 12 of 1923), has ceased 
or shall hereafter cease by virtue of that Act to perform duties 
in respect of the registration of electors previously porfoimed 
by him, such clerk shall be entitled to receive from the board of 
guardians such compensation as the Minister may determine for 

50 the loss of the emoluments previously received by him in respect 
of such duties.

In this sub-section the expression “ existing clerk ” means a 
clerk who was in office on the last day of March, 1898.

(3) The amount of the compensation payable to any person 
55 under this section shall not exceed—

(u) where the compensation is by way of annual allow
ance, an annual allowance equal to two-thirds of the 
net loss of emoluments, or

(b) where the compensation is by way ot gratuity a sum 
g0 , calculated according to the scale in Part II. of the

Fifth Schedule to this Act, with the substitution in 
that scale of “ net loss of emoluments as- defined 
by this sub-section for “ yearly salary and emolu
mentsM as defined in the said I-iftb Schedule.
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In this sub-section the expression net loss of emoluments ’’ 
means the average amount of the emoluments in respect of the 
performance of the duties the cesser of which gives rise to the 
right to compensation received during each of the three years 
next preceding such cesser, or, where such duties have or shall 5 
have been performed for less than three years, the average amount 
of emoluments in respect of the performance of such duties re
ceived during each year in which such duties have or shall have 
been performed.

PART V. 10

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL.

^0* (1) Sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Local Government
(Ireland) Act, 1898, shall cease to have effect as from the ap
pointed day. '

C2) -At any triennial election of members of a county council 15 
held after the appointed day, the number of members to be 
elected to the county council shall be increased by a number 
equal to twice the number of rural districts in existence in such 
county on the appointed day.

—(1) Where a member of a local authority becomes dis- 20 
qualified for holding office or vacates his seat for absence, the 
Minister may if he thinks fit, after fourteen days notice to such 
member and such local authority, and after considering any re
presentations made by such member or such local authority in 
that behalf, declare the office to be vacant and the office shall 25 
thereupon become vacant.

(2) If any person knowingly acts as a member of a local 
authority when disqualified, or knowingly votes when prohibited 
by or under any enactment, he shall be guilty of an offence under 
this section and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine 30 
not exceeding twenty pounds for each such offence, without 
prejudice to any other disqualification or penalty therefor.

(3) In a prosecution for an offence under this Act where the 
fact of the defendants’ acting as member of a local authority 
when disqualified or voting when prohibited is proved, before the 35 
defendant can rely on the fact that he did not so act or vote 
knowingly, it shall be necessary for him to prove the same to the 
satisfaction of the court.

42-—(1) In this section the expression “ responsible officer of 
a local authority ” means in relation to any meeting of such local 40 
authority, the secretary, clerk, resident medical superintendent, 
or other chief executive officer of such local authority if he is 
present at such meeting, or in case such secretary, clerk, superin
tendent, or chief executive officer is not present at such meeting, 
any other officer of such local authority acting in his stead at such 45 
meeting.

(2) Whenever a proposal is made at a meeting of a local 
authority to do any act, matter, or thing in consequence of which 
either an illegal, extravagant, or unnecessary payment is to be 
made out of the funds of the local authority, or a deficiency or 50 
loss is likely to result in or to such funds, it shall be the duty 
of the responsible officer of the local authority to make objection 
to the doing of such act, matter, or thing, and to state the grounds 
of such objection; which objection and the grounds thereof, and, 
if a decision is taken on such proposal, the names of the members 55 
present and voting for and against such decision and abstaining 
from voting on such decision, shall be recorded on the minutes 
of such meeting.

(•}) Sub-section (1) of section 20 of the Local Government (Ire
land) Act, 1902, shall be amended by the substitution therein of 60 
the words “ any member or officer of such public body ” for the 
words” any person accounting.”
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43.—(1) When any portion of any sum charged or surcharged Non-payment of 
by an auditor of the Minister upon or against any person remains ?urc ,arges* 
unpaid, such person shall, on and after the date hereinafter pre
scribed, be disqualified for being elected or chosen or being a 

.1 member of any local authority until the happening of whichever 
of the following events is the later, that is to say—

(a) the payment of the sum so charged or surcharged, or
(b) the next election of members to such local authority.

(2) If no appeal is taken from the charge or surcharge afore- 
10 said, the disqualification under this section shall commence on

the expiration of the time limited for such appeal.
(3) If an appeal is taken from the charge or surchkrgd afore

said to the Minister or the High Court, and on such appeal the 
Minister or the High Court decides the charge or surcharge was

15 lawfully made and (in the case of an appeal to the Minister) is 
to be enforced, the disqualification under this section shall com
mence on the expiration of fourteen days from the date of the 
order determining such appeal.

44.—(1) In this section the expression “ county authority ” Payment of tra- 
20 means a county council, a board of health, or a committee or joint *o?

committee of a district lunatic asylum, and the expression certain local 
“ authorised committee ” means a committee appointed by a authorities, 
county authority and to the members of which the Minister, on 
the application of the county authority, authorises contributions 

25 to be paid under this section.
(2) Every county authority shall as soon as may be after the 

31st day of March and the 30th day of September in each year 
pay to—

(a) every' member of the county authority who has attended
at least three-quarters of the meetings of such county 
authority held during the preceding six months, and

(b) to every member of an authorised committee appointed
by the county authority who has attended at least 

' three-quarters of the meetings of that authorised com- 
35 mittee held during the preceding six months,

such contribution (if any) as is authorised by the rules contained 
in the Sixth Schedule to this Act towards the expenses incurred 
by such member in attending the meetings of such county 
authority or authorised committee (as the case may be) during 

40 such preceding six months.
(3) Any person who knowingly makes or allows to be made a 

false statement for the purpose of obtaining the payment to 
hims6lf or another of a sum under or in pursuance of this sec
tion, shall be guilty of an offence under this section and shall be

45 liable on summary conviction thereof to a fine not exceeding 
fifty pounds, or at the discretion of the court to imprisonment 
with or without hard labour for a term not exceeding one year.

(4) Any person who .is convicted of an offence under this sec
tion shall thereafter be disqualified from being elected or being

5«j a member of any local authority and from being appointed to or 
holding any office or employment under any local authority.

o')

45.—Whenever a meeting of a local authority is abandoned 
owing to failure to obtain a quorum, the names of the members 
attending at the time and place appointed for such meeting shall 
be recorded, and for the purposes of any enactment relating to 
disqualification for membership of a local authority and for the 
purposes of section 44 of this Act and of the rules contained in 
the Sixth Schedule to this Act, a meeting of such local authority 
shall be deemed to have been held at such time and place, and the 
members whose names are so recorded shall be deemed to have 
attended such meeting.

Meeting of local 
authjrities aban
doned for want 
of quorum.

46.—(1) The council of any county shall have power by resoiu- Libianes. 
tion to adopt the Public Libraries (Ireland) Act, 1855, for the 
whole or any specified parts or part of their county, exclusive of 

65 any urban district.
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(2) When a resolution is passed by the council of a county
under this section, the Public Libraries (Ireland) Acts, 1855 to 
1902, shall, as respects the area for which the said Act is adopted 
by the resolution, be carried into execution by the council as the 
library authority of that area. 5

(3) The expenses incurred by the council of a county as library 
authority in pursuance of a resolution under this section shall be 
charged on the area for which the said Act is adopted by such

.resolution.
(4) The council of any urban district may on such terms as 10 

may be agreed on between such council and the council of the 
county in which such district is situate and be approved of by
the Minister, relinquish in favour of the council of such county, 
their powers and duties under the Public Libraries (Ireland)
Acts, 1855 to 1902, and in that case the powers and duties so re- 15 
Jinquished shall cease and the provisions of this Part of this Act 
shall have effect as if the council of the county had passed a 
resolution under this section adopting the Public Libraries (Ire
land) Act, 1855, for the area of such urban district.

(5) Whenever a county council is the library authority for two '20 
or more separate areas in their county, and any expenses incurred
by such county council as library authority are charged on each 
such area respectively, the county council may, with the consent 
of the Minister, amalgamate such areas, and any expenses in
curred thereafter by the eoimty council as library authority for 25 
such amalgamated area shall be charged on such amalgamated 
area.

47-—(1) Any provisional order made by the Minister under 
the provisions of the Public Health (Ireland) Acts, 1878 to 1919, 
or of section 10 of the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898, 30
alter the holding of such a local inquiry as is mentioned in sub
section (4) of section 203 of the Public Health (Ireland) Act,
1878, empowering a local authority to acquire land or other pro
perty or rights otherwise than by agreement, may be confirmed 
bv the Minister or the County Court in accordance with the 35 
rules set out in the Seventh Schedule to this Act.

(2) Upon any such confirmation by the Minister or the County 
Court, the Order, and if amended, as so amended, shall become 
final, and have the effect of an Act of the Oireachtas, and the 
confirmation by the Minister or the County Court shall be con- 40 
elusive evidence that the requirements of this Act have been com
plied with and that the order has been duly made and is within 
the powers of the Public Health (Ireland) Acts, 1878 to 1919, or 
the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898, as the case may be

(1) No person shall hold any office of profit under or be 45 
employed for remuneration by or under any local authority from 
and after the holding of the election or appointment of members 
to such local authority next held after the passing of this Act 
while he is or within six months after he has ceased to be a mem
ber of such local authority, or of any other local authority whose 50 
functional area is, or is situate in, the same county as that of or 
within which is situate the functional area of such local authority 
or. save with reference to and sanction of the Minister, in any 
county adjoining to that county.

(2) Any member of a local authority whose membership is 55 
terminated by his resignation or otherwise, at or before the next 
election or appointment of members to such local authority after 
the passing of this Act shall, for the purposes of this section, be 
deemed to have ceased to be a member of such local authority 
on a date six months prior to the date of such election. 60

49.—(i) The Minister may at any time if he thinks fit, order a 
local inquiry into the performance of its duties by any local 
authority, and Article 32 of the Schedule to the Local Govern
ment (Application of Enactments) Order, 1898, shall apply to 
every such local inquiry.

20
65



(2) If and whenever—
(a) the Minister is satisfied, after the holding of such a local

inquiry as is mentioned in the foregoing sub-section, 
that the duties of a local authority are not being duly 

5 and effectually discharged by such local authority, or
(b) a local authority wilfully neglects- to comply with any

lawful order, direction or regulation of the Minister, or
(c) a local authority fails to comply with any judgment,

order or decree of any court in Saorstat Eireann, or 
10 (d) a local authority refuses after due notice to allow its

accounts to be audited by an auditor of the Minister, 
the Minister may, by order, dissolve sucli local authority, and 
either order (under the power hereinafter conferred on him) a 
new election of members of such local authority or transfer the 

15 property and the several powers and duties of such local autho
rity to any body or persons or person he shall think fit.

(3) Whenever the Minister makes an order under the foregoing 
sub-section dissolving a local authority, he may appoint such and 
so many persons as he shall think fit to perform the duties of

9Q such local authority,.and may from time to time remove all or 
any sueh persons and appoint others in their place, and may fix 
the tenure of office, duties and remuneration of all such persons.

(4) The remuneration of all persons appointed under the fore
going sub-section shall be paid out of the revenue of such local

25 authority as part of its expenses.
(5) At any time after a local authority has been dissolved under 

this section, the Minister may by order cause a new election of 
members of such local authority to be held, and upon the com
pletion of such new election all the property, powers and duties

30 of the dissolved local authority shall vest in the body so elected, 
notwithstanding that the same may have been transferred by 
the Minister under this section to any other body, persons or 
person.

(6) The Minister may from time to time by order do all such 
35 things and make all such regulations as in his opinion shall be

necessary for giving full effect to any order made by him under 
this section.

40
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55
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50._(1) The Minister may make an order adding a town or
township which under or in pursuance of the provisions of the 
Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, as amended by the Local 
Government (Ireland) Acts, 1898 to 1902, was constituted an 
urban district to any county health district adjoining such towm 
or township, either

(a) if he is satisfied, after the holding of a local inquiry
into the performance of the duties of the council of 
such urban district that such duties are not being duly 
and effectually performed, or

(b) upon the request of the council of such urban district, 
and from and after the date when such order comes into opera
tion such town or township shall be part of such county health 
district.

(2) Any order made under this section shall contain such pro
visions as may seem necessary or expedient for adapting the pro
visions relating to public works contained in any enactment, and 
for making adjustments of property, rights and liabilities.

(3) Any order made under this section may declare the whole 
or any part or parts of the indebtedness of the urban district to 
be payable by the county health district and the payment thereof 
to be either general expenses or special expenses of the county 
health district, and in the latter case may declare that such pay
ment shall be a separate charge on the area upon which sue i 
expenses would have been charged if such order had not been 
made, or on such portion of the county health district including
that area as the Minister shall think fit.

21
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—

Amendment of 
section 60 of the 
Towns Improve
ment (Ireland) 
Act, 3854.

Amendment of 
National Insur
ance Act, 1911.

Provisions in 
relation to trans
ferred powers 
and duties.

Transfer of 
officers.

County councils 
to resume pos
session of 
surrendered 
courthouses.

51.—In any town in which the Towns Improvement (Ireland)
Act, 1854, is in force, the amount of any assessment under section 
60 of that Act may, notwithstanding the limitations in that sec
tion, amount to but shall not exceed the amount of two shillings 
and six pence in the pound where the provisions of the said Act 5 
with respect to water have been adopted, or the amount of two 
shillings in the pound where such provisions with respect to 
water have not been adopted.

52-—Paragraphs (a) and (b) of sub-section (1) of section 16 
of the National Insurance Act, 1911, shall be amended by the ^ 
omission in each of the said paragraphs of the words “other than 
Poor Law Authorities.”

53. —(1) The provisions of any enactment in force at the pass
ing of this Act relating to any of the powers, duties, properties
or liabilities transferred to a county council or a board of health 15 
by this Act, shall be construed with such modifications as may be 
necessary to give effect to this Act.

(2) If any doubt, dispute, or question shall arise, or, in the 
opinion of the Minister be likely to arise, as to whether any 
power, duty, property, or liability is or is not transferred by or 20 
undef this Act to a county council or the board of health, such 
doubt, dispute, or question shall be decided by the Minister, and 
if such doubt, dispute, or question relates to the construction of 
any statute, order, or regulation, the Minister may by order 
specify the modifications which are to be made in such statute, 25 
order, or regulation under sub-section (1) of this section.

54. — (1) Where the business of any council or committee is 
transferred by this Act to any county council, the existing 
officers of that council or committee employed in that business 
shall, from and after the appointed day, become the officers of 30 
such county council in like manner, subject to the provisions of 
this section, as if they had been appointed by such county council, 
and any such officer may be transferred by such county council to
the board of health of any county health district in such county.

(2) For the purposes of the enactments relating to superannua- 35 
tion or to compensation for loss of office, the services of any 
existing officer of any such council or committee before his 
transfer under this section to a county council or a board of 
health shall be reckoned as services under that county council
or board of health. 40

(3) In this section the expression “ existing officer ” means any 
officer who is in office on the appointed day.

55. —(1) The council of any county which has during the period 
beginning on the 1st day of April, 1920, and ended on the 6th day
of December, 1921, surrendered a lease under which any court- 45 
house or sessions house was held by them, shall be entitled, if the 
Minister shall so direct, within two months after the passing of 
this Act, to have, repossess, and hold the same on the same terms 
and conditions and subject to the same covenants and restric
tions under and subject to which the council would have held 50 
such courthouse or sessions house if such lease had not been 
surrendered by them.

(2) Where the council of a county exercises any rights to 
which they may become entitled under this section in relation to 
any courthouse or sessions house, the council shall pay to the 55 
person entitled thereto

(a) the rent which would have accrued under the surren
dered lease from the date of such surrender to the 
date of such resumption;

(b) such other compensation as the Minister shall direct. 60
(3) This section shall not apply to any courthouse or sessions 

house which has been alienated before the 1st day of January.
1924 to a bona fide purchaser for value after such surrender.

22
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56.—(1) Any rate made by the council of a county or urban 
district for the service of the local financial year ending on 
the 31st day of March, 1925, shall be raised and collected as 
if this Act had not been passed.

Collection and 
expenditure of 
current rates.

(2) The proceeds of any rate such as is mentioned in the pre
ceding sub-section may be expended under this Act for purposes 
the same or similar to the purposes for which such rate was 
made.
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57.— (1) The Minister may by order do any of the matters Powers of 
following, that is to say:— Minister.

(a) apply to boards of health any existing enactments relat
ing to county or district councils with such modifica
tions as he shall deem necessary;

(b) make such adaptations of any existing enactment (in
cluding any Local Act), relating to any matter dealt 
with or affected by this Act as appear to him neces
sary or expedient for carrying this Act into effect;

(c) make rules for carrying this Act into effect, and in par
ticular for regulating—

(i.) the estimating and raising of the expenses of 
boards of health.

(ii.) the accounts, audits, and annual estimates of 
boards of health,

(iii.) the transfer of the property and liabilities of 
any public body abolished by this Act,

(iv.) any adjustment of rights, duties or liabilities 
required for the purposes of this Act;

(</) make regulations respecting the procedure of local 
authorities in connection with the business imposed 
on or transferred to them by or in pursuance of any 
enactment (including this Act), and by any such 
regulations annul or vary the Local Government (Pro
cedure of Councils) Order, 1899 (as amended by any 
provisional order duly confirmed) or any provision 
thereof; •

(e) where it appears to him that any Local Act contains any 
provisions similar to or inconsistent with the provi
sions of this Act, declare such provisions to be no 
longer in force.

(2) Every order made by the Minister under this section shall 
be laid before each House of the Oireachtas as soon as may be 
after it is made, and if a resolution is passed by either House of 
the Oireachtas wdthin the next subsequent twenty-one days on 
which such House has sat after the order is laid before it 
annulling such order, such order shall be annulled accordingly, 
but without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done 
under such order. •

58. —The enactments mentioned in the Eighth Schedule to this Repeals.
Act are hereby repealed to the extent specified in the third column

5Q of the said Schedule.

59. —(1) This Act may be cited as the Local Government Act, short title and
1924. construction.

(2) Part H. of this Act shall be construed as one with the 
Public Health (Ireland) A.cts, 1878 to 1919.
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FIRST SCHEDULE.

RULES FOR DETERMINING THE AREA OF CHARGE FOR 
LIABILITIES OF A RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

1. Liabilities incurred by the rural district council as sanitary 
authority for the rural district shall be charged as follows:—

(а) liabilities which, hut for the passing of this Act, would
have been general expenses on the rural district 
council shall be charged on the area of the rural 
district;

(б) liabilities which, but for the passing of this Act, would
have been special expenses of the rural district council 
charged on a specified area shall be charged on such 
specified area.

2. Any liabilities of a rural district council other than those
provided for in Rules 1 and 2 shall be charged on the 
area of the rural district.

SECOND SCHEDULE.

RULES REGULATING THE PROCEEDINGS OF BOARDS 
OF PUBLIC HEALTH.

1. A board of public health shall consist of a chairman and 
nine other persons who shall be elected by the county council 
from amongst their members at the annual meeting of the council 
held next after a triennial election, and the election of such 
persons shall be part of the first business to be transacted at 
such annual meeting.

2. The members of a board of public health shall hold office 
until the day after the day of annual meeting of the county 
council by whom they were appointed held next after a triennial 
election.

3. The quorum of a board of public health shall consist of 
three members.

4. A member of a board of public health who ceases to be, or 
is disqualified for being, a member of the county council by whom 
he was appointed, shall also cease to be, or be disqualified for 
being, a member of the board of public health.

5. Any member of the council of a county may at any time 
notify the secretary of the council in writing of his intention to 
propose that the membership of any member of the board of 
public health of a county health district in such county shall be 
terminated, and the secretary shall thereupon summon a special 
meeting of the county council for a date not later than one month 
from the receipt by him of such notification, and shall give to 
every member of the county council at least fourteen days’ notice 
thereof, and in the event of a resolution being passed at such 
meeting approving of such proposal, and such resolution receiving 
the sanction of the Minister, the membership of such member of 
the board of public health shall be thereupon terminated.

6. The membership of any member of a board of public health 
who, for a consecutive period of three months, has not attended 
a meeting of such board, shall thereupon be terminated and the 
county council, at their meeting next after the expiration of such 
period, shall appoint one of their members to fill the vacancy so 
created in the membership of the board of public health: Pro
vided that whenever a meeting of a board of public health is 
abandoned owing to failure to obtain a quorum, the names of the 
members attending at the time and place appointed for such 
meeting shall be recorded, and such members shall be deemed to 
have attended a meeting of such board at that time and place 
for the purpose* of this Rule.
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7. A member of a board of public health may at any time 
resign his membership by writing signed by him and delivered 
to the secretary of the county council and to the secretary of 
the board of public health, but such resignation shall not become

5 effective until the meeting of the county council held next after 
the receipt of such writing.

8. Every board of public health shall hold one annual meeting 
in each year, and shall hold a meeting for the transaction of their 
business at least once in each month and at such other times as

10 may be necessary for properly exercising their powers and per
forming their duties.

9. The annual meeting of every board of public health shall 
be held in each year within one month after the anniversary of 
the last election of such board of public health.

15 10. At each annual meeting the board of public health shall
appoint a chairman and may appoint a vice-chairman who shall 
respectively hold office for the term of one year, but shall con
tinue in office until their successors are appointed.

11. The chairman at a meeting of a board of public health
20 shall have, a second or casting vote.

12. Casual vacancies occurring in a board of public health 
shall be filled by the county council within one month after their 
occurrence, or within such further time as the Minister may allow.

13. The conduct of the business and the order of the proceed-
25 ings of a board of public health shall be in accordance with regu

lations to be from time to time made by the Minister.
14. The accounts of the receipts and expenditure of every 

board of public health and its committees and officers shall be 
made up half-yearly to the 30th day of September and 31st day

30 of March in each year, in such form as the Minister may pre
scribe, and shall be audited by such person as the Minister may 
appoint for that purpose.

THIRD SCHEDULE.

COMMITTEES TO HE ABOLISHED UNDER PART III. 
35 OF THIS ACT.

Committees of Management appointed under Section 5 of the 
Tuberculosis Prevention (Ireland) Act, 1908,

Committees appointed under the provisions of Section 2 of the 
Notification of Births (Extension) Act, 1915. for the purpose of 

40 the care of expectant mothers, nursing mothers, and young 
children.

Committees appointed for the purposes of the Midwives (Ire
land) Act, 1918, under Section 16 of that Act.

Committees appointed under Sub-section (4) of Section 2 of 
^ the Blind Persons Act, 1920.

FOURTH SCHEDULE.

ACTS TO* APPLY THROUGHOUT SAORSTAT EIREANN.

Infectious Disease (Notification) Act. 1889.
Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 1890.
Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890. Part III. 
Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907. Part IV. 
Tuberculosis Prevention (Ireland) Act, 1908. Part I.
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PART 1
t ■ • ■ •. • I■. ns

SCALE FOR CALCULATING ALLOWANCES.
■ k- ■>:' e '•» »«> ; * iHiip

Where the officer has served for ten years but Ten-sixtieths of his yearly1
less than eleven years. salary and emoluments. 5

■
W here the officer has served for eleven ,ot. more Onc-Huctjetfi of his yearly 

years but less thart forty years. - salary and emoluments for
every completed year of 
service.

Where the officer has served for forty or more Forty-sixtieths of his yearly
years. salary and emoluments. 10

FIFTH SCHEDULE. ) :

PART II
*

SCALE FOR CALCULATING GRATUITIES:
W here the officer has served for less than five One-half of his yearly salary

years. and emoluments. 15
Where the officer has served for not less than The amount of his yearly- 

five years. j " salary- and emoluments.

SIXTH SCHEDULE.

RULES FOR PAYMENT OF TRAVELLING EXPENSES TO
MEMBERS OF COUNTY AUTHORITIES AND on

COMMITTEES.

1. In these rules
the expressions “ county authority ” and “ authorised commit
tee’ have the same meanings as in section 44 of this Act;
the word “ contribution ” means a contribution payable under 05 
section 44 of this Act towards the travelling expenses of a 
member;5
the word “ member ” means a member of a county authority or 

. an authorised committee.
2. Every member shall, immediately after his election or ap- 30 

pointment, communicate in writing to the county authority the 
address at which he ordinarily resides, which address is referred

X to in these rules as the official residence of sitch member.
3. The contributions to be paid to a member shall be calculated

on the length of the journey from the official residence of-the 35 
member to the place of meeting of the county authority or 
authorised committee, and the mode of transport used for such 
journey.

4. Where the journey from the official residence of a member
to the place of meeting of the county authority or authorised 40 
committee could be made by more than one route or by different 
modes of transport, the journey shall, for the purposes of these 
rules, be deemed to have been made by the route and the mode of 
transport in respect of which the payment under these rules 
would be the least. 4£>

5. There shall be paid to every member of whom a contribution 
is payable under section 44 of this Act, a sum calculated in the 
manner prescribed in the next rule in respect of each meeting 
of the county authority or authorised committee attended by him
and held at a place situate more than five miles by any route =/, 
from his official residence.

6. The sum payable under the preceding rule in respect of each 
meeting shall be calculated as follows, that is to say, four pence 
for each mile of the journey from the member’s official residence 
to the place of meeting travelled by railway, and five pence for 
each mile of such joumey travelled otherwise than by railway. 55



SEVENTH SCHEDULE.

RULES FOR CONFIRMING PROVISIONAL ORDERS 
EMPOWERING LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

TO ACQUIRE LAND.

5 L In these Rules the expression “prescribed” means pre
scribed by the Minister!

2. A copy of the Provisional Order shall be served in the pre
scribed manner, together with a statement that the order will be 
confirmed and have the effect of an Act of the Oireachtas unless 

10 within the prescribed period a petition by some person interested 
is presented to the Minister or the County Court having jurisdic
tion where the land to be acquired is situate praying that the 
order, or any specified part thereof, shall not become law with
out further enquiry.

15 3. A copy of every petition to the County Court under these
Rules shall be forwarded by an officer of the County Court to 
the Minister, and if the petition is withdrawn a notice to that 
effect shall also be so forwarded.

• 4. If the Minister is satisfied that the prescribed regulations
20 have been in all respects complied with, then after the prescribed 

period—
(//) it no petition has been presented or if every such petition 

is withdrawn, the Minister shall, without further in
quiry, confirm the Order;

25 (b) if a petition has been presented to the County Court and
has not been-withdrawn, then at the first sitting of 
that court held after the expiration of one week from 
the date of the presentation of the petition or of the 
prescribed period, whichever shall be the later, or at 

30 such later date as tin- court shall direct, the court
shall hear the petition and determine all questions 
arising thereon, and may either confirm with or with
out amendment or disallow the order and may award 
costs to be paid by or to the petitioner or any party 

35 opposing the petition;
(cj if no petition has 'been presented to the County Court, 

but a petition has been presented to the Ministemand 
has not been withdrawn, then, unless the local 
authority notify the Minister of their intention to 

40 withdraw their application for the order, or the part
thereof, as the ease may be. to which the. petition 
relates, the Minister shall, after consideration of a full 
report of the evidence taken at the original inquiry 
and after such further local inquiry (if any) as he 

45 may deem necessary, either confirm with or without
amendment or disallow the Order.

5. Where a petition has been presented under these rules to 
the ^linister or the County Court, respecting a portion only of a 
provisional order, the Minister may divide the Provisional Order

50 into two or three orders as follows:—
(а) an order containing the portion of the original order

to which no such petition relates;
(б) an order containing the portion or portions of the original

order to which any petition to the County Court 
55 relates;

(c)an order containing the portion or portions of the 
original order to which .any petition to the Minister 
and no petition to the Couty Court relates; 

an,l SU(*h new orders shall become absolute or be con
firmed under these Rules as if such new order were originally 
made by the Minister as a separate order.

6. Rules of court shall regulate the practice and procedure with 
respect to the presentation, withdrawal and hearing of petition 
to the County Court and for the cost incidental thereto.

65 27



EIGHTH SCHEDULE 
ENACTMENTS REPEALED.

Session and 
Chapter

Short Title
!

Extent of Repeal

6 & 7 Will. IV. 
c. 116.

The Grand Jury (Ireland)
1 Act, 1836.

Sections 1, 38, 50, 51, 52, 55 and 
56 ; section 80, from “ not ex
ceeding one pound *’ to the end 
of the section ; section 162.

7 & 8 Vic. c. 106 The County Dublin Grand 
Jury Act, 1844.

Section 22, from “ not exceeding 
one pound ” to the end of the 
section ; sections 53, 55 and 56;

\ section 57, from the beginning of 
the Section to the words “ pro
vided always that ” ; sections 
58, 85 and 136.

28 Vic. c. 26 The Union Officers (Ire
land) Superannuation 
Act, 1865.

The whole Act.

32 & 33 Vic. c. 50 The Medical Officers Super
annuation Act (Ireland), 
1869.

The whole Act.

32 & 33 Vip. c 79 The Local Officers Super
annuation Act (Ireland), 
1869.

The whole Act.

35 & 36 Vic. c. 89 The Union Officers (Ire
land) Superannuation 
Act, 1872.

Th2 whole Act.

38 tic 39 Vic. c. 56 The County Surveyors 
(Superannuation) Act 
(Ireland), 1875.

The whole Act.

48 & 49 Vic. c. 80 The Union Officers (Ire
land) Act, 1885.

The whole Act.

61 & 62 Vic. c. 37 The Local Government 
(Ireland) Act, 1898.

Sections 8 and 11 ; sub-section (2) 
of section 12 ; sub-sections (2), 
(6), (7) and (8) of section .27 ; 
sub-section (2) of section 82 , 
sub-section (11) of section 83 
section 87.

M

The Local Government 
(Application of Enact
ments) Order, 1898.

Sub-article (11) of article 12 of 
the Schedule.

63 & 64 Vic. c. 41 The Local Government 
(Ireland) (No. 2) Act, 
1900.

The whole Act.

3 Edw. VII. c. 36 The Motor Car Act, 1903 Sub-section (2) of section 10.

9 & 10 Geo. V. 
c. 19.

The Local Government 
(Ireland) Act, 1919.

Section 8.

9 A 10 Geo. V. 
c. 21.

The Ministry of Health 
Act, 1919.

The whole Act.





Saorstat Eireann.

BILLE RIALTAIS AITItfLA, 1924.

Saorstat Eireann.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL, 1924.

BILLE
(mar do tugadh hit each) 

da ngairmtcar

Aeht chun leasu do dheanamh ar an dli a 
b"haineas le Rialtas Aitiuil i Saorstat 
Eireann agus chun cricheanna eile a 
bhaineas leis sin.

BILL
(as introduced) 

entitled

An Act to amend the law relating to Local 
Government in Saorstat Eireann and for 
other purposes connected therewith.

An t-Aire Rialtais Aitiula agus Sldinte 
Phuihli do thug isteach.

Do horduiodh ag Dail Eireann, do chld-hhuala, 
20adh Bcaltaine, 1924.

BAILE ATHA CLIATH: 
FOILLSITHE AG OIFIG AN tSOLATHAIR.

Le ceannach tri Messrs. Eason and Son, Ltd., 
40 agus 41 Sraid Iochtarach Ui Chonaill, 

Bade Atha Cliath.

Clo-bhuailte ag Messrs. Cahill and Co., Ltd. 
[S rilling Gian.]

Wt. 183—75. 2jo. 8/24. C.&Co. (1116).


