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UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BILL, 1923.

No. 10 of 1923.

BILL
entitled

AN ACT TO AMEND THE UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE ACTS, 19-20 TO 1922.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS OF SAORSTAT 
EIREANN AS FOLLOWS

1. —In this Act
the expression “ Principal Act ” means the Unemploy

ment Insurance Act, 1920;
the expression “ Act No. 1 of 1921 ” means the Unem

ployment Insurance Act, 1921;
the expression “ Act No. 2 of 1921 ” means the Unem

ployment Insurance (No. 2) Act, 1921, and
the expression “ Act of 1922 ” means the Unemploy

ment Insurance Act, 1922.

2. -—(1) So much of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Act of 
1922 as provides that the fourth special jieriod established by that 
sub-section shall terminate on the 1st day of July, 1923, is hereby 
repealed.

(2.5 The said fourth special [>eriod shall terminate
(а) on the 16th day of May, 1923, in resj>ect of every fierson

who shall on or before that date have received ;U1 the 
benefit authorized to be paid to him in the fourth 
special period ;

(б) on the 6th day of June, 1923, in respect of every )>erson
who shall, after the 16th day of May, 1923, and on 
or before the 6th day of June, 1923, have received all 
the benefit authorized to be paid to him during the 
fourth special period;

(c) on the 1st day of July, 1923, in respect of every other 
person.

(3; Section 11 of the Principal Act shall apply to every question 
which shall arise as to whether the fourth special period has or has 
not terminated in any particular case as fully as if such questions 
were specifically mentioned in that section.

3. — (1) For the purpose of determining the amount of benefit 
to which, having regard to the proi>ortion of benefit to contribu
tions fixed by paragraph 3 of the Second Schedule to the Principal 
Act. anv person is entitled, but for no other purpose,

(a) no account shall, after the termination of the fourth 
special period, be taken of any benefit which may 
have been received by such person between the 7th 
day of November, 1920, and the commencement of 
the first benefit year, and *
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(b) during the first benefit year each of the total number 
of contributions actually paid in respect of such jierson 
after deducting from that total five contributions in 
respect of each week’s benefit received by such person 
before the 8th day of November, 1920, shall be treated 
as equivalent to three contributions or such lesser 
number of contributions (not being less than one) as 
the Minister may from time to time prescribe bv 
regulations made for the purpose.

• (2> So much of sub-section (1) of section 6 of the Act of 1922 
as is inconsistent with the foregoing sub-section is hereby 
repealed.

I he first benefit year shall be the period beginning on the 
day next following the day on which the fourth special period 
shall terminate under this Act and ending on the 17th day of 
October, 1923, and the second benefit year shall be the j)eriod 
beginning on the 18th day of October, 1923, and ending on the 
loth day of October, 1924, a.nd every subsequent benefit year snail 
be the period beginning on the day next following the day on 
which the preceding benefit year expired and ending on" the 
Wednesday nearest to the 16th day of October in the next 
following calendar year.

5. 1 he following enactments shall not oj>erate or have effect
during the first benefit year, that is to sav

(«) condition (i) of sub-section (1) of section 7 of the 
Principal Act;

(6) sub-section (4) of section 8 of the Principal Act;

6.—(1) The following paragraph shall be substituted for para
graph (b) of Part 1. ot the First Schedule to the Principal Act : —

" (b) Employment under such a contract as aforesaid as 
master or a member of the crew of any ship registered 
in Saorstat Eireann or of a Saorstat Eireann or 
British ship or vessel (not being a ship registered in 

-Great Britain or Northern Ireland) of which the owner 
or, it there is more than one owner, the managing 
owner or manager resides or has his principal place 
of business in Saorstat Eireann.”

(2 The following paragraph shall be substituted for paragraph 
(c) of Part II. of the First Schedule to the Principal Act :—

(c) Employment in the military service of Saorstat 
Eireann.”

(3) The following paragraph shall be substituted for paragraph 
2 of the Second Schedule to the Principal Act :—

“ 2-—No person shall receive unemployment benefit for more 
than fifteen weeks during the first benefit year nor 
for more than twenty-six weeks during any subsequent 
benefit year, nor at any time in respect of any jjeriod 
less than one day.”

(4) The following paragraph shall be substituted for paragraph 
5 of the Second Schedule to the Principal Act : —

“ 5.—A period of unemployment shall not be deemed to com
mence until the date on which the insured contributor 
makes application in the prescribed manner for unem
ployment benefit.

Provided that regulations may be made under this 
Act for allowing some earlier date to be substituted 
for the date of application in any case in which good 
cause is shown for delay in making the application.”
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7.—(1) The Minister may by Order approve of any agreement 
between an employer and an insured Contributor or Contributors 
whereby such employer agrees to take into or retain in his employ
ment the insured Contributor or Contributors on work which in 
the opinion of the Minister is work of public utility, subject to 5 
an amount equal to the weekly amount which each such Insured 
Contributor would, but for such agreement, be entitled to receive 
as Unemployment Benefit, being paid weekly by the Minister 
to the employer for so long as each such Insured Contributor 
would otherwise be entitled to receive Unemployment Benefit, 10 
and such Order shall provide that the period for which each such 
Insured Contributor would otherwise be entitled to receive Unem
ployment Benefit during the first benefit year shall be reduced by 
one week or part of a week in respect of each week or part of a 
week in which such amount is paid by the Minister to the 15 
employer.

(2,'. Any agreement submitted to the Minister for his approval 
under this section shall contain the name or names of the Insured 
Contributor or Contributors and particulars of the work on which 
he or they is or are to be employed and of the wages to he paid 20 
and conditions of employment to be observed throughout the 
period of the agreement, and no alteration in such work, wages 
or conditions of employment shall be made without the prior 
approval of the Minister in writing, and if any such alteration be 
made without the approval of the Minister, the employer shall 25 
re-pay to the Minister the amount received bv the employer in 
respect of any Insured Contributor in whose case the alteration 
i« made from the date on which the alteration was first made.

g,—(i) For the purpose of retaining in insurance soldiers 
enlisted on short service who, before enlistment, were normally 30 
employed in an insurable occupation the Minister for Defence 
shall, out of monies to be provided by the Oireachtas, pay to 
the Minister for the credit of the Unemployment Fund such 
contributions for each person to whom this section applies 
tus are necessary to secure that there shall be not less than 35 
twelve contributions to the credit of such person in respect of each 
insurance year during which or part of which, such person has 
been a person to whom this section applies.

(2) The sums to be paid in each year by the Minister for 
Defence to the' Minister under this section shall be ascertained 40 
and paid at such times and in such manner as may be agreed 
between the Minister for Defence and the Minister.

(3) This section applies to every person enlisted in the military 
forces of Saorstat Eireann for any period not exceeding 
twelve months who ait the date ot enlistment has had paid in 45 
respect of him under the Unemployment Insurance Acts either 
twenty contributions at any time, or ten contributions since the
8th day of November, 1920.

0

9.—(i) The Minister for Finance may, out of the Central Fund, 
or the growing produce thereof, advance any sums required for 50 
the purpose of discharging the liabilities of the Unemployment 
Fund under the Unemployment Insurance Acts, 1920 to 1922, 
as amended by this Act, and for the purpose of providing the sums 
to be so advanced the Minister for Finance may borrow money in 
such manner as he may think proper. . 55

(2‘ Any sums advanced under the foregoing sub-section, 
together with interest thereon (if any) at such rate as may be 
fi)Ted by the Minister for Finance, shall be charged on and be 
re-payable out of the Unemployment Fund.

(3' The principal and interest of any securities issued by the 00 
Minister for Finance for the purpose of borrowing under this 
section and the expenses incurred in connection with the issue of 
such securities shall be charged on the Central Fund or the 
growing produce thereof.
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10. (1) ^ lieie anj person is liable to repay to the Unemplov- Recovery of sums
ment Fund any sum received by bim by way of benefit and does received
not show that such sum was received by him in good faith and by wayof heneQL 
wit! out knowledge that he was not entitled thereto, such sum 

5 may, without prejudice to any other mode of recovery, be 
recoveied by means of deductions from any benefit to which such 
person is or thereafter becomes entitled under the Unemployment 
Insurance Acts, 1920 to 1922, as amended by this Act.

(2) Section f 1 of the Principal Act shall apply to every question 
10 which shall arise as to whether a person is or is not liable to have 

a deduction made under this section from any such benefit as 
aforesaid as fully as if such questions were specifically mentioiied 
in that section.

.i 1nT(1) F°r, the PurP°se of securing that like rates of benefit Certain powers 
shall be payable under any Special Scheme made under section in respect of 
18 of the Principal Act as are payable under this Act, and that si**“ia! Schemes, 
the benefits under such Special Scheme shall otherwise be not 
less favourable than those provided by the general provisions of 
the Unemployment Insurance Acts, 1920 to 1922, as amended by 

20 this Act, but for no other purpose, the Minister may, by Order 
made after consultation with the body charged with the adminis
tration of such Special Scheme, alter the terms and provisions of 
any such Special Scheme in such manner as shall appear to the 
Minister to be necessary to carry out the purpose aforesaid.

25 (2) Wherever any Special Scheme made under section 18 of
ihe Principal Act and before the passing of this Act applies to or. 
includes persons employed in Saorstdt Fireann as well as persons 
employed elsewhere, the Minister may by Order exclude from 
the application of such Special Scheme persons employed in 

30 Saorstat Eireann, and thereupon every person so excluded shall 
become subject to the general provisions of the Unemployment 
Insurance Acts, 1920 to 1922, as amended by this Act in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by. such Order.

12.—Notwithstanding anything in any Act, it shall not be Modification of 
35 necessary for the Minister to require any society or other associa- 86<ltion 17 of 

tion to which section 17 of the Principal Act applies to make, Pl'inc‘I,al Act, 
before the end of the first benefit year, any greater provision for 
unemployment benefit than such society or association could have 
been required to make under clause (a) of sub-section (1) of the 

40 said section 17 as originally enacted.

13.—Sub-section (1) of section G of the Act No. 2 of 1921 is Repeal, 
hereby repealed.

14.—In this Act the expression “Minister” means the Definition of 
Minister for Industry and Commerce. Minister.

46 15.—This Act may be cited as the Unemployment Insurance Short title.
Act, 1923, and shall be construed as one with the Unemployment 
Insurance Acts, 1920 to 1922, and those Acts and this Act may 
be cited together as the Unemployment Insurance Acts, 1920 
to 1923.
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