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ACHT NA gCUIDEACHTAI (FORALACHA ILGHNEITHEACHA)
(COVID-19), 2020

[An tiontu oifigiuil]

Acht, ag féachaint don bhaol atd ann don bheatha dhaonna agus don tslainte phoibli de
dheasca an galar ar a dtugtar Covid-19 a bheith ag leathadh agus, mar fhreagairt do na
deacrachtai eacnamaiocha arb ¢ an galar sin is cuis leo, do dhéanamh socru eisceachtiil
1 ndail le hoibritu fordlacha airithe d’Acht na gCuideachtai, 2014 agus den Industrial
and Provident Societies Act, 1893 ar feadh tréimhse airithe agus ar feadh cibé tréimhse
bhreise (mas ann) a shonrdfar le hordu 6n Rialtas agus, chun na criche sin, do leasti Acht
na gCuideachtai, 2014 agus an Industrial and Provident Societies Act,1893; do leasi1 Acht
na gCuideachtai, 2014 tuilleadh; agus do dhéanamh socrt i1 dtaobh nithe gaolmhara.

[1 Lunasa 2020]

Achtaitear ag an Qireachtas mar a leanas:

CUID 1

REAMHRAITEACH AGUS GINEARALTA

Gearrtheideal agus tosach feidhme

1. (1) Féadfar Acht na gCuideachtai (Foralacha Ilghnéitheacha) (Covid-19), 2020 a ghairm
den Acht seo.

(2) Tiocfaidh an tAcht seo i ngniombh cibé 14 n6 laethanta a cheapfaidh an tAire Gnd, Fiontar
agus Nualaiochta le hordi n6 le horduithe i gcoitinne n6 faoi threoir aon chrioch no
forail airithe agus féadfar lacthanta éagsula a cheapadh amhlaidh chun crioch éagsuil no
le haghaidh foralacha ¢agsula.

Minithe
2. San Acht seo—

ciallaionn “Acht 1893” an Industrial and Provident Societies Act, 1893;

ciallaionn “Acht 2014” Acht na gCuideachtai, 2014.
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Acht na gCuideachtai (Foradlacha [2020.]
llghnéitheacha) (Covid-19), 2020.

CUID 2

LEASU AR AcHT NA GCUIDEACHTAL 2014

Leasu ar alt 2 d’Acht 2014

3. Leasaitear alt 2

d’Acht 2014, i bhfo-alt (1), tri na minithe seo a leanas a chur isteach:

“ciallaionn ‘Covid-19’ galar arb ¢ is cuis leis ionfhabhta leis an vireas SARS-CoV-2
agus a shonraitear mar ghalar aicideach de réir Rialachan 6 de na Rialachain um Ghalair
Aicideacha, 1981 (I.R. Uimh. 390 de 1981), agus de réir an Sceidil a ghabhann leis na
Rialachain sin, n6 aon athraitheach ar an ngalar a shonraitear amhlaidh mar ghalar aicideach

sna Rialachain

sin;

ciallaionn ‘tréimhse eatramhach’—

(a) an tréimhse dar tus tosach feidhme alt 3 d’Acht na gCuideachtai (Foralacha
lighnéitheacha) (Covid-19), 2020 agus dar crioch an 31 Nollaig 2020, agus

(b) cibé tréimhse eile (mas ann) a shonrofar le hordu faoi alt 12A;”.

An tréimhse eatramhach a fhadu

4. Leasaitear Acht 2014 trid an alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh alt 12:

“12A.(1)

2

Féadfaidh an Rialtas, ar iarraidh a fhail 6n Aire a dhéanfar tar éis dul 1
gcombhairle leis an Aire Sldinte, an tréimhse eatramhach a fhada 6 am
go ham le hord{, i gcoitinne nod faoi threoir aon chrioch né forail airithe,
go ceann cibé tréimhse a mheasfaidh siad is cui mas deimhin leo, ag
féachaint do na nithe seo a leanas—

(a) an baol don tslainte phoibli atd ann de dheasca Covid-19,
(b) cineal sarthdgalach an ghalair sin,

(c) an ga atd ann srian a chur le gluaiseacht daoine chun leathadh an ghalair
i measc an phobail a chosc agus an éifeacht a d’théadfadh a bheith ag
srian den sort sin ar an taisteal agus ar chruinnithe, agus

(d) an ga ata ann maoll a dhéanambh ar na héifeachtai eacnamaiocha a thig
as Covid-19,

gurb € leas an phobail é orda den sort sin a dhéanambh.

Déanfar gach ordu faoin alt seo a leagan faoi bhraid gach Ti den
Oireachtas a luaithe is féidir tar éis a dhéanta agus, ma dhéanann ceachtar
Teach acu sin, laistigh den 21 14 a shuifidh an Teach sin tar éis an t-ordu a
leagan faoina bhraid, rin a rith ag neamhnit an ordaithe, beidh an t-ordu
ar neamhni da réir sin, ach sin gan dochar do bhailiocht aon ni a rinneadh
roimhe sin faoin ord.”.
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Ionstraimi a fhorghniomhai le linn na tréimhse eatramhai
5. Leasaitear Acht 2014 trid an alt seo a leanas a chur isteach 1 ndiaidh alt 43:

“43A. (1) Beidh feidhm ag fo-ailt (2) go (4) maidir le cuideachta le linn na tréimhse
eatramhai amhdin agus sin d’ainneoin aon fhorail—

(a) d’alt 43(2)(b) n6 (3), nod
(b) de bhunreacht na cuideachta.

(2) Maidir le hionstraim a bheidh le déanamh né le forghniomhu ag
cuideachta, seachas ionstraim lena mbaineann fo-alt (3), féadfaidh
doiciméid éagsula san thoirm chéanna a bheith in ionstraim den sort sin
mas rud é—

(a) go mbeidh doiciméad amhain den sort sin sinithe ag duine da
dtagraitear in alt 43(2)(b)(i),

(b) go mbeidh doiciméad amhdin den sért sin sinithe ag duine da
dtagraitear in alt 43(2)(b)(ii), agus

(c) go mbeidh séala na cuideachta greamaithe de dhoiciméad amhain den
sort sin.

(3) Maidir le hionstraim a bheidh le déanamh né le forghniomht ag duine
claraithe le linn cumhachtai cuideachta a fheidhmiu, féadfaidh doiciméid
¢agsula san fhoirm chéanna a bheith in ionstraim den sort sin mas rud é—

(a) go mbeidh doiciméad amhain den sort sin sinithe ag an duine cléraithe,

(b) go mbeidh doiciméad amhdin den sért sin sinithe ag duine da
dtagraitear in alt 43(2)(b)(i),

(¢) go mbeidh doiciméad amhain den sort sin sinithe ag duine da
dtagraitear in alt 43(2)(b)(ii), agus

(d) go mbeidh séala na cuideachta greamaithe de dhoiciméad amhain den
sort sin.

(4) Beidh ionstraim ina mbeidh doiciméid éagsula a chomhlionann fo-alt (2)
n6 (3) baili agus ¢ifeachtach chun gach criche amhail is d4 mba aon
doiciméad amhain iad na doiciméid, a nglacadh le chéile.”.

Cruinnithe ginearalta le linn na tréimhse eatramhai

6. Leasaitear Cuid 4 d’Acht 2014, i gCaibidil 6, trid an alt seo a leanas a chur isteach sa
Chaibidil sin roimh alt 175:

“174A. (1) Beidh feidhm ag an alt seo (lena n-airitear aon rialachain arna ndéanamh
faoi) maidir le cruinnithe ginearalta cuideachta le linn na tréimhse
eatramhai amhain agus beidh feidhm aige amhlaidh d’ainneoin aon thorail
eile den Acht seo n6 de bhunreacht na cuideachta.

(2) Is alt i dteannta fhoralacha fho-alt (3) d’alt 175 an t-alt seo agus ni
dhéantar maolu orthu leis.
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Acht na gCuideachtai (Foradlacha [2020.]
llghnéitheacha) (Covid-19), 2020.

D4 mba rud ¢, maidir leis an mbliain 2020, go mbeadh an ceanglas
chun cruinniti ginearalta bliantail a thionodl (an ‘ceanglas iomchui’) le
comhlionadh, murach an fo-alt seo, ag cuideachta ar dhata sa bhliain sin
(an ‘data iomchui’) is luaithe na an 31 Nollaig 2020, ansin féadfaidh an
chuideachta a roghnu an ceanglas iomchui a chomhall trid an gcruinniu
ginearalta bliantuil a thiondl aici ar dhata is data i ndiaidh an data iomchui
(ach nach data is déanai na an 31 Nollaig 2020).

I gcéas go roghnoidh cuideachta leas a bhaint as fo-alt (3), beidh feidhm
ag alt 341(2) maidir leis an gcuideachta amhail is da ndéanfai, san alt sin,
na focail ‘ag an gcruinnit is déanai a luaitear in alt 174A(3)’ a chur in
ionad na bhfocal ‘trath nach déanai nd 9 mi tar éis an data deiridh bliana
airgeadais’.

Ni g4 do chuideachta cruinnitt ginearalta a thionoél in ionad fisiciuil
ach féadfaidh si an cruinnit a sheoladh go hiomldn né go pairteach tri
theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai a usaid ar choinnioll go mbeidh
deis réastnach ag gach duine den lucht freastail pairt a ghlacadh sa
chruinnit de réir an ailt seo.

(a) Féadfaidh cuideachta socrii a dhéanamh maidir le pairt a ghlacadh i
gcruinnit ginearalta tri usaid teicneolaiochta cumarsaide leictreonai,
lena n-diritear sasra chun go gcaithfidh comhalta vétai, a sholathar no
a ¢asct chun na criche sin, cibé acu roimh an geruinniti no6 le linn an
chruinnithe.

(b) Ni dhéanfar leis an sasra da dtagraitear i mir (a) a cheangal ar an
gcomhalta a bheith i lathair go fisicitil ag an gcruinniu ginearalta na
a cheangal ar an gcomhalta seachvoétalai a cheapadh ata chun bheith i
lathair go fisiciuil ag an gcruinnia.

Ni théadfar usaid teicneolaiochta cumarsdide leictreonai de bhun fho-
alt (6) a chur faoi réir ceanglas n6 srianta ach amhain cibé ceanglais né
srianta a bheidh curtha ar bun ag an gcuideachta agus is ga chun céannu
an lucht freastail agus slandail na teicneolaiochta cumarsaide leictreonai a
airithia, a mhéid a bheidh ceanglais n6 srianta den sort sin i gcomhréir leis
na cuspoiri sin a bhaint amach.

Déanfaidh cuideachta aon cheanglais no srianta a bheidh curtha ar bun
aici de bhun fho-alt (7) a chur in 1l don lucht freastail roimh an gcruinnia
ginearalta lena mbaineann.

Aon chuideachta a dhéanfaidh socra maidir le teicneolaiocht cumarsaide
leictreonai a usdid chun go nglacfaidh duine den lucht freastail pairt i
gcruinniu ginearalta, cinnteoidh si, a mhéid is indéanta é—

(a) go ndéanfar leis an teicneolaiocht sin—

(1) socrt maidir le slandail aon chumarsaide leictreonai a dhéanfaidh
an duine den lucht freastail,

(il)) an baol go dtruailleofar sonrai agus go mbeidh rochtain
neamhudaraithe ann a ioslaghdd, agus
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(iii) cinnteacht a thabhairt maidir le foinse na cumarsaide leictreonai,

(b) 1 gcas aon loiceadh ar an teicneolaiocht sin ndé aon mhichor inti, go
leigheasfar an loiceadh n6 an michor sin a luaithe is indéanta, agus

(¢) go gcuirfear ar chumas an duine den lucht freastail leis an
teicneolaiocht sin—

(i) a mbeidh & ra ag cathaoirleach an chruinnithe agus ag aon duine a
thabharfaidh an cathaoirleach i lathair a chloisteail, agus

(i1) labhairt leis an gcathaoirleach, agus ceisteanna agus trachtai a
chur faoi bhraid an chathaoirligh, le linn an chruinnithe, a mhéid
ata teideal ag an duine den lucht freastail déanamh amhlaidh faoi
bhunreacht na cuideachta.

(10) Ni dhéanfaidh aon loiceadh sealadach ar theicneolaiocht cumarsaide
leictreonai na aon mhichor sealadach inti an cruinniti ginearalta na aon
imeachtai a bhaineann leis an gcruinnit a chur 6 bhail.

(11) Mura mbeidh loiceadh ndé michor den sért sin inchurtha i leith aon
ghniomh toilinil ar thaobh na cuideachta, ni bheidh cuideachta faoi
dhliteanas i leith aon loiceadh n6é michor a tharl6idh agus a bhainfidh leis
an trealamh a Usaidfidh duine den lucht freastail chun rochtain a fhail ar
chruinnit ginearalta tri theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai agus ar
loiceadh n6 michor ¢ a choiscfidh n6 a chuirfidh isteach ar an duine den
lucht freastail pairt a ghlacadh sa chruinnit ar mhodh na teicneolaiochta
sin.

(12) I gcas, i dtuairim stiarthoiri cuideachta, go measfar gur gd é—

(a) d’fhonn déanamh de réir threoir slainte poibli an Rialtais n6 rialachain
arna ndéanamh faoi ailt 5 agus 31A den Acht Slainte, 1947 maidir le
gluaiseacht no teacht le chéile daoine chun leathadh Covid-19 a chosc,
a theorannt, a ioslaghdi n6 a mhoilliu, féadfaidh na stitirthéiri, aon
trath suas go dti deireadh an lae roimh an 14 a bheidh cruinnit ginearalta
le tiondl, agus de réir alt 181A—

(i) an cruinnit a chur ar ceal,
(i1) athru a dhéanamh ar ionad an chruinnithe, né

(iii) athra a dhéanamh ar an modh chun an cruinniu a thiondl (lena
n-airitear socru a dhéanamh chun a éasct don lucht freastail pairt
a ghlacadh sa chruinnit sin ar mhodh teicneolaiocht cumarsaide
leictreonai),

nod

(b) de dheasca imthosca eisceachtiila nach raibh coinne leo, féadfaidh
na stiarthoiri cruinnit den sort sin a chur ar ceal aon trath roimh an
gcruinnit sin a thionol.

(13) Féadfaidh an tAire, ma mheasann sé n6 si gur cui ¢é, forail bhreise a
dhéanambh le rialachain maidir le gach ceann n6 maidir le haon cheann de
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(14)

Acht na gCuideachtai (Foradlacha [2020.]
llghnéitheacha) (Covid-19), 2020.

na nithe seo a leanas i ndail le cruinnithe ginearalta a bheidh le tiondl ar
mhodh teicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai:

(a) na cruinnithe a chomoradh agus a sheoladh;
(b) freastal ar na cruinnithe;
(c) rochtain ar na cruinnithe agus pairt a ghlacadh iontu.

San alt seo agus in ailt 181(5)(aa), 181A, 182(2A), 186A, 195A agus
1103(2)(aa)—

ciallaionn ‘duine den lucht freastail’, i ndail le cruinnit ginearalta
cuideachta—

(a) combhalta den chuideachta,
(b) seachvotalai do chomhalta den chuideachta,

(c) duine udaraithe a dhéanann ionadaiocht do chomhlacht corpraithe faoi
alt 185,

(d) an t-initichoir, nd

(e) duine ata i dteideal freastal ar an gcruinnit de bhua foralacha i
mbunreacht na cuideachta n6 téarmai eisitina fiach-urr(s arna n-eisitint
ag an gcuideachta;

ciallaionn ‘teicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai’, i ndail le cruinnii
ginearalta cuideachta, teicneolaiocht lena gcumasaitear tarchur fior-
ama agus cumarsaid chlosamhairc n6 closchumarsaid déthreo fior-ama 4
chumast don lucht freastail ina iomléine deis réasunach a bheith acu pairt
a ghlacadh sa chruinniu tri theicneolaiocht den sort sin a tisaid 6 ionad
cianda;

ciallaionn ‘léibheann leictreonach’, i ndail le cruinnit ginearalta
cuideachta, coras leictreonach chun cumarsaid chlosamhairc no
closchumarsaid a chur ar fail, lena n-airitear suimh ghréasain, bogearrai
rochtana agus mionsonrai teileafoin rochtana n6é aon teicneolaiocht
leictreonach eile trina gcuirtear cumarsaid den sort sin ar fail;

ciallaionn ‘cruinnit ginearalta’, i ndail le cuideachta, aon cheann diobh
seo a leanas:

(a) cruinniu ginearalta bliantuil de chuid na cuideachta;
(b) cruinnit ginearalta urghnach de chuid na cuideachta;

(c) cruinnit ginearalta de shealbhoiri scaireanna sa chuideachta d’aicme
airithe;

(d) cruinnia scéime (de réir bhri alt 449),

agus folaionn sé cruinnit da dtagraitear i mir (a), (b), (¢c) n6 (d) agus a
rinneadh a athsceideald.”.

10
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Leasu ar alt 181 d’Acht 2014

7. Leasaitear alt 181 d’Acht 2014, i bhfo-alt (5), trid an mir seo a leanas a chur isteach i
ndiaidh mhir (a):

“(aa) 1 gcas cruinnit le linn na tréimhse eatramhai a bheartofar a thiondl go
hiomlan né go pairteach tri theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai a
Usaid—

(i) an léibheann leictreonach a bheidh le husaid le haghaidh an
chruinnithe,

(i1) mionsonrai chun rochtain a thail ar an léibheann leictreonach,

(ii1) an t-am faoina gcaithfidh agus an modh ar a gcaithfidh duine den
lucht freastail a dhaingniu go bhfuil sé ar intinn aige no6 aici freastal
ar an gcruinniu,

(iv) aon cheanglais no srianta a bheidh curtha ar bun ag an gcuideachta
d’fhonn daoine den lucht freastail a mbeidh s¢ ar intinn acu freastal
ar an geruinnit a chéanni,

(v) an nds imeachta chun go ndéanfaidh daoine den lucht freastail
ceisteanna agus trachtai a chur i bhfios le linn an chruinnithe, agus

(vi) annoés imeachta a bheidh le glacadh chun vétail a dhéanambh ar rain
a bheartofar a rith ag an geruinniu;”.

Fégra i dtaobh cruinniu ginearalta athsceidealaithe le linn na tréimhse eatramhai

8. Leasaitear Acht 2014 trid an alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh alt 181:

“181A. (1) D’ainneoin alt 181 ach faoi réir fho-alt (2), tabharfar fogra chun criocha
alt 174A(12) ar an modh céanna ar a dtabharfar an fogra i dtaobh an
chruinnithe ghinearélta da dtagraitear san alt sin is déanai a luaitear ach
i gcas, 1 dtuairim stiurthoiri na cuideachta, nach indéanta le réastin fogra
den sort sin a thabhairt ar an modh sin, tabharfar fogra—

(a) 1 gcas go mbeidh suiomh gréasain ag an gcuideachta, ar an suiomh
gréasain sin,

(b) tri riomhphost chuig gach comhalta da mbeidh seoladh riomhphoist ag
an gcuideachta, agus

(c) 1nuachtan naisitinta.

(2) Ni bheidh feidhm ag fo-alt (1) i gcas go gcomhaont6idh na comhaltai uile
i scribhinn leis an gcruinniu ginearalta lena mbaineann a chur ar ceal, le
hathri a dhéanamh ar a ionad, le hathra a dhéanamh ar an modh chun ¢é a
thiondl, no le fogra i dtaobh an chruinnithe ghinearalta a ligean thar ceal.”.

Leasu ar alt 182 d’Acht 2014

9. Leasaitear alt 182 d’Acht 2014 trid an bhfo-alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i1 ndiaidh
tho-alt (2):

11
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“(2A) D’ainneoin fho-alt (2) n6 aon thorail de bhunreacht cuideachta, le linn na
tréimhse eatramhai, déanfar gach comhalta agus seachvotalai, a ghlactaidh
pairt i gcruinnit ginearalta tri theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai a
usaid de réir alt 174 A, a direamh sa chéram don chruinni.”.

Riin dibhinne a tharraingt siar n6 a leasu

10. Leasaitear Acht 2014 trid an alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i1 ndiaidh alt 186:

“186A. (1) Faoi réir tho-alt (2), i gcas gur mhol stiurthoiri cuideachta go nglacfai
dearbhu dibhinne le rin ag cruinniti ginearalta agus, tar éis an cruinnil a
chomoradh, go dtiocfaidh na stitrthoéiri ar an tuairim gur choir, de dheasca
iarmhairti iarbhir Covid-19, n6 de dheasca na n-iarmhairti a bhraitear a
bheith ag gabhail le Covid-19, do ghnothai na cuideachta, an dibhinn a
chealtl n6 a laghdt go dti méid airithe, féadfaidh na stiurthoiri—

(a) an ran chun an dibhinn a cheadu a tharraingt siar, n6

(b) leasu ar an run sin a mholadh chun socri a dhéanamh maidir le dibhinn
is Il n4 an dibhinn sin a moladh i dtosach.

(2) Féadfar an rin chun an dibhinn a cheadl a tharraingt siar n6 a leasu
d’ainneoin aon fhorail d4 mhalairt i mbunreacht na cuideachta i gcas—

(a) go gcomhaont6idh comhaltai uile na cuideachta i scribhinn le tarraingt
siar n6 leasu den sort sin, agus

(b) go ndéanfar fogra, maidir leis na stiurthoiri do theacht ar an tuairim
da dtagraitear i bhfo-alt (1) agus maidir le tarraingt siar bheartaithe
iarmhartach an riin n6 maidir leis an least beartaithe iarmhartach ar an
run, a thabhairt trath nach déanai né 3 14 roimh an geruinnit ginearalta.”.

Vétail ar riin ag cruinniu ginearalta le linn na tréimhse eatramhai

11.  Leasaitear Acht 2014 trid an alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh alt 195:

“195A. (1) I gcés, le linn na tréimhse eatramhai, go ndearna cuideachta, san thogra
maidir le cruinnii ginearalta, fogra a aireamh a ra go bhfuil sé ar intinn
aici a cheangal go ndéanfar voétail ar vétaiocht ar gach run san fhogra
céadluaite—

(a) déanfar votaiocht ar gach rin ag an gcruinniu, agus

(b) ni bheidh feidhm ag fo-ailt (1), (2), (3) na (7) d’alt 189 maidir leis an
votail ar votaiocht ag an geruinniu sin.

(2) T gcés, le linn na tréimhse eatramhai, go seolfar cruinnii ginearalta ar
mhodh teicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai de réir alt 174A, féadfaidh
cathaoirleach an chruinnithe votail a sheoladh chun breith a thabhairt
ar ran tri thaispedint lamh ag gach comhalta a bheidh ag glacadh pairte
sa chruinnit ar mhodh na teicneolaiochta sin i gcas go mbeidh an
cathaoirleach den tuairim gur féidir leis no6 1éi na combhaltai ata i dteideal
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votail a chéannt agus abhar treoracha votala a bhaineann leis an run a
thioru.”.

Leasu ar alt 520 d’Acht 2014

12.  Leasaitear alt 520 d’Acht 2014, i bhfo-alt (2)(b), tri “faoi réir alt 534(3), (3A) agus (4)” a
chur in ionad “faoi réir alt 534(3) agus (4)”.

Leasu ar alt 534 d’Acht 2014
13. Leasaitear alt 534 d’Acht 2014—

(a) ibhfo-alt (3), tri “Faoi réir fho-alt (3A), mas rud é” a chur in ionad “Mas rud é”,
(b) trid an bhfo-alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh tho-alt (3):

“(3A) (a) Ta feidhm ag mir (b) i gcas go bhfuair an scridaitheoir ord faoi
tho-alt (3) lena bhfadaitear an tréimhse 70 14 da dtagraitear in alt 520(2).

(b) I gcas, le linn na tréimhse eatramhai, ar iarratas 6n scrudaitheoir, gur
deimbhin leis an gcuirt—

(1) nach raibh an scridaitheoir in ann tuarascail a thabhairt faoi tho-
alt (2) don chuirt laistigh den tréimhse 70 14 da dtagraitear in alt
520(2),

(i1) tar ¢éis ordu On gcuirt a thail faoi tho-alt (3) chun an tréimhse da
dtagraitear in alt 520(2) a fhadt, nach mbeadh sé n6 si in ann
tuarascail a thabhairt faoi tho-alt (2) don chuirt laistigh den tréimhse
arna fadt amhlaidh ag an gcuirt faoi fho-alt (3),

(iii) go mbeadh an scrudaitheoir in ann tuairiscia faoi fho-alt (2) don
chuirt da ndéanfai fada breise a chur leis an tréimhse arna fadu faoi
fho-alt (3), agus

(iv) go bhfuil imthosca eisceachttla ann i leith na cuideachta is abhar
don iarratas,

féadfaidh an chuirt, le horda, 50 1a ar a mhéad a chur mar fhadu
breise leis an tréimhse thadaithe chun a chumasta don scradaitheoir a
thuarascail no a tuarascail a thabhairt.

(c) I mir (b), folaionn ‘imthosca eisceachtula’ cineal Covid-19 agus an
tionchar a d’théadfadh a bheith ag Covid-19 ar an gcuideachta né an
tionchar iarbhir atd Covid-19 ar an gcuideachta (ach nil siad teoranta do
na nithe sin).”,

agus

(c) 1 bhfo-alt (4), tri “agus aon tréimhse a mbeidh fadu breise arna cheadl faoi
fho-alt (3A) curtha 1¢éi” a chur isteach i ndiaidh “faoi tho-alt (3)”.
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Leasu ar alt 570 d’Acht 2014
14. Leasaitear alt 570 d’Acht 2014—

(a) 1 mireanna (a) agus (b), tri “mas rud é, seachas le linn na tréimhse eatramhai— " a
chur in ionad “mas rud é— , agus

(b) trid an mir seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh mhir (b):
“(ba) mas rud é, le linn na tréimhse eatramhai—

(i) go ndearna creidiunai n6 creidiunaithe, tri shannadh no eile, ag
a bhfuil an chuideachta 1 bhfiacha i suim is m6 na €50,000, sa
chomhiomlan, ata dlite an uair sin, éileambh i scribhinn a sheirbheail
ar an gcuideachta (trina thagail ag oifig chlaraithe na cuideachta) a
cheangal ar an gcuideachta an tsuim ata dlite amhlaidh a ioc, agus

(i) ar feadh 21 14 tar éis dhata seirbheala an ¢€ilimh sin, go ndearna
an chuideachta failli an tsuim a ioc n6 i a urrd ndé imshocra a
dhéanamh ina leith chun séastacht réastinach gach creiditnai de na
creiditnaithe,”.

Leasu ar alt 584 d’Acht 2014
15. Leasaitear alt 584 d’Acht 2014 tri na fo-ailt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh fho-alt (1):
“(1A) 1 gcas go ngairfear cruinnit de na creiditnaithe de réir tho-alt (1)
agus go mbeidh an cruinniu le tiondl go hiomlan n6 go pairteach tri
theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai a Usaid le linn na tréimhse

eatramhai, sonréfar na nithe seo a leanas san thogra maidir le cruinnia na
gcreiditinaithe—

(a) anléibheann leictreonach a bheidh le husaid le haghaidh an chruinnithe,
(b) mionsonrai chun rochtain a fhail ar an 1éibheann leictreonach,

(c) an t-am faoina gcaithfidh agus an modh ar a gcaithfidh duine iomchui
den lucht freastail a dhaingniti go bhfuil sé ar intinn aige no aici freastal
ar an geruinniu,

(d) aon cheanglais no srianta a bheidh curtha ar bun ag an duine iomchui
d’fhonn daoine iomchui den lucht freastail a mbeidh sé ar intinn acu
freastal ar an gcruinniu a chéannu,

(e) an nds imeachta chun go ndéanfaidh daoine iomchui den lucht freastail
ceisteanna agus trachtai a chur i bhfios le linn an chruinnithe, agus

(f) an nds imeachta a bheidh le glacadh chun voétail a dhéanamh ar rain a
bheartofar a rith ag an geruinnit.

(1B) Ni bheidh na nithe da dtagraitear i bhfo-alt (1A) ar aireamh ar an
oibleagaid fogra a fhoilsiu de réir tho-alt (1)(c).”.

Leasu ar alt 587 d’Acht 2014
16. Leasaitear alt 587 d’Acht 2014—
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(a) 1bhfo-alt (3), trid an mir seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh mhir (a):

“(aa) 1 gcas cruinnit creidiunaithe a bheidh le tion6l go hiomlan nd go
pairteach tri theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai a said le linn na
tréimhse eatramhai, sonréfar na nithe seo a leanas ann—

(i) an l¢éibheann leictreonach a bheidh le husaid le haghaidh an
chruinnithe,

(i1) mionsonrai chun rochtain a fhail ar an 1éibheann leictreonach,

(iii) an t-am faoina gcaithfidh agus an modh ar a gcaithfidh duine
iomchui den lucht freastail a dhaingnit go bhfuil sé ar intinn aige
no aici freastal ar an geruinnit,

(iv) aon cheanglais no srianta a bheidh curtha ar bun ag an duine iomchui
d’fhonn daoine iomchui den lucht freastail a mbeidh s¢ ar intinn acu
freastal ar an gcruinniu a chéannu,

(v) an nds imeachta chun go ndéanfaidh daoine iomchui den lucht
freastail ceisteanna agus trachtai a chur i bhfios le linn an chruinnithe,
agus

(vi) annoés imeachta a bheidh le glacadh chun votail a dhéanambh ar rain
a bheartofar a rith ag an geruinniu;”,

agus

(b) i bhfo-alt (6), tri “na nithe da dtagraitear i bhfo-alt (3)(aa) n6 an liosta de
chreiditnaithe a bheidh ag gabhail” a chur in ionad “an liosta de chreiditnaithe a
bheidh ag gabhail”.

Leasu ar alt 678 d’Acht 2014

17. Leasaitear alt 678 d’Acht 2014, i bhfo-alt (2), tri “os comhair an Choimisitiin um
Chaidreamh san Ait Oibre” a chur in ionad “os comhair an Bhinse Achombhairc Fostaiochta”.

Leasu ar alt 680 d’Acht 2014
18. Leasaitear alt 680 d’Acht 2014—

(a) trid an bhfo-alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh tho-alt (2):

“(2A) 1 gcas go ngairfear cruinnit ginearalta de réir tho-alt (2) agus go mbeidh
an cruinnia le tiondl go hiomlan né go pairteach tri theicneolaiocht
cumarsaide leictreonai a usaid le linn na tréimhse eatramhai, sonrofar na
nithe seo a leanas san thogra i dtaobh an chruinnithe—

(a) an léibheann leictreonach a bheidh le htisaid le haghaidh an chruinnithe,
(b) mionsonrai chun rochtain a fhail ar an 1éibheann leictreonach,

(c) an t-am faoina gcaithfidh agus an modh ar a gcaithfidh duine iomchui
den lucht freastail a dhaingniu go bhfuil s¢ ar intinn aige no aici freastal
ar an geruinnid,
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(d)

(e)

®

agus

Acht na gCuideachtai (Foradlacha [2020.]
llghnéitheacha) (Covid-19), 2020.

aon cheanglais no srianta a bheidh curtha ar bun ag an duine iomchui
d’thonn daoine iomchui den lucht freastail a mbeidh sé ar intinn acu
freastal ar an gcruinniu a chéannu,

an nos imeachta chun go ndéanfaidh daoine iomchui den lucht freastail
ceisteanna agus trachtai a chur i bhfios le linn an chruinnithe, agus

an nos imeachta a bheidh le glacadh chun voétail a dhéanambh ar rdin a

bheartofar a rith ag an gcruinnia.”,

(b) trid an bhfo-alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh tho-alt (5):

“(5A) 1 gcas go ngairfear cruinniti den choiste initichta de réir tho-alt (5)
agus go mbeidh an cruinnit le tiondl go hiomlan nd go pairteach tri
theicneolaiocht cumarsdide leictreonai a usdid le linn na tréimhse
eatramhai, sonrofar na nithe seo a leanas san thogra i dtaobh an
chruinnithe—

(@)

(b)
(©)

(d)

(e)

()

an léibheann leictreonach a bheidh le husaid le haghaidh an
chruinnithe,

mionsonrai chun rochtain a fhail ar an 1éibheann leictreonach,

an t-am faoina gcaithfidh agus an modh ar a gcaithfidh duine iomchui
den lucht freastail a dhaingniti go bhfuil sé ar intinn aige no aici freastal
ar an geruinniu,

aon cheanglais n6 srianta a bheidh curtha ar bun ag an duine iomchui
d’thonn daoine iomchui den lucht freastail a mbeidh sé ar intinn acu
freastal ar an gcruinniu a chéannu,

an nos imeachta chun go ndéanfaidh daoine iomchui den lucht freastail
ceisteanna agus trachtai a chur i bhfios le linn an chruinnithe, agus

an nés imeachta a bheidh le glacadh chun votail a dhéanamh ar rtiin a
bheartofar a rith ag an geruinnit.”.

Cruinnithe creidiunaithe arna seoladh ar mhodh leictreonach le linn na tréimhse

eatramhai

19. Leasaitear Acht 2014 trid an alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh alt 690:

“690A. (1) Beidh feidhm ag an alt seo maidir le cruinnithe creiditnaithe a ghairfear
n6 a chomorfar le linn na tréimhse eatramhai amhdin agus beidh feidhm
aige amhlaidh d’ainneoin aon fhorail eile den Acht seo.

(2) Ni gé do dhuine iomchui cruinniu creidiunaithe a thionol in ionad fisicitil
ach féadfaidh sé n6 si an cruinniti sin a sheoladh go hiomlan né go
pairteach tri theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai a usaid ar choinnioll
go mbeidh deis réastinach ag gach duine iomchui den lucht freastail pairt a
ghlacadh sa chruinniu de réir an ailt seo.
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(3) Déanfaidh an duine iomchui socru maidir le pairt a ghlacadh i gcruinniti
creiditnaithe de réir tho-alt (4) i gcas go seolfar an cruinnit tri
theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai a said.

(4) (a) Féadfaidh an duine iomchui socri a dhéanamh maidir le pairt a
ghlacadh i gcruinniu creidiunaithe tri Gisaid teicneolaiochta cumarsaide
leictreonai a sholathar n6 a éascu, chun na criche sin, lena n-airitear
sasra chun go gcaithfidh duine iomchui den lucht freastail votai, cibé
acu roimh an geruinnit n6 le linn an chruinnithe.

(b) Ni dhéanfar leis an sasra da dtagraitear i mir (a) a cheangal ar an duine
iomchui den lucht freastail a bheith i lathair go fisiciuil ag an gcruinnit
creiditnaithe nd a cheangal ar an duine iomchui den lucht freastail
seachvotalai a cheapadh a bheidh i lathair go fisicitil ag an gcruinniu.

(5) Ni théadfar usaid teicneolaiochta cumarsaide leictreonai de bhun tho-alt
(4) a chur ach amhain faoi réir cibé ceanglais agus srianta a bheidh curtha
ar bun ag an duine iomchui agus is ga chun céannt daoine iomchui den
lucht freastail agus slandail na teicneolaiochta cumarsaide leictreonai a
airithia, a mhéid a bheidh ceanglais agus srianta den sort sin i gcomhréir
leis na cuspoiri sin a bhaint amach.

(6) Déanfaidh an duine iomchui aon cheanglais no srianta a bheidh curtha
ar bun ag an duine iomchui de bhun fho-alt (5) a chur in Gl do dhaoine
iomchui den lucht freastail roimh an gcruinniti creiditnaithe lena
mbaineann.

(7) Aon duine iomchui a sholathréidh usaid teicneolaiochta cumarsaide
leictreonai chun go nglacfaidh duine iomchui den lucht freastail pairt i
gcruinnit creiditnaithe, cinnteoidh sé nod si, a mhéid is indéanta é—

(a) go ndéanfar leis an teicneolaiocht sin—

(1) socrt maidir le slandail aon chumarsaide leictreonai ag an duine
iomchui den lucht freastail,

(i) an baol go dtruailleofar sonrai agus go mbeidh rochtain
neamhudaraithe ann a ioslaghdd, agus

(iii) cinnteacht a thabhairt maidir le foinse na cumarsaide leictreonai,

(b) 1 gcas aon loiceadh ar an teicneolaiocht sin ndé aon mhichor inti, go
leigheasfar an loiceadh n6 an michor sin a luaithe is indéanta, agus

(c) go gcuirfear ar chumas an duine iomchui den lucht freastail leis an
teicneolaiocht sin—

(i) ambeidh ara ag an duine iomchui agus ag aon duine a thabharfaidh
an duine iomchui i lathair a chloisteail, agus

(ii) labhairt leis an duine iomchui, agus ceisteanna agus trachtai a chur
faoi bhraid an duine iomchui, le linn an chruinnithe.

(8) Ni dhéanfaidh aon loiceadh sealadach ar theicneolaiocht cumarsaide
leictreonai nd aon mhichor sealadach inti an cruinnit creidiunaithe né aon
imeachtai a bhaineann leis an gcruinnit creidiunaithe a chur 6 bhail.

17



Cp.2 A.19 [Uimh. 9.

©)

(10)

(1)

] Acht na gCuideachtai (Foradlacha [2020.]
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Mura mbeidh loiceadh ndé michor den sort sin inchurtha i leith
aon ghniomh toilitil ar thaobh an duine iomchui, ni bheidh an
duine iomchui faoi dhliteanas i leith aon loiceadh ndé michor a
tharloidh agus a bhainfidh leis an trealamh a usaidfidh duine
iomchui den lucht freastail chun rochtain a thail ar chruinnia
creidiunaithe  tri  theicneolaiocht  cumarsaide leictreonai  agus
ar loiceadh n6 michor ¢ a choiscfidh n6 a chuirfidh isteach ar an duine
iomchui den lucht freastail pairt a ghlacadh sa chruinnit ar mhodh na
teicneolaiochta sin.

I gcas go seolfar cruinniti creidiunaithe ar mhodh teicneolaiocht
cumarsaide leictreonai de réir an ailt seo, féadfaidh an duine iomchui
votail a sheoladh chun breith a thabhairt ar ran tri thaispeaint lamh
ag gach duine iomchui den lucht freastail a bheidh ag glacadh pairte sa
chruinniti ar mhodh na teicneolaiochta sin i gcas go mbeidh an duine
iomchui sin den tuairim gur féidir leis no 1€i na daoine iomchui den lucht
freastail ata i dteideal votdil a chéannti agus dbhar treoracha votala a
bhaineann leis an run a thiort.

San alt seo agus in ailt 584(1A), 587(3)(aa), 680(2A) agus (5A), 691(4A),
692(1A), 695(1A) agus (2A), 697(1)(c) agus 701(1A)—

ciallaionn ‘cruinniu creiditinaithe’ cruinnit a ghairfear né a chomorfar faoi
aon cheann de na hailt seo a leanas:

(a) alt473;
(b) alt475;
(c) alt 496;
(d) alt497;
(e) alt 498;
(f) alt 540;
(g) alt 580;
(h) alt 584;
(1) alt 587;
(j) alt 628;
(k) alt 666;
(1) alt 667;
(m) alt 679;
(n) alt 680;
(o) alt 705;
(p) alt 706;

18



[2020.]

Acht na gCuideachtai (Foralacha [Uimh. 9.] Cp.2 A.19
llghnéitheacha) (Covid-19), 2020.

ciallaionn ‘teicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai’, 1 ndail le cruinniu
creiditnaithe, teicneolaiocht lena gcumasaitear tarchur fior-ama agus
cumarsaid chlosamhairc nd closchumarsaid déthreo fior-ama a4 chumasu
do dhaoine iomchui den lucht freastail ina iomlaine deis réasunach a
bheith acu pairt a ghlacadh sa chruinniu tri theicneolaiocht den sort sin a
usaid 6 ionad cianda;

ciallaionn ‘léibheann leictreonach’, i ndail le cruinniu creiditinaithe, coras
leictreonach chun cumarsdid chlosamhairc noé closchumarséid a chur ar
fail, lena n-airitear suimh ghréasain, bogearrai rochtana agus mionsonrai
teileafoin rochtana nd aon teicneolaiocht leictreonach eile trina gcuirtear
cumarsaid den sort sin ar fail;

ciallaionn ‘duine iomchui den lucht freastail’, 1 ndail le cruinniu
creiditinaithe, an creidiinai, an ranniocéir, an leachtaitheoir, an duine
udaraithe a dhéanann ionadaiocht do chomhlacht corpraithe faoi alt 185,
an t-oifigeach don chuideachta, an scairshealbhoir n6 an comhalta, de réir
mar is cui, a threastaldidh ar an geruinniu;

ciallaionn ‘duine iomchui’, i ndail le cruinniti creidiinaithe, an duine a
dhéanann an cruinnit a ghairm n6 a chomoradh.”.

Leasu ar alt 691 d’Acht 2014
20. Leasaitear alt 691 d’Acht 2014 trid an bhfo-alt seo a leanas a chur isteach 1 ndiaidh

tho-alt (4):

“(4A) Le linn na tréimhse eatramhai, déanfaidh an duine iomchui fogra i

scribhinn a thabhairt do gach duine a bheidh i dteideal freastal ar
chruinnit, trath nach déanai na 7 14 roimh an 14 a cheapfar le haghaidh
an chruinnithe agus, 1 gcas go mbeidh an cruinnit le tionél go hiomlan no
go pairteach tri theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai a Gisaid, sonréfar na
nithe seo a leanas san thogra—

(a) an léibheann leictreonach a bheidh le husaid le haghaidh an
chruinnithe,

(b) mionsonrai chun rochtain a fhail ar an 1éibheann leictreonach,

(c) an t-am faoina gcaithfidh agus an modh ar a gcaithfidh duine iomchui
den lucht freastail a dhaingniu go bhfuil s¢ ar intinn aige no aici freastal
ar an gcruinniu,

(d) aon cheanglais n6 srianta a bheidh curtha ar bun ag an duine iomchui
d’fhonn daoine iomchui den lucht freastail a mbeidh sé ar intinn acu
freastal ar an gcruinnitl a chéannu,

(e) an nds imeachta chun go ndéanfaidh daoine iomchui den lucht freastail
ceisteanna agus trachtai a chur i bhfios le linn an chruinnithe, agus

(f) an nés imeachta a bheidh le glacadh chun voétail a dhéanamh ar ruin a
bheartofar a rith ag an geruinnit.”.
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Leasu ar alt 692 d’Acht 2014

21. Leasaitear alt 692 d’Acht 2014 trid an bhfo-alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i1 ndiaidh
fho-alt (1):

“(1A) D’ainneoin tho-alt (1), féadfar cruinniti a thionolfar le linn na tréimhse
eatramhai a thiondl go hiomldn ndé go pairteach tri theicneolaiocht
cumarsaide leictreonai a Usaid mas rud é, i dtuairim an duine a mbeidh
an cruinniu & chomoradh aige, gurb ¢ is caoithila do thromlach na
gereiditinaithe, na rannioc6iri n6 na gcombhaltai, né doibh sin go 1¢éir, de
réir mar a bheidh, an cruinnit a sheoladh tri theicneolaiocht den sort sin.”.

Leasu ar alt 695 d’Acht 2014
22. Leasaitear alt 695 d’Acht 2014—

(a) trid an bhfo-alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh tho-alt (1):

“(1A) D’ainneoin fho-alt (1), i gcas go dtiondlfar cruinnit de chreidiunaithe
go hiomlan n6 go pairteach tri theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai
a usaid le linn na tréimhse eatramhai, measfar rin a bheith rite nuair a
bheidh tromlach, 6 thaobh lin agus luacha, de na creiditinaithe a bheidh ag
freastal ar an gcruinniu tri theicneolaiocht den sort sin agus a votalfaidh ar
an ran tar éis votail 1 bhfabhar an rain.”,

agus
(b) trid an bhfo-alt seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh fho-alt (2):

“(2A) D’ainneoin tho-alt (2), i gcas go dtiondlfar cruinnitt de na ranniocdiri ar
mhodh teicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai, measfar rin a bheith rite
nuair a bheidh tromlach, 6 thaobh lin agus luacha, de na ranniocoiri a
bheidh ag freastal ar mhodh teicneolaiocht den sort sin agus a votalfaidh
ar an run tar éis votail i bhfabhar an riin, agus cinnfear luach na
ranniocdiri de réir an lin vétai a thugtar do gach ranniocoéir le bunreacht na
cuideachta.”.

Least ar alt 697 d’Acht 2014
23. Leasaitear alt 697 d’Acht 2014, i bhfo-alt (1)—

(a) 1mir (a), tri “atratha,” a chur in ionad “atrath, n6”,

(b) 1mir (b), tri “go n-orddidh an chuirt a mhalairt, n6” a chur in ionad “go n-ordéidh an
chuirt a mhalairt.”, agus

(c) trid an mir seo a leanas a chur isteach i ndiaidh mhir (b):
“(¢) le linn na tréimhse eatramhai, go mbeidh an cruinnit le tion6l ar mhodh

teicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai.”.

Leasu ar alt 701 d’Acht 2014

24. Leasaitear alt 701 d’Acht 2014 trid an bhfo-alt seo a leanas a chur isteach 1 ndiaidh
ftho-alt (1):
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“(1A) Le linn na tréimhse eatramhai, féadfaidh creidiinai, ranniocdir né
comhalta voétail ar mhodh teicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai no tri
sheachvoétalai.”,

Leasu ar alt 1103 d’Acht 2014

25. Leasaitear alt 1103 d’Acht 2014, i bhfo-alt (2), trid an mir seo a leanas a chur isteach i
ndiaidh mhir (a):

“(aa) 1 gcas cruinniu le linn na tréimhse eatramhai a bheartofar a thiondl go
hiomlan né go pairteach tri theicneolaiocht cumarsaide leictreonai a
usaid—

(i) an léibheann leictreonach a bheidh le husaid le haghaidh an
chruinnithe,

(i1) mionsonrai chun rochtain a thail ar an léibheann leictreonach,

(iii) an t-am faoina gcaithfidh agus an modh ar a gcaithfidh comhalta a
dhaingnit go bhfuil s¢ ar intinn aige no6 aici freastal ar an geruinnit,

(iv) aon cheanglais no srianta a bheidh curtha ar bun ag an gcuideachta
d’fhonn comhaltai a mbeidh sé ar intinn acu freastal ar an gcruinniu
a chéannu,

(v) an nds imeachta chun go ndéanfaidh comhaltai ceisteanna agus
trachtai a chur i bhfios le linn an chruinnithe, agus

(vi) an noés imeachta a bheidh le glacadh chun votail a dhéanambh ar rain

a bheartofar a rith ag an gcruinnit.”.

Leasu ar alt 1106 d’Acht 2014

26. Leasaitear alt 1106 d’Acht 2014, i bhfo-alt (4)(a)(i), tri “go ndéanfar socru leis maidir
le slandail” a chur in ionad “go rathofar leis slandail”.

CUID 3

LEASUITHE AR AN INDUSTRIAL AND PROVIDENT SOCIETIES AcT, 1893

An tréimhse eatramhach a fhada

27. Leasaitear Acht 1893 trid an alt seo a leanas a chur isteach 1 ndiaidh alt 14:

“14A. (1) The Government may, at the request of the Minister made after
consultation with the Minister for Health, from time to time, by order
extend the interim period, for such period as they consider appropriate if
they are satisfied that, having regard to—

(a) the threat to public health presented by Covid-19,

(b) the highly contagious nature of that disease,
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(c) the need to restrict the movement of persons in order to prevent the
spread of the disease among the population and the effect that such
restriction may have on travel and meetings, and

(d) the need to mitigate the economic effects arising from Covid-19,
the making of such order is in the public interest.

Every order under this section shall be laid before each House of the
Oireachtas as soon as may be after it is made and, if a resolution annulling
the order is passed by either such House within the next 21 days on which
that House sits after the order is laid before it, the order shall be annulled
accordingly, but without prejudice to the validity of anything previously
done thereunder.”.

Cruinnithe ginearalta le linn na tréimhse eatramhai

28. Leasaitear Acht 1893 trid an alt seo a leanas a chur isteach roimh alt 15:

“14B. (1)

2

G)

4

This section (including any regulations made thereunder) shall apply to
the general meetings of a registered society during the interim period only
and shall so apply notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the Act
of 1978 or any provision of the rules of the society.

If, as respects the year 2020, the requirement to hold an annual general
meeting (the ‘relevant requirement’) would, but for this subsection, fall
to be complied with by a registered society on a date in that year (the
‘relevant date’) that is earlier than 31 December 2020, then the society
may opt to satisfy the relevant requirement by its holding the annual
general meeting on a date that is a date subsequent to the relevant date
(but that is not a date later than 31 December 2020).

Where a registered society opts to avail itself of subsection (2),
subsections (1) and (2) of section 30 of the Act of 1978 shall apply to the
society as if, in each of those subsections (1) and (2) of that section, the
words ‘the meeting of the society last-mentioned in section 14B(2) of the
Principal Act” were substituted for the words ‘the annual general meeting
of the society’.

A general meeting convened or held by a registered society may be
conducted—

(a) wholly by the use of electronic communications technology that
provides members, and where the rules of a registered society allow
for a proxy, proxies, as a whole, entitled to attend, with a reasonable
opportunity to participate in the meeting in accordance with subsection

(%),
(b) in one or more physical venues at the same time, or

(c) at a physical venue and, if necessary, include the use of electronic
communications technology that provides members, and where the
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rules of a registered society allow for a proxy, proxies, entitled to attend
the meeting with a reasonable opportunity to participate in the meeting
in accordance with subsection (5).

(a) Aregistered society may provide for participation in a general meeting
by providing or facilitating, for that purpose, the use of electronic
communications technology, including a mechanism for casting votes
by a member, whether before or during the meeting.

(b) The mechanism referred to in paragraph (a) shall not require the member
to be physically present at the general meeting or require the member to
appoint a proxy who is physically present at the meeting.

The use of electronic communications technology pursuant to subsection
(5) may be made subject only to such requirements and restrictions put in
place by the registered society as are necessary to ensure the identification
of those taking part and the security of such technology, to the extent that
such requirements and restrictions are proportionate to the achievement of
those objectives.

A registered society shall inform members, before the general meeting
concerned, of any requirements or restrictions which it has put in place
pursuant to subsection (6).

Members entitled to attend a general meeting shall not permit a
person not entitled to attend that meeting to participate, listen or view
the proceedings of a meeting by way of electronic communications
technology unless authorised by the chairperson of the meeting.

A registered society that provides for the use of electronic
communications technology for participation in a general meeting by a
member shall ensure, as far as practicable, that—

(a) such technology—

(i) provides for the security of any electronic communications by the
member,

(i) minimises the risk of data corruption and unauthorised access,
(ii1) provides certainty as to the source of the electronic communications,

(b) in the case of any failure or disruption of such technology, that failure
or disruption is remedied as soon as practicable,

(c) such technology enables the member to—

(1) hear what is said by the chairperson of the meeting and any person
introduced by the chairperson, and

(i1) speak and submit questions and comments during the meeting to
the chairperson to the extent that the member is entitled to do so
under the rules of the society,
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and

(d) in the case of a matter being the subject of a vote, guarantees the
accuracy and confidentiality of an individual vote of the member in
terms of it being communicated, recorded and counted.

Any temporary failure or disruption of electronic communications
technology shall not invalidate the general meeting or any proceedings
relating to the general meeting.

Unless such failure or disruption is attributable to any wilful act of the
registered society, a registered society shall not be liable in respect of any
failure or disruption relating to the equipment used by a member to access
a general meeting by electronic communications technology that occurs
and which failure or disruption prevents or interferes with the member’s
participation, by way of such technology, in the meeting.

Where, in the opinion of the committee of management, it is deemed
necessary—

(a) in order to comply with the public health guidance of the Government
or regulations made under sections 5 and 31A of the Health Act 1947
in respect of the movement or gathering of persons for the purposes of
preventing, limiting, minimising or slowing the spread of Covid-19, the
committee may, at any time up to the end of the day prior to the day on
which a general meeting is to be held—

(i) postpone the meeting,
(i1) change the venue of the meeting,

(iii) change the means of holding the meeting (including to provide
for members to participate in the meeting by the use of electronic
communications technology), or

(iv) change the means of holding the meeting from being a meeting
conducted wholly by the use of electronic communications
technology to a meeting that could be conducted in a physical
venue with or without an option for participation, by the use of such
technology, in the meeting,

or

(b) due to exceptional and unexpected circumstances, the committee may
cancel such meeting at any time prior to the holding of that meeting.

A registered society shall notify members of any changes to the holding of
a general meeting pursuant to subsection (12) as soon as practicable.

Each member and, where the rules of a registered society allow for a
proxy, each proxy shall be counted in the quorum where they attend a
general meeting by way of electronic communications technology in
accordance with this section.
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The notice of a general meeting given by a registered society in
accordance with its rules, where the meeting includes participation by the
use of electronic communications technology during the interim period,
shall specify, at a minimum—

(a) the electronic platform to be used for the meeting,
(b) details for access to the electronic platform,

(c) the time by and manner by which a member must confirm his or her
intention to attend the meeting,

(d) any requirements or restrictions which the society has put in place in
order to identify members who intend to attend the meeting,

(e) the procedure for members to communicate questions and comments
before and during the meeting, and

() the procedure to apply for voting on resolutions proposed to be passed
at the meeting.

(a) The Minister may, if he or she considers it appropriate, by regulations
make further provision for all or any of the following in relation to
general meetings to be held by way of electronic communications
technology:

(i) the convening and conduct of the meetings;
(ii) attendance at the meetings;
(ii1) notice to be provided relating to the meetings;
(iv) access to and participation in the meetings.

(b) Every regulation made by the Minister under this section shall be
laid before each House of the Oireachtas as soon as may be after it is
made and, if a resolution annulling the regulation is passed by either
such House within the next twenty one days on which that House sits
after the regulation is laid before it, the regulation shall be annulled
accordingly, but without prejudice to the validity of anything previously
done thereunder.

In this section—

‘Act of 1978’ means the Industrial and Provident Societies (Amendment)
Act 1978;

‘attend’, in relation to a general meeting of a registered society, means to
attend the meeting at a physical venue or to attend or participate in the
meeting by the use of electronic communications technologys;

‘electronic communications technology’, in relation to a general
meeting of a registered society, means technology that enables real time
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transmission and real time two-way audio-visual or audio communication
enabling members as a whole with a reasonable opportunity to participate
in the meeting using such technology from a remote location;

‘electronic platform’, in relation to a general meeting of a registered
society, means an electronic system for the delivery of audio-visual or
audio communication, including websites, access software and access
telephone details or any other electronic technology that delivers such
communication;

‘general meeting’, in relation to a registered society, means any of the
following:

(a) an annual general meeting of the registered society;
(b) a general meeting of the society,

and includes a meeting referred to in paragraph (a) or (b) that has been
rescheduled;

‘Minister’ means the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation.”.

Leasu ar alt 79 d’Acht 1893

29. Leasaitear alt 79 d’Acht 1893 tri na minithe seo a leanas a chur isteach:

13

‘Covid-19° means a disease caused by infection with the virus
SARS-CoV-2 and specified as an infectious disease in accordance with
Regulation 6 of, and the Schedule to, the Infectious Diseases Regulations
1981 (S.I. No. 390 of 1981) or any variant of the disease so specified as an
infectious disease in those Regulations;

‘interim period’ means—

(a) the period beginning on the commencement of section 29 of the
Companies (Miscellaneous Provisions)(Covid-19) Act 2020 and ending
on 31 December 2020, and

(b) such other period (if any) as may be specified by order under section
14A;”.
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