
Dear Editor 

The Dáil goes into summer recess this week.  It is due to sit again on Tuesday, September 19.  

The next column will be sent to you on Friday, September 22. Thank you for your continued 

support 

Tim Ryan 

Westmeath Examiner 

Tim Ryan, Oireachtas Correspondent 

Deputies outline challenges facing rural people 

Westmeath Labour Deputy Willie Penrose told the Dáil he will never join a march or a 

protest over rural shops or anything else because the first thing rural people do is they pass 

the rural shop and they do not go into it.  

“They hive off to Mullingar or Longford to the large shops such as Aldi and forget about the 

rural shops,” he said. “It is all right at 10 p.m. to go to them when someone needs a pint of 

milk and none of the large shops is open. Rural people can save rural Ireland if they shop in 

rural Ireland and spend in rural Ireland, send their children to schools in rural Ireland and 

attend the local churches and support their local clubs.” 

Speaking during a debate on the establishment of the new Department of Rural and 

Community Affairs, he said people have it in their own power to do that and all that was 

needed was the Minister to provide additional resources to give a push along the way.  

“We are not here with a begging bowl mentality or with the béal bocht,” he said. “We are 

working in co-operation and collectively with the Minister (Michael Ring) to get this through. 

There are threats to rural schools because of the decline in population which I see in my own 

area of Ballynacargy. We used to have a huge young population but that has declined. Sports 

teams are also threatened. In addition, there is a threat to GP services - 40% of the GPs in 

County Longford will reach retirement age in the next seven years, and 30% in County 

Westmeath. The problem is trying to get young GPs to replace them. A proper GP contract 

will have to be brought forward, which recognises the costs associated with providing these 

services in rural Ireland because, after all, we also suffer from poor health in rural Ireland; it 

is not just an urban Ireland phenomenon.” 

Deputy Penrose said if  Minister Ring grabs the ball, accepts honestly the position of rural 

Ireland and its deficits, secures additional resources and realises this requires a whole-of-

government approach, he will find that rural people will rise to the challenge and 

opportunities will manifest themselves. “Let us contribute to a narrative of positivity and 

inculcate a sense that we are in this with him,” he said. “He will not be left on his own; we 

will be there. The greatest curse for rural dwellers is the level and nature of bureaucracy. The 

dead hand is always around to impede people who get off their behinds to do something.” 

 



Speaking during the same debate Fianna Fail Deputy Robert Troy said the Government 

launched the plan for revitalising rural Ireland in Ballymahon a number of months ago but in 

that same week the revaluation of commercial rates was notified to the businesses of 

Longford and Westmeath.  

“People in Granard, Ballymahon, Moate, Mullingar, Ballynacargy, Castlepollard, Kilbeggan 

and elsewhere were notified of increases of up to 400%,” he said. “That is unsustainable and 

unreflective of the business they are doing in their respective businesses. A pause button must 

be pressed. We must state this will not take place and a new way of calculating rates will be 

introduced next year because people are worried they will be unable to pay their commercial 

rates.” 

Deputy Troy said he wished to thank the Minister, Michael Ring, for supporting the provision 

of a playground in his old school in Ballynacargy recently. “It was fortunate to get it,” he 

said. “Another project in Westmeath was supported too. I am told Westmeath got 20% of the 

funding that Mayo received. The Minister is a good man for delivering funding to Mayo. I 

say ‘well done’, as the Minister is a constituency representative like the rest of us. However, 

there is more than County Mayo in rural Ireland. It also includes Longford, Westmeath, 

Roscommon and Meath.” 

Possible legal challenge to absence of Motorised Transport Scheme 

There would be grounds for a legal challenge unless the Government reintroduces the 

Motorised Transport Scheme for people with disabilities without much more delay, Fianna 

Fáil Deputy Robert Troy told the Taoiseach Leo Varadkar. 

It was suspended in February 2013 he said because the Ombudsman said that the Department 

was acting unduly. “At that time we were advised that a new scheme would be introduced 

within six months, which are now long gone,” he said. “Over the past 12 months, the Minister 

of State, Deputy Finian McGrath, has stated several times that the new scheme was 

imminent. The scheme is aimed at people with severe disabilities who cannot walk. When the 

Taoiseach talks about equal opportunities for all, I suggest that people with a disability 

deserve an equal opportunity. When will the replacement scheme come into force?” 

In response, the Taoiseach said the scheme still exists but has been closed to new entrants for 

a number of years. “For a new scheme to be put in place requires new primary legislation and 

financial provision,” he said. “The legislation is being drafted by the Department of Health. 

Financial provision for it will form part of the discussions for the Estimates this year. Both 

elements are required to allow us to bring a new scheme into place for next year.” 

 


